Romans 11:28



- is the postpositive correlative conjunction MEN, used with the adversative conjunction DE, in an Attic Greek construction, which relates two opposing ideas to each other.  It is translated “On the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of relationship, which “denotes relationship to something, and is translated with respect to, in relation to Rom 1:3, 4; 4:1; 9:3, 5; 11:28; Phil 3:5, 6b; Eph 6:21; Phil 1:12; Col 4:7; Col 3:20, 22a”
 and the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, meaning “the gospel.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ECHTHROS, which means “enemies.”  The absence of the subject and a main verb imply the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, “[they are].”  This is a reference to the Jewish unbelievers of the Church Age.  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “because of you” and referring the all Church Age believers.

“On the one hand with respect to the gospel, [they are] enemies because of you,”
 - is the postpositive conjunction DE used in correlation with the particle MEN, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of relationship, which denotes relationship to something, and is translated “with respect to, in relation to” plus the feminine singular article and noun EKLOGĒ, meaning the “a special choice, selection, choice, election: as far as (their) selection or election (by God) is concerned.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “beloved ones.”  The absence of the subject and a main verb imply the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, “[they are].”  This is a reference to Jewish believers of human history generally, but specifically the Jewish believers of the Tribulation.   This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine plural article and noun PATĒR, meaning “because of the fathers” and referring the great Jewish believers of the past, like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, etc.

“but on the other hand as far as their election is concerned, [they are] beloved because of their fathers.”
Rom 11:28 corrected translation
“On the one hand with respect to the gospel, [they are] [regarded as] enemies because of you, but on the other hand as far as their election is concerned, [they are] beloved because of their fathers.”

Explanation:
1.  “On the one hand with respect to the gospel, they (Jewish unbelievers) are [regarded as] enemies because of you [Church Age believers],”

a.  Paul continues with his explanation of why hardening in part has happened to Israel by giving us the Church Age mystery doctrine commentary on the passages he has just quoted.  Paul also is showing the Romans something they have not thought of with regard to the comparison of Israel and the Church.


b.  Paul sets up his comparison using the famous Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, which he is fond of and was so easily understood by his readers.  This clause is one side of the coin, while the next clause is the other side of the coin.  (Application: there are always two sides to any story.  After you have heard the first side, don’t think you have the whole story.  That was part of the Roman believers’ problem.)


c.  With reference to or in regard to the gospel, Jewish unbelievers are regarded by God as enemies of the Church Age believer.  Why?



(1)  Jewish unbelievers were not simply apathetic to the gospel, they hated it.  Saul of Tarsus was the perfect example of the Jewish unbeliever’s attitude toward Christianity.  Nothing changed after he became a Christian.  The same attitude prevailed in others who tried to stamp out Paul and with him the Christian church.



(2)  Jewish unbelievers are the agents of Satan, doing the will of Satan.  Satan used the Jewish hatred of Christ to attempt to eradicate the gospel and the early Church.  Therefore, anyone who is working for Satan against God’s plan in human history is an enemy of God.



(3)  Even believers can become enemies of God, Phil 3:18, “For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,”


(4)  All unbelievers are considered the enemies of God, Rom 5:10, “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God...”   Therefore, anyone (believer or unbeliever) who opposes the word of God, whether it is the gospel message of the evangelist or the doctrinal teaching of the pastor-teacher, is an enemy of God.


d.  The Jews as a people in the first century A.D. were regarded by God as the enemies of all Church Age believers because of not only their rejection of the gospel, but their open hatred and antagonism of all that it stood for.


e.  Israel had to cease to function as a nation so that the Church could survive.  The believers had a tough enough fight to win against paganism.  They did not need to have to fight the Jews as well.  Jesus Christ did not want a battle royale between Israel and the Church.  The Church would battle paganism and win, just as Israel must battle anti-Semitism and terrorism and win.  Both must oppose Satan on two different battlefields, but they could not oppose each other.


f.  Therefore, God sets Israel aside in human history for the benefit of the Church.  Paul saw this coming shortly in history.  The believers in the Roman Church were just now being made aware of it by Paul.

2.  “but on the other hand as far as their election is concerned, they [Jewish believers of human history] are beloved [Israel as a special election to privilege in the past] because of their fathers.”

a.  In contrast to the Jews being enemies of God because of the Church, they are still God’s chosen people.  God still loves the Jews because the great believers of the Old Testament period of human history and the promises He made to them.


b.  The Election of Israel.



(1)  Israel was elected under the ritual plan of God.  Israel became the first client nation in history in 1441 B.C.



(2)  In the Jewish Age, there were four Jewish client nations.




(a)  The United Kingdom, 1440 ‑ 926 B.C.




(b)  The two separate client nations of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms, 926 ‑ 721 B.C.




(c)  The Southern Kingdom, 926 ‑ 586 B.C.




(d)  Judea, 516 B.C. - 70 A.D.



(3)  The key to any client nation is the status quo of its believers.  A client nation cannot exist without a pivot of mature believers.  Judea ceased to have a pivot during the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union (the First Advent of Christ).


(4)  The function, prosperity, and perpetuation of the Jewish client nations always depended on the size of its pivots, 1 Kg 19:18.



(5)  In the Jewish Age, the Tribulation, and the Millennium, there is an election of born-again Jews.  Isa 45:3b‑4, “...the Lord God of Israel who calls you by your name.  For the sake of Jacob, My servant, even Israel, My elected one, I have also called you by your number; I have given you a title of honor [Israel], though you [unbelievers] have not known Me.”


(6)  Israel will be a client nation during the Tribulation because of the removal of the pivot of Church Age believers, who are replaced by an international pivot of 144,000 Jewish believers, according to Rev 7 and 14.  Mt 24:21‑22 says, “because of the elected ones [144,000], those days will be cut short.”


(7)  Isa 65:9 refers to the Jewish elect in the Millennium:  “Therefore, I will bring forth from Jacob a seed [the elect of Israel], out of Judah an inheritance for My mountains.  Even My elected ones will inherit it, and My servants will dwell there.”


(8)  Election to privilege is an issue to the Jew.  Every Jewish nation depended upon its remnant of mature believers.  Judea survived historical crisis because of a pivot in 135 B.C.  Rom 11:1‑7, “God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew [believers]...”  Compare Mt 24:24, 31.



(9)  Since no Jewish nation can be a client nation to God during the Church Age and the times of the Gentiles, the election of Israel is not operational during the Church Age.



(10)  The election of Israel, as with all elections, applies only to those who have personally believed in Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ was very clearly revealed to the Jews in the Old Testament.  Therefore, those who believed in Christ had an election and a plan.  Wherever you have an election and a plan, there is a destiny.  An election from God plus a plan of God equals a destiny.



(11)  The election of Israel began a new racial species, beginning with Abraham at age ninety-nine.  True Israel refers only to those who were born again, Rom 9-11.


(12)  Jesus Christ is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Those first three Jews set the precedence for true Israel, for all three were believers in Jesus Christ.


c.  Jesus Christ loves the Jews so much that:



(1)  He came as their Messiah and died spiritually on the cross for their sins.



(2)  He will come again at the Second Advent to deliver them from the greatest anti-Semitism in the history of the world.



(3)  He includes them in the Church, whenever a Jew believes in Christ.



(4)  He continues to protect them throughout human history by blessing those who bless Israel and cursing those who curse Israel.


d.  Jewish believers have a destiny—the millennial reign of Christ.  The millennial kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ is designed for the complete and total blessing of Israel, not the Church.  We will rule with Christ on earth during His millennial reign, but we are a heavenly people and our home is in heaven, not on earth.
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