Romans 11:23


- is the crasis from conjunction KAI and nominative plural subject from the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS “pertaining to being relatively distant, in specification of narrative characters or items, and that (one, thing): those also, Jn 10:16; 17:24; Acts 5:37; 15:11; 1 Cor 10:6; 2 Tim 2:12; Heb 4:2; Rom 11:23”
 and referring to the Jews as a nation.  With this we have the emphatic use of the postpositive continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “In fact.”

“In fact those also,”

- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and they may or may not.”  This is followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EPIMENW, which means “to continue, persist (in), persevere followed by the dative.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  With the negative it refers to what does not continue happening.


The active voice indicates that the Jews produce the action and with the negative that they do not produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to form the conditional clause and indicates a more probable future or what will more than likely take place in the future.

Then we have the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun and noun APISTIA, which means “in their unbelief.”  This is followed by the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb EGKENTRIZW, which means “to be grafted in.”


The future tense is a predictive future to affirm what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the Jews will receive this action and not produce it.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“if they do not persist in their unbelief, they will be grafted in;”

- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “for” in the sense of “because.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DUNATOS, meaning “able.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.  God has now and will always have the power and ability to do what He wants.  In this case, He has the ability to make the Jews a client nation to Him again.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of reality and fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father as the author of the divine plan for human history.  Then we have the adverb of time PALIN, which means “again” followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb EGKENTRIZW, which means “to graft in.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of grafting in the Jews to human history again as a client nation to God in its entirety and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The infinitive is a substantival infinitive, modifying the adjective DUNATOS.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “them” and referring to Israel as a client nation to God.

“for God is able to graft them in again.”

Rom 11:23 corrected translation
“In fact those [Israel] also, if they do not persist in their unbelief, they will be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact those [Israel] also,”

a.  Paul continues his conclusion with an emphatic statement of truth concerning the nation of Israel in the future.


b.  Instead of continuing to discuss the Gentiles as he did in the previous statement, Paul goes back to verse 21 and discusses the future of the natural branches of the tree that have been cut off.

2.  “if they do not persist in their unbelief, they will be grafted in;”

a.  Paul puts his emphatic statement in the form of a conditional clause that will most likely happen in the future.


b.  Paul says in effect that the Jews will probably not persist in their unbelief.


c.  Nothing has changed the negative volition of the Jews so far in human history, not even the personal presence of Jesus Christ living among them.  So what will make the big difference?  The resurrection of the Church!


(1)  The resurrection or Rapture of the Church will have a more profound effect on the thinking of the Jewish unbeliever than any other event in human history.



(2)  They will realize as never before that God keeps His word.



(3)  They will recognize that there is such a thing as a resurrection body and millions upon millions of people have them.



(4)  They will recognize and acknowledge that the removal of all Christians has something to do with Jesus Christ.  It is experiential proof that He is the Messiah and kept His promise to all those Christians who believed in Him.


(5)  They will go back to the word of God and figure out immediately that the resurrection of the Church took place, which meant that the New Testament is truly the word of God.  They will finally believe that Jesus is indeed the Christ.



(6)  However, they will also learn from the New Testament that they only have seven years to wait for Christ’s return at the Second Advent, and that there will be tremendous disasters on the earth such as mankind has never seen in the of the world.



(7)  They will persist in their faith in Christ and be delivered in the end, with the result that they are restored to their client nation status as God’s representative nation on earth.


d.  Israel will have tremendous prosperity during the first half of the Tribulation, probably due to an accumulation of wealth.  This accumulation of wealth will cause the other nations of the earth to seek the destruction and plunder of the wealth of Israel.  This is all a part of the Armageddon war, the last war of human history.


e.  The faith of the Jews will be tested during this seven year period of the Tribulation, between the resurrection of the Church and the Second Advent of Christ.  Those who past the test and believe in Christ are delivered by the Second Advent of Christ and those who do not pass the test and do not believe in Christ are killed during the Tribulation.


f.  After the Second Advent of Christ, all the Jews are re-gathered in Israel and judged.  Those who believed in Christ go into the millennial reign of Christ with the nation of Israel as His client nation on earth.  They are grafted back into God’s tree of human history.  Those Jews who do not believe in Christ go into Hades as judgment and wait for their resurrection to the Last Judgment and Second Death at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  This judgment of believing and unbelieving Jews at the second advent of Christ is called the Baptism of Fire.  It was taught by our Lord in many parables, such as the Wheat and the Tares.

3.  “for God is able to graft them in again.”

a.  Paul concludes this statement with the reason why the Jews are restored to client nation status at the Second Advent—because God has the ability to make the Jewish believers a significant part of His plan again.  Just as easily as God has taken Israel out of human history as a client nation, so He has the ability to make them a client nation again.  But just as with Gentile client nations, He cannot and will not do so unless there is positive volition to the gospel of Jesus Christ.


b.  God is able to graft the Jews into the tree again because God is a God of goodness, love, integrity and virtue.  The Jews do not have the ability to graft themselves into the tree of human history as God’s representative nation.  No people can do this for themselves.   It is a matter of the grace of God and the work of God.  It is a gift of grace, not of works lest any nation should boast, and is true for both Jewish and Gentile nations.

c.  When a nation boasts of its client nation status, it has become as arrogant as the nation of Judea did during the first advent of Christ, and we know what happened to them.


d.  The omnipotence of God is able to graft the Jews back into the tree because the Jews finally believe in Christ.  There is nothing God the Father will not do for those who believe in Christ.


e.  The future history of the human race is the history of Israel as the greatest client nation to ever represent God on earth.  They will have prosperity far beyond anything we have ever imagined in the United States, and it will last for the remainder of human history.


f.  God is not done with Israel.  They are the cornerstone of His plan for the future.

� Arndt, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature.  (3rd ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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