Romans 11:20
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- is the adverb of manner KALWS “pertaining to being in accord with a standard, rightly, correctly, used as an exclamation: Quite right! That is true! Well said!”
  Then we have the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun APISTIA, which means “Because of unbelief.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb EKKLAW, which means “to be broken off.”


The constative aorist regards the entire breaking off of the Jewish unbelievers from the plan of God in its entirety and regards it as a historical fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The passive voice indicates that the racial Jews of Israel receive the action of being broken off from client nation status and the privileges that go with the status.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Quite right!  Because of unbelief they were broken off,”

- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Gentile believers in the Roman church.  Then we have the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, meaning “because of faith” and refers to faith in Christ.  This is followed by the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand firm in belief, stand firm of personal commitment in general 1 Cor 10:12; you stand firm because of your faith.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that these believers in Rome produce the action.


The indicative mood indicates that this is a fact and reality, and it does not depend on anything the Gentile believers have done; it is grace—the exact point Paul is trying to make to these arrogant believers.  They are in the plan of God because of grace based upon their non-meritorious faith in Christ and not for any other reason.
“but you stand because of faith.”

- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the accusative neuter plural direct object from the adjective HUPSĒLOS, which “pertains to being arrogant, exalted, proud, haughty, what is considered exalted among humans Lk 16:15; cherish proud thoughts, feel proud, think lofty thoughts, strive after things that are (too) high, be too ambitious, don’t be a social climber Rom 12:16; the proud, the haughty, the high and mighty.”
  Here it means “proud (in the sense of arrogant) thoughts.”  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PHRONEW, which means “to think.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates these Gentile believers in Rome are commanded to stop producing this action.


The imperative mood with the negative in the present tense is a prohibition to stop doing something you are currently doing.

Then we have the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the second person singular present passive imperative from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid” in the sense “to have a profound measure of respect for, (have) reverence, respect, with special reference to fear of offending.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  This is also is a durative present for what should have begun in the past and continue throughout the life of the believer.  This is also a tendential present for what Paul is proposing should happen in Rome but is not currently taking place in the case of some believers.


The passive voice indicates that these Gentile believers in Rome should receive this action in their own souls from their own thinking.


The imperative mood is a command.
“Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect.”

Rom 11:20 corrected translation
“Quite right!  Because of unbelief they were broken off, but you stand because of faith.  Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect [God].”
Explanation:
1.  “Quite right!  Because of unbelief they [unsaved Jews] were broken off,”

a.  Paul agrees with the Roman Gentile believers, because in the first half of their statement they stated a true principle of doctrine.  Paul continues by elaborating and explaining that true principle.  The Jews were cut off of the divine tree of human history as a nation because of the constant refusal to believe in Christ, even when He came face-to-face with them in the First Advent.


b.  The Jews that believed in Christ were never broken off from their client nation status.  If they were believers in the Age of Israel, during the First Advent, or during the Tribulation, they will be members of the client nation Israel on the earth during the millennial reign of Christ.


c.  But all unbelieving Jews are cut off from being a part of the client nation to God as of the beginning of the Church Age.  There is grace period of forty years during which there was an overlap or transition period to go from one client nation (Israel) to the next client nation (Rome).


d.  The unbelieving Jews were cut off positionally from the client nation on the day of Pentecost, and are cut off experientially in 70 A.D. with the fall of the city of Jerusalem to the Roman legions.


e.  Failure to accept the love of God and believe in Jesus Christ for personal salvation ended God’s patience with the nation Israel.  The vast majority of Jews rejected Christ as Messiah.  They refused to believe that He was God and had come to deliver them from their sins by His spiritual death on the cross.


f.  The unbelieving Jew has not been broken off from God, so that they never have an opportunity to believe again.  On the contrary, as with any human being, as long as they are alive they have the opportunity to believe in Christ.  But no Jewish unbeliever will have the benefit of living in a Jewish client nation to God until the Tribulation.  The best they can do until the resurrection of the Church is live in a Gentile client nation that protects them.

2.  “but you [Gentiles] stand because of faith [in Christ].”

a.  On the other side of the coin the Gentile believers of Rome (and by extension all of us) stand in our relationship to God because of our faith in the person and work of Christ.  Everything we are and all that we have from God is based upon our relationship with Christ.


b.  Because we have believed in the fact that Jesus Christ loved us so much that He delivered over Himself to be judged as a substitute for us, God the Father places the highest value on that belief.  Therefore, all three members of the Trinity establish the Church Age believer on a firm foundation from which he cannot fall.


c.  The fact that God is the one who makes us stand and keeps us standing in our position before Him is stated in:



(1)  Rom 14:4, “Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.”



(2)  1 Cor 15:1, “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand.”



(3)  Jude 1:24, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy…”



(4)  Jam 4:12, “There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?”

d.  Our permanent stance before the Lord is part of our eternal security.  There is nothing we can do to make ourselves no longer able to stand in our relationship with Christ.  There is nothing God can do to change our stance in relationship with Christ.  We are in union with Christ.  This is our stance before God, and there is nothing that can be done by God or us to change our position in Christ.


e.  At the moment of faith in Christ, God did many things for us, all but one of which are permanent (the filling of the Holy Spirit comes and goes based upon our fellowship with God and use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9).  These many things are the way in which God is able to make us stand and keep us standing in our relationship to Him.


f.  The point Paul is making indirectly to these arrogant Gentile believers in Rome is that the fact we stand before God is because God has done this for us, and it is not because of anything we have done to deserve it or to earn it from God.

3.  “Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect [God].”

a.  Therefore, Paul comes to the root of the problem with one of the most profound statements in the word of God.


b.  Paul directs this simple command right at the heart (the thinking) of the problem and right at that group of Roman believers that would destroy the local church were they to influence others in the church.


c.  God the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul orders them to stop doing something they are doing.  They were already arrogant, proud, conceited, thinking they were better than the Jews.


d.  This command gives us the divine insight into the real problem in Rome.  There were a group of Roman believers that thought that God had set aside the Jews because the Romans would make better representatives.


e.  They had no respect for God.  Why?  Because they assume that God is not omniscient, that is, that He does not know the end from the beginning, and that He was just now learning that He could do better with Gentile representatives than Jewish ones.


f.  These arrogant believers do not realize that the history of world is a printout of the divine decrees and that everything that was happening historically was a part of God’s eternal plan, will, and purpose in resolving the angelic conflict.


g.  These arrogant believers think that God finally got tired of the rejection of the Jews and turned to the Gentiles because they were so much better as a group of people.  Romans chapter one completely destroyed that myth.  So obviously these arrogant believers got their toes stepped on hard at the beginning of this epistle as well.


h.  The fact that Paul issues this command means that these believers had the free will and ability to execute this command.  It also indicates that the problem was solvable, but it required a change of attitude on the part of the believer, not on the part of anyone else.


i.  This command is also a warning to these arrogant believers, that if they do not correct their attitude, then they will end up under the fifth cycle of divine discipline just like the unbelieving Jews whom they are ridiculing.


j.  This command also tells us that there are only two kinds of believers in the spiritual life—arrogant believers and humble believers.  We will either be an arrogant believer or a humble believer.  Arrogant believers reject the word of God and the authority of word of God and God’s communicators.  Humble believers accept both.  Arrogant believers think that God needs them; humble believers realize they need God.  Arrogant believers think they are better than others; humble believers realize that inordinate competition with others is unnecessary and a distraction from the spiritual life.  Arrogant believers have a system of thinking contrary to God’s attitude, God’s love, and God’s way of thinking.  Humble believers think the way God thinks.


k.  God provides all the information we need to determine for ourselves what kind of believer we will be in the spiritual life.  We make the choice every day whether we will be a humble believer in fellowship with God or an arrogant believer out of fellowship with God.  No one does this to us; we do it to ourselves.


l.  Our respect for God is our acceptance of His authority.  Our respect for God is our interest in what He has to say.  Our respect for God is obedience to His known will.  Our respect for God develops into our love for God.  But our love for God never develops until we have accepted the authority of the word of God, learned what the word of God says, and then obeyed the will of God as declared in His word.  Our love of God is directly related to our obedience to His will.


m.  Therefore, this command from Paul became a direct volitional test of the love of these Roman believers for God.  God put them on the spot—“either stop thinking this way toward the Jews, or else you are demonstrating that you neither love nor respect Me.”  Paul hit them right between the eyes and they never saw the punch coming.
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