Romans 11:25



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Now.”  GAR is used here to show that the previous paragraph semantically supports the next paragraph as the basis or grounds for the new paragraph and transitions us into the next idea.  With this we have the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” and the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to will, want, wish, desire.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on as well a durative present for what began in Paul’s mind and motivation in the past and continues at the present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what Paul desires.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Roman believers, and by extension all Church Age believers.  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb AGNOEW, which means “to be ignorant of something, unknowing, uninformed; to pay little or no attention to, not to recognize, disregard, ignore.”


The present tense is an aorist present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice with the negative indicates that the Roman believers are to not produce the action of being ignorant of certain concepts, ideas, and doctrines in the plan and purpose of God.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, modifying the verb THELW.

Then we have the vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and referring to the Roman believers specifically and to the rest of us generally.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun MUSTĒRION with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as an adjective and meaning “this mystery.”

“Now brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery,”

- is the conjunction HINA, which is used idiomatically in Hellenistic Greek with the subjunctive mood in place of a verb in the imperative mood to form an imperatival clause.  It is translated “that” or “in order that.”  With this we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that we are to produce the action of not being something.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause.  There is also an element of potentiality or contingency based upon the use of our volition.

Then we have the preposition PARA plus the locative of sphere from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “oneself” and in the plural “yourselves.”  Here it means “in your own.”  The preposition PARA is a “marker of one whose viewpoint is relevant, in the sight or judgment of someone; righteous in the sight of God Rom 2:13.  Used with the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PHRONIMOS, it “pertains to understanding associated with insight and wisdom, meaning: sensible, thoughtful, prudent, wise Mt 13:33; wise in your own estimation = relying on your own wisdom Rom 11:25; 12:16 (where the same Greek phrase is used).”

“in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation,”

- is the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PWRWSIS, which means “‘hardening, dulling’; in our literature only figuratively of a state or condition of complete lack of understanding, dullness, insensibility, obstinacy Mk 3:5; Eph 4:18; insensibility (=a closed mind) has come over Israel Rom 11:25.”
  With this we have the preposition APO plus the partitive ablative from the neuter singular noun MEROS, meaning “in part, a partial hardening.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and proper noun ISRAĒL, which means “to Israel.”  This if followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be, become; happen, occur.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the partial hardening produces the action of happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“that hardening in part has happened to Israel”

 - is the preposition ACHRI, meaning “until” with the genitive of time from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  Together they are translated “until which time.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PLĒRWMA, meaning:


1.  “the fullness; a total quantity, with emphasis upon completeness - ‘full number, full measure, fullness, completeness, totality.’ ‘until the complete number of the Gentiles comes (to God)’.”
 


2.  “that which makes something full/complete, supplement, complement.  It is used figuratively of the church which, as the body, is the complement of Christ, who is the head Eph 1:23.


3.  that which is full of something

4.  that which is brought to fullness or completion

5.  full number Rom 11:25.


6.  sum total, fullness, even (super)abundance, the fullness of Christ’s blessing Rom 15:29; the full measure of deity Col 2:9; 1:19.—With the genitive to denote the one who possesses the fullness: that you may be filled with all the fullness of God Eph 3:19.  Of Christ: from the fullness of Him Jn 1:16.  Absolutely in Eph 4:13, “to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ.


7.  act of fulfilling specifications, fulfilling, fulfillment, fulfilling (the divine demand) Rom 11:12.


8.  the state of being full, fullness of time Gal 4:4; Eph 1:10.”

With this we have the possessive genitive from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “of the Gentiles” in the sense of “belonging to the Gentiles.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into an event or state: enter into rest Heb 3:11, 18; 4:1, 3, 5f, 10f (all Ps 94:11); come into temptation Mt 26:41; Lk 22:40, 46; enter into someone’s labor, i.e. enjoy the fruit of another’s labor Jn 4:38; With this usage the goal need not be mentioned, but can be implied Rom 11:25.  It also can mean to happen, with focus on initial aspect.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places emphasis on the results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the fullness of the Gentiles produces has produced the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses beginning with ACHRI HOU.

“until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”

Rom 11:25 corrected translation
“Now brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery,”

a.  Paul transitions to a new thought, but he will base this new thought on what he has previously said.  Therefore, this is partially an explanation of his previous statements, while at the same time introducing new material into his discussion.


b.  Paul identifies himself again with the Roman church for several reasons:


(1)  Even though he is a Jew writing to both Jews and Gentiles (but mostly Gentiles), he is still the apostle to the Gentiles.



(2)  Paul has made some strong statements about what would happen to this church and the Roman Empire, if they failed to obey God and execute His will and His plan.  Paul wants them to understand that if the ship goes down, as the captain of the ship, he goes down with it.



(3)  Paul wants them to remember that he has great affection for them, even though he sometimes has to be tough with them and lay it on the line and say things they may not want to hear.


c.  Paul begins his new thought and continuation of his discussion with one of his favorite expressions, “I do not want you to be ignorant.”  This same or a similar expression is found in:



(1)  Rom 1:13, “Moreover I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, that many times I have planned to come to you (and yet I was prevented until now),”



(2)  1 Cor 10:1, “For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea;”



(3)  1 Cor 12:1, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.”



(4)  2 Cor 1:8, “For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life;”



(5)  1 Thes 4:13, “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.”


d.  The new thought that Paul wants to introduce into the discussion is a part of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  That means it was never revealed in the Old Testament period of human history to any human being.  What Paul is about to tell the Romans has never been revealed by God until the beginning of the Church Age.  It was not revealed, so that the Church Age and the times of the Gentiles would not discourage the Jews or give them an excuse for failing to execute God’s will for them to believe in Christ.
2.  “in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation,”

a.  Paul explains his purpose for revealing this principle to the Romans.  He does not want them to become arrogant about what they think they know.  Like all of us, the Romans learned a little and thought they knew a lot.


b.  They figured out that God had set aside the Jews and was now doing something special with the Gentiles, and therefore, they became fat-headed and arrogant about it.  We know that they were already arrogant about it, because Paul orders them to stop doing something they are already doing.


c.  The Romans were not stupid, but they thought they were wise based upon their own ability to reason and understand, rather than being thankful for what God the Holy Spirit had revealed to them and taught them.


d.  The great danger in spiritual understanding is thinking that we have anything to do with it.  We have finite minds and are incapable of understanding anything about God, His plan, or His will unless He reveals and explains it to us.  This is why we have the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to help us understand the “deep things of God.”   God creates a human spirit in man at the point of salvation, so that the spiritual man can understand the spiritual phenomena or spiritual things of God, 1 Cor 2:9-16.



(1)  God the Holy Spirit teaches our human spirit, so that we can comprehend, understand, and think about the doctrines and thinking of God.



(2)  When we learn a little doctrine, we begin to think that we have something to do with this enlightenment.  We then become full of ourselves and think we know and understand certain things because of our own brilliance and intellect.  This is what happened to the Romans and what Paul is attempting to prevent.


e.  What was happening to the Jews and why it was happening to the Jews was a matter of divine revelation.  Apart from divine revelation it is impossible to explain the origin, history, or future of the Jews.

3.  “that hardening in part has happened to Israel”

a.  Now Paul reveals the mystery doctrine of the Church Age concerning the Jews during the Church Age.


b.  “Hardening in part” or “partial hardening” is a reference to the Jewish state of mind or condition of complete lack of understanding, dullness, insensibility, obstinacy, and closed mind.


c.  The word partial refers to two things.



(1)  This condition or state will not last forever, but will end immediately with the resurrection of the Church.



(2)  This condition or state is not universal; for occasionally there are individual Jews who do believe in Christ during the Church Age.


d.  The word “Israel” refers to the Jewish race or the racial Jew.


e.  The word “hardening” refers to the locked-in negative volition of Jews during the Church Age.



(1)  During the dispensation of the Church or the times of the Gentiles the Jews have a complete lack of understanding regarding the first advent of Christ, the fact He is the God-man, the fact that He is really the Messiah, the fact that He died spiritually as a sacrifice for their sins, and the fact that He was raised from the dead and ascended into heaven.



(2)  This lack of understanding produces a dullness or insensibility in their thinking.  They don’t want to hear about Christ; they don’t want to know about Christ; they don’t want to think about Christ.  It is not that they are incapable of understanding; it is that they are not interested and refuse to believe the truth.


(3)  God permits the Jewish negative volition to reach and go beyond the peak set by Pharaoh prior to the exodus of the Jews from Egypt.



(4)  Not only are the Jews not interested in the gospel, but they are also obstinate in their rejection of the truth about Jesus Christ.  Their obstinacy is a stubborn refusal to hear what a Christian evangelist has to say.

f.  The Jewish negative volition to the gospel during the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union is perpetuated by them throughout the entire Church Age.


g.  This “hardening of the heart” of the unbeliever, which prevents understanding and acceptance of the gospel, is the same hardening of the heart of the believer, which prevents understanding and acceptance of the truth of the teaching of Bible doctrine.


h.  The Jews have closed their minds to the gospel.  They don’t want to hear about it in the first place.  Then when they do hear about it, they refuse to believe it in the second place.  No matter what the evidence they absolutely refuse to believe.  The degenerate believer does the same thing.

i.  There are a few exceptions.  These exceptions become members of the royal family of God, and are no longer Jews, just as Gentiles who believe in Christ are no longer Gentiles.  This is why the hardening is only partial.


j.  The resurrection of the Church will be so obvious and so dramatic that it will wake up the dullness of the mind of the Jews alive on earth at that time.  They will be so shocked by the reality of the resurrection of the Church, they cannot help but believe in the resurrection of Christ, and therefore, His first advent.

4.  “until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”

a.  Three passages help us with the interpretation of this passage.



(1)  Lk 21:24, “and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”



(2)  Jn 10:16, “I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.”



(3)  Rom 11:12, “Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be?”


b.  The obstinate partial hardening of the Jewish unbeliever will continue throughout the Church Age.  It will end when the times of the Gentiles comes to an end.  It ends when Gentile client nations no longer exist.  Gentile client nations cease with the resurrection of the Church.  Then Israel becomes the client nation of the Tribulation, because Israel immediately forms a pivot of 144,000 Jewish evangelists at the beginning of the Tribulation.


c.  The “fullness of the Gentiles.”



(1)  This phrase has a twofold connotation.




(a)  It refers to the “times of the Gentiles” or the Church Age, during which period only Gentile nations represent God on earth in human history.  It is found in the prophecy of our Lord concerning the future of Israel, Lk 21:24, “and they [the Jews] will fall by the edge of the sword [fall of Jerusalem], and will be led captive into all the nations [dispersion of Israel]; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. [end of the Tribulation].”



(b)  The fullness of the Gentiles refers to the completion of the royal family of God during the Church Age.



(2)  The current dispensation (or divine period of human history) will continue until all the Gentiles that God has foreknown would believe in Christ have done so.



(3)  When the last Gentile that needs to believe in Christ during the Church Age does so, the resurrection of the Church will immediately take place.



(4)  When the Gentile client nations have had every opportunity to represent Christ and have completed all that God has desired for them to accomplish, then the Church Age will be completed.  The fullness of the Gentile’s work on behalf of Christ is completion of the Church Age.



(5)  When the Gentile nations have received all the spiritual and temporal blessings that Jesus Christ has designed for them during the Church Age, then the fullness of blessing of the Gentiles is completed and the Church Age is terminated.



(6)  Therefore, the fullness of the Gentiles includes: all the Gentiles who believe in Christ doing so, all the blessing that God has for the Gentiles being given, and the mission of all the Gentile client nations being fulfilled.  All these things go together and work hand in hand.  They cannot be separated.  Together they are called “the fullness of the Gentiles.”


d.  The Jewish obstinate unbelief will continue until God is finished using the Gentile believers to represent Him and blessing them in the process.


e.  Paul’s point to the Roman church is that God is using them and blessing them as a part of His plan.  Likewise the partial hardening of Israel is of their own making, and God is using that opportunity to bless the Gentiles.  Therefore, this is nothing that the Gentile believers in Rome should become arrogant about or think that God is blessing them because they have somehow figured this out on their own.
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