Romans 11:17



- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover, And.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some, certain ones” and referring to the Jewish unbelievers of the Church Age.  With this we have the partitive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun KLADOS, meaning “of the branches.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb EKKLAW, which means “to separate something from something with force, break off of branches Rom 11:17, 19, 20.”


The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the results of a completed action.  The completed action occurred on the day of Pentecost, when the Church Age began.  The result is that Jewish unbelievers of the Church Age were broken off from any blessing from God.


The passive voice indicates that the Jewish unbelievers of the Church Age (the branches) receive the action of being broken off from any blessing by association with Jewish believers of the Age of Israel or the Church Age.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Moreover, if some of the branches were broken off [and they were],”

- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Gentile believer of the Church Age.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AGRIELAIOS, which means “a wild olive tree.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine second person singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Gentile believers of the Church Age produce the action of being analogous to a wild olive tree.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the second person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb EGKENTRIZW, which means “to insert a shoot or bud into a growing plant - ‘to graft, to bud,’ that is, to take a bud or twig from one tree and insert it under the bark of another tree so that it will grow.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the results of a completed action.  The completed action was the inserting of Gentile believers of the Church Age into the plan of God for the dispensation of the Church.


The passive voice indicates that Gentile believers of the Church Age receive the action of being inserted or grafted into God’s plan.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “among them” and referring to Jewish believers of the Church Age.
“and you, being a wild olive tree, have been grafted in among them”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun SUGKOINWNOS, which means “participant, partner, ‘fellow-worker in the gospel 1 Cor 9:23; sharers of the same grace as myself, Phil 1:7; sharer with someone in something Rev 1:9.”
  Then we have possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun HRIZA, meaning “of or belonging to the root,” which is a reference to Jesus Christ.  There is an implied genitive of association referring to the Jewish believers, so that the complete thought would be: “and partners with them [Jewish believers] of the Root.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive of the feminine singular article and noun PIOTĒS, which is “a figurative extension of meaning ‘fatness,’ a rich, valuable substance - ‘richness, value;’ ‘sharing in the valuable root of the olive’;”
 “a state of oiliness, fatness: the root with its oily richness i.e. its ‘sap’=the root with its rich sap of the cultivated olive tree.”
  Then we have a descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ELAIA, which means “of the olive tree.”  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the results of a completed action.  The results of being grafted into the cultivated olive tree (God’s plan) is that Gentile believers or the Church Age have become partners with the Root, Jesus Christ, and sharers of the blessings that result from that association.


The middle voice is a deponent middle, which is middle in form but active in meaning—all Gentile believers of the Church Age produce the action of becoming partners with Jewish believers in our association with Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“and have become co-partners of the richness of the root of the olive tree,”

Rom 11:17 corrected translation
“Moreover, if some of the branches were broken off and they were, and you, being a wild olive tree, have been grafted in among them and have become co-partners of the richness of the root of the olive tree,”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover, if some of the branches [Jewish unbelievers of Church Age] were broken off [temporal and eternal judgment] [and they were],”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation of the holiness of the Root (Jesus Christ) and the branches (Church Age believers) from the previous verse.


b.  To understand this verse we must first understand all the parts of the analogy.



(1)  There are two trees involved.




(a)  The wild olive tree is Satan’s plan for human history.




(b)  The cultivated olive tree is God’s plan for human history.



(2)  The branches of the cultivated olive tree include:




(a)  The branches which are not broken off, which refer to all believers in human history.




(b)  The branches which are broken off refer to Jewish unbelievers of the Church Age.




(c)  The branches that are cut off of the wild olive tree (Satan’s plan) and grafted into the cultivated olive tree (God’s plan) are Gentile believers of the Church Age.



(3)  The result of being grafted into the cultivated tree is that the new branches from the wild olive tree now belong to and are supported by the root of the new tree.  The root is our Lord Jesus Christ, who provides all the logistical support and blessing for the new branches as well as the old branches.



(4)  The new branches are the Gentile believers of the Church Age, while the old branches are the Jewish believers of the Jewish Age, who also remain as branches of the tree in the Church Age.


c.  So this verse is the protasis of a first class conditional sentence, which indicates a statement that is true for the sake of establishing a further truth, which will be brought out in the apodosis (in the next verse).


d.  Some of the branches of the cultivated olive tree were broken off.  The cultivated olive tree is Israel under God’s plan for the Jewish Age.  The branches that were cut off were Jewish unbelievers.  They were cut off from the blessings and protection provided by Jesus Christ when they rejected Jesus Christ as the Messiah during the First Advent.  The nation of Israel went under the fifth cycle of discipline and is about to be terminated as a nation.  These unbelievers began the process of being cut off at the beginning of the Church Age.  They have a grace period of forty years before judgment comes in August of 70 A.D.


e.  They are cut off in time in 70 A.D. with the invasion, siege, and sack of Jerusalem.  They are cut off in eternity by the Last Judgment.

2.  “and you [Gentile believers of Church Age], being a wild olive tree, have been grafted in among them [Jewish believers]”

a.  In addition to the cutting off of the Jewish unbelievers, the Gentile believers of the Church Age are then grafted into the cultivated olive tree.


b.  We are what has been cut off from the wild olive tree, Satan’s cosmic system, and made a part of God’s plan for human history.

c.  We are joined with the branches still on the cultivated olive tree and made a part of that tree.  This is a picture of Gal 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”


d.  All Church Age believers are part of the same tree.  That tree is God’s unique plan and spiritual life for the Church.  All believers, whether Jew or Gentile, are joined together in that plan and have a common root in our faith in Christ.


e.  The Gentile believers of the Church Age join the Jewish believers of the Church Age, who were the original branches of the tree and have never been cut off or lost their relationship with the Root, Jesus Christ.
3.  “and have become co-partners [with Jewish believers] of the richness [temporal and eternal blessings] of the root [Jesus Christ] of the olive tree [God's plan],”

a.  Therefore, we, the Gentile believers of the Church Age, have become partners, sharers, co-partners, fellow-sharers with the Jewish believers of all the blessings that come from our relationship to the Root, Jesus Christ.


b.  The Root of the Tree is our Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  Isa 11:10, “Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.”



(2)  Isa 53:2, “For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.”



(3)  Rom 15:12, “Again Isaiah says, ‘There shall come the root of Jesse, and He who arises to rule over the Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles hope.’”



(4)  Rev 5:5, “and one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.’”



(5)  Rev 22:16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”


c.  Our Lord provides all of our logistical grace blessing.  Our Lord provides all of our support and strength in times of adversity (the storms of life).


d.  Our Lord keeps us in place and keeps us growing in God’s plan.


e.  There is no partiality in the Church Age in God’s plan.  All the branches share equally in the support from the Root and the resultant richness, blessing, and prosperity of growth.
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