Romans 11:16



- is the transitional or continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And, Moreover, Now.”  Here “Moreover” fits the context better as a translation.  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if [and it’s true].”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun APARCHĒ, which means “first fruits; the first portion of something which has been set aside and offered to God before the rest of the substance or objects can be used - ‘first portion, first offering.’”
  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective HAGIOS, which means “holy.”  The subject and predicate nominatives indicate the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, “[are].”
“Moreover, if the first fruits [are] holy [and they are],”
- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” with the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PHURAMA, meaning “(1) that which is mixed/kneaded, mixture/batch of dough 1 Cor 5:6; Gal 5:9.  Metaphorically the Christians are to be fresh dough containing no leaven 1 Cor 5:7; (2) the dough-like mixture from which potters make their wares, lump Rom 9:21.”
  Again we have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“the lump [is] also;”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HRIZA, which means “the root.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective HAGIOS, which means “holy.”  Again we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”

“and if the root [is] holy [and it is],”

 - is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun KLADOS, meaning “the branches.”  Again we have the ellipsis of EIMI, meaning “[are].”  The implied object is the predicate nominative of HAGIOS = “[holy]” from the previous statement.

“the branches [are] also [holy].”

Rom 11:16 corrected translation
“Moreover, if the first fruits [are] holy [and they are], the lump [is] also; and if the root [is] holy [and it is], the branches are also.”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover, if the first fruits [Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob] [are] holy [and they are],”

a.  Paul continues with a pair of illustrations using metaphors.


b.  The Lord was the first person to mention the first fruits of a lump of dough as part of Mosaic Law in Num 15:18-21, “Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘When you enter the land where I bring you,  then it shall be, that when you eat of the food of the land, you shall lift up an offering to the Lord. Of the first of your dough you shall lift up a cake as an offering; as the offering of the threshing floor, so you shall lift it up.  From the first of your dough you shall give to the Lord an offering throughout your generations.’”


c.  The subject of this chapter has been the Old Testament Jew, whether the racial Jew (who is rejected by God) or the regenerate Jew (who is accepted by God).  Therefore, the subject of this metaphor must also refer to the Jews.  Thus the first fruits of the Jewish people is a reference to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who are the spiritual heritage of true Israel.

d.  So Paul makes a conditional statement that if Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are holy, and they are, then something equally true will follow.


e.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are holy because God the Father imputed His very own righteousness to them at the moment of salvation.  They are not holy based upon their own works or ability (for they did many things wrong in their spiritual lives, just as we all do), but they are holy based upon what God has done for them.  This is grace.  We do not work for, nor can we earn, the righteousness which God gives us the moment we believe in Christ.  The only thing that made each of them holy was their faith in Christ.

2.  “the lump [Jewish believers of the OT] [is] also [holy];”

a.  So if the first Jews to believe in Christ were holy in God’s eyes, then it follows logically and with equal truthfulness that the rest of the Jewish believers of the Old Testament will also be considered holy by God the Father because they also believed in Christ and were given God’s righteousness (Paul’s argument in Rom 3-5).

b.  But the lump now also includes the Gentile believers of the Church Age.


c.  The context from verse 11 focuses on the Gentile believers of the Church, “the salvation [message] belongs to the Gentiles, in order that they [Jewish unbelievers] might be provoked to envy.  Now if their transgression [becomes] the riches for the advantage of the world and their failure [became] the riches for the Gentile [and it did], how much more will be their fullness?  (But I am speaking to you, the Gentiles.  Therefore, in as much as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I am honoring my ministry, if somehow, I might provoke to envy my race and might save some from them.)  For if their loss [has become] the reconciliation of the world [and it has], what [will be] their acceptance but life from the dead?”

d.  Paul is making the point through analogy and metaphor that if the Jews were saved by faith in Christ and received the imputed righteousness of God, then the Gentiles are saved in the same manner and have the same holiness from God.


e.  The Jews were the first fruits of client nation status and blessing,  and now the rest of the world (the lump) are also the recipients of client nation status and blessing.

3.  “and if the root [Jesus Christ] [is] holy [and it is],”

a.  Paul continues with another metaphor in a conditional sentence, stating something which is true as the basis for something else that logically follows that is also true.


b.  If the root is what it is, then what the root produces must also logically be the same thing.


c.  The root is Jesus Christ.  This is explained in the following passages:



(1)  Isa 11:10, “Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.”



(2)  Isa 53:2, “For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.”



(3)  Rom 15:12, “Again Isaiah says, ‘There shall come the root of Jesse, and He who arises to rule over the Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles have confidence.’”



(4)  Rev 5:5, “and one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.’”



(5)  Rev 22:16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”


d.  Jesus Christ is holy.  This is verified in His title in the Old Testament as the Holy One of Israel.  This title is used thirty-eight times of Jesus Christ as the God of Israel.  Here is a sampling:


(1)  Ps 71:22  “I will also praise You with a harp, Even Your truth, O my God; To You I will sing praises with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel.”


(2)  Ps 89:18 “For our shield belongs to the Lord, And our king to the Holy One of Israel.”


(3)  Isa 17:7 “In that day man will have regard for his Maker And his eyes will look to the Holy One of Israel.”


(4)  Isa 29:23 “But when he sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst, They will sanctify My name; Indeed, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob And will stand in awe of the God of Israel.”


(5)  Isa 41:14 “‘Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; I will help you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.’”


(6)  Isa 41:20 “That they may see and recognize, And consider and gain insight as well, That the hand of the Lord has done this, And the Holy One of Israel has created it.”


(7)  Isa 43:3 “For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place.”


(8)  Isa 43:15 “I am the Lord, your Holy One, The Creator of Israel, your King.”


(9)  Isa 45:11 “Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker: ’Ask Me about the things to come concerning My sons, And you shall commit to Me the work of My hands.’”


(10)  Isa 47:4 “Our Redeemer, the Lord of hosts is His name, The Holy One of Israel.”


(11)  Isa 48:17 “Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, ‘I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, Who leads you in the way you should go.’”


(12)  Isa 49:7 “Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and its Holy One, To the despised One, To the One abhorred by the nation, To the Servant of rulers, ‘Kings will see and arise, Princes will also bow down, Because of the Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen You.’”


(13)  Isa 54:5 “For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is the Lord of hosts; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, Who is called the God of all the earth.”


(14)  Isa 55:5 “Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, And a nation which knows you not will run to you, Because of the Lord your God, even the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you.”


(15)  Isa 60:9 “Surely the coastlands will wait for Me; And the ships of Tarshish will come first, To bring your sons from afar, Their silver and their gold with them, For the name of the Lord your God, And for the Holy One of Israel because He has glorified you.”


(16)  Isa 60:14 “The sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you, And all those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of your feet; And they will call you the city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.”


(17)  Jer 51:5 “For neither Israel nor Judah has been forsaken By his God, the Lord of hosts, Although their land is full of guilt Before the Holy One of Israel.”


(18)  Ezek 39:7 “My holy name I will make known in the midst of My people Israel; and I will not let My holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in Israel.”

e.  Paul’s logic here is that if Jesus Christ is holy, then whatever He produces is holy also, just as if the root is the root of a grape vine it will produce grapes and not apples.

4.  “the branches [Jewish and Gentile believers in the Church Age] [are] also [holy].”

a.  The branches represent the Jews and the Gentiles of the Church Age.  As we shall see in the next verse, some of these branches (racial Israel) are broken off the tree, which is analogous to the fifth cycle of discipline to the nation Israel and loss of client nation status.


b.  Both main branches come from the common root and trunk—the Lord Jesus Christ.  There are at least four main branches that come from the root and trunk (Jesus Christ): Gentile believers of the Old Testament, Jewish believers of the Old Testament, Jewish believers of the Church Age, Gentile believers of the Church Age.

c.  We are the fruit of His hands; we are the result of His creation.  If Jesus Christ is holy, then whatever He creates is also holy.  This was true for Satan when He was created, just as it is true for every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  But Paul’s point here is that both branches of believers in Christ (Israel and the Church) are equally holy in God’s eyes, because both branches came from the salvation work the Jesus Christ on the Cross.


e.  Jesus Christ is the origin of both Israel and the Church and therefore is the ruler of both Israel and the Church.


f.  Israel cannot be rejected by the Church because Israel is just as holy as the Church.  Likewise the Church cannot be rejected by Israel because the Church is just as holy as Israel.  Both have been created holy by the Holy One of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  The nation of Israel will be grafted back into God’s plan for human history at the Second Advent of Christ.  It will be easy for Jesus Christ to graft them back into the tree, because they will be believers in Him, and therefore, they will be holy as He is holy.
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