Romans 11:31



- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is the conclusion of the comparative sentence begun in the last verse.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these ones” and referring to the Jews.  This is followed by the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now, at the present time.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APEITHEW, which means “to disobey, to be disobedient” by not believing in Christ.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action of disobeying God by not believing in Christ into a single whole, but regards it from the standpoint of its results.


The active voice indicates that the Jews during the Church Age produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ELEOS with the possessive adjectival form of the second person singular pronoun HUMETEROS, meaning “belonging to you, your own,” but used “for the objective genitive the mercy shown to you Rom 11:31.”
  The instrumental of cause here parallels the same use of the instrumental of cause in the parallel phrase at the end of the last verse  “because of their disobedience.”
“so also now these have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you,”

 - is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, and is translated “in order that.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun “they” and referring to the Jews who believe in Christ during the Church Age.  This is followed by the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now, at the present time” and referring to the Church Age.  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb ELEEW, which means “to receive mercy.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole; that is, during the entire period of the Church Age and regards the action as a fact without beginning, end, or progress.


The passive voice indicates that the Jews who believe in Christ during the Church Age receive the action of mercy and grace from the love of God.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause.  It is a potential subjunctive indicating that the volition of each individual Jew is involved.

“in order that now they also might receive mercy.”

Rom 11:31 corrected translation
“so also now these have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now  they also might receive mercy.”
Explanation:
1.  “so also now [Church Age] these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you,”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “Therefore just as at one time [prior to the Church Age] you [Gentiles] had been disobedient to God [unwilling to listen to and obey the gospel], but now [Church Age] you have received mercy because of their [Jew’s] disobedient unbelief [unwilling to listen to and obey the gospel], so also now [Church Age] these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now [Church Age] they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy [evangelized by you the Gentiles].”


b.  Just as the Gentiles had disbelieved the gospel in the past, so also now the Jews are doing the same thing.


c.  The application is that we have no right to judge or malign someone who does not believe in Christ, especially the Jew, because there but for the mercy of God go we.


d.  During the Church Age the Jews in general as a race have and are rejecting the command of God to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  During the Age of Israel the Gentiles in general as a race rejected the command of God to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Gentiles disbelieved and disobeyed in the past because of jealousy of the Jews.  The Jews disbelieve and disobey now because of jealousy of the Gentiles.


f.  But God has always been merciful to whom He wants to be merciful, and has enough mercy for anyone who will believe in Christ.


g.  God did not have to insert the Church Age into human history, but He has done so as a most gracious demonstration of His love.  We (the Gentiles) did not earn or deserve this mercy from God, but He has given it to us for our benefit, for His glorification, and to motivate the Jews to believe in Christ.

2.  “in order that now [Church Age] they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy [evangelized by you the Gentiles].”

a.  But there is also another great purpose for the Church Age and the mercy being shown to the Gentiles.


b.  God wants the remnant of Israel to believe in Christ during the Church Age, so that some of them may also be a part of the royal family of God.  Israel does not miss out of royal family status.  All it requires is that they believe in Christ.  And in every generation of the Church Age there are a few Jews who do believe in Christ and join the Gentile believers as members of the royal family of God.


c.  There have always been and will always be Jewish believers on the earth, since the day Abraham was circumcised and God made him a new racial species.


d.  But during the Church Age, God wants to make a remnant of the new racial species part of the new spiritual species.  The few Jews who believe in Christ during the Church Age receive the same grace benefits, grace privileges, and grace opportunities as any Gentile who believes in Christ.  This is why there is neither Jew nor Gentile in the royal family of God, but we are all one in Christ Jesus.


e.  The Jews are still being evangelized today by Gentiles, just as they have continued to be evangelized by Gentiles since the close of the Canon of Scripture.  During the pre-canon period of the Church Age there were mostly Jews evangelizing Jews.  But after the fall of Jerusalem, when the Jews were dispersed throughout the Roman Empire as slaves, it has been mostly Gentiles evangelizing the Jews.


f.  God uses us to evangelize the Jews.  Therefore, never ever pass up the opportunity to present the gospel to any Jewish unbeliever.  God has placed that Jew in our path in life for the express purpose that we might witness to them.
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