Romans 11:13


- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” and introduces a parenthesis that ends with the end of this sentence in verse 14.  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak, communicate.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was now going on at the time Paul wrote.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what Paul is doing.

This is followed by the dative of apposition from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “the Gentiles.”

“(But I am speaking to you, the Gentiles.”

- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  With this we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the neuter singular correlative pronoun HOSOS, which pertains “to degree of correlative extent, meaning: as much as; to the degree that.”
  With this we have the particle MEN, “a marker of contrast or continuation without express correlation and frequently in anacolutha.  Sometimes the contrast is actually expressed, but not in adversative form ‘in so far, then, as I am an apostle to the nations,’ Rom 11:13 (the contrast follows in verse 14).”
  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: I am.”


The present tense is a durative present for a fact that began in the past and continues up to the present time.  This is also a static or gnomic present for a state of condition that was always true and without change, while Paul was alive on the earth.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of being what God had made him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “the commander of the military forces,” but was used as a technical term for the leaders of the Church during the pre-canon period of the Church Age.  We transliterate it as “the apostle.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, meaning “to the Gentiles.”  The word in the genitive (ETHNOS) receives the action implied in the subject (Apostle).
“Therefore, inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles,”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, which means “service, office, ministry, assignment, or responsibility.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to glorify; praise, honor, extol;” “to magnify.”  Here it means to honor.


The present tense is a durative present for what Paul has started in the past and is continuing up to the present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action of honoring the spiritual gift and mission God has assigned to him.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what is happening.

“I am honoring my ministry,”

Rom 11:13 corrected translation
“(But I am speaking to you, the Gentiles.  Therefore, inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I am honoring my ministry,”
Explanation:
1.  “(But I am speaking to you, the Gentiles.”

a.  Instead of Paul going to the Jews with the gospel to move them to envy the Gentile with the result that they might believe in Christ, Paul is speaking, writing, and communicating to the Gentiles.  This was Paul’s mission from God.  He was the apostle to the Gentiles.  He was expected to take God’s message of love to them and not to the Jews.


b.  God had designed a plan, in which the greatest Jew of his day (Paul) would provide the most fantastic message of the word of God ever given to mankind, and he would give it to the Gentiles as a demonstration of God’s love for them.  Paul’s message should have gone to the Jews, but the Jews rejected the same message when our Lord presented it to them.


c.  So God the Father inserted a new dispensation into human history, so that an even greater message than what our Lord first taught could be brought to completion in the teaching ministry of the apostle Paul.


d.  But this fantastic doctrinal message, called the mystery doctrine of the Church, was given to a brilliant Jew to communicate to the pagan, demon worshipping Gentiles.  God’s intent was to provoke the Jews to envy of Gentile believers, so that they might desire to have what the Gentiles now had.


e.  So Paul was commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ to be His personal representative to the Gentiles.  Paul never lost sight of this responsibility as long as he was in fellowship with God.  And so he brings his audience back from the Jewish problem of unbelief and rejection of the love of God to the fact that God has given an even greater message to the Gentiles.

2.  “Therefore, inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles,”

a.  Paul now comes to a conclusion based upon what he is about to say, not what he has said.


b.  Paul was (and still is) the apostle to the Gentiles.  He was commissioned as such by the Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 9:10-15, “Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ And he said, ‘Here I am, Lord.’  And the Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight.’  But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.’  But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.’”


c.  Paul’s commission to the Gentiles was confirmed by the Holy Spirit, Acts 13:1-2, “Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there  prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’”


d.  In Paul’s defense of his ministry to the Jewish unbelievers in the mob of Jerusalem he mentions his commissioning by the Lord, Acts 22:17-21, “It happened when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I fell into a trance, and I saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’  And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in You.  And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him.  And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”


e.  In his defense before King Agrippa, Paul mentions his commission to the Gentiles, Acts 26:17, “rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you.”


f.  Paul also mentions this several times in his letters:



(1)  Rom 1:5, “through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name's sake,”



(2)  Rom 15:16, “to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”



(3)  Gal 1:15-16, “But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood.”



(4)  Gal 2:7-9, “But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised (for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles), and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”



(5)  Eph 3:1, “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles.”



(6)  Eph 3:7-8, “of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power, to me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ.”



(7)  1 Tim 2:7, “For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.”



(8)  2 Tim 4:17, “But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion's mouth.”
3.  “I am honoring my ministry,”

a.  Because Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles and is teaching doctrine by writing this letter to them, he is honoring his ministry, that is, he is fulfilling his responsibility to evangelize the Jews and Gentiles and teach the mystery doctrine of the Church Age to all who will listen.


b.  Paul honors his own ministry or service to the Lord Jesus Christ by doing what God has asked of him—to be God’s personal representative and delegated commander to the Gentiles.


c.  Paul magnifies his ministry by continuing to teach doctrine to both the Jews and Gentiles in his care.  Paul glorifies the Lord by fulfilling the ministry and service the Lord Jesus Christ has given to him to do.  Paul honors his service to the Lord by going to the Gentiles.


d.  Paul’s service or ministry to the Gentiles resulted in a far greater magnification and glorification of the Lord than the Lord ever received from the Jews.  And the Jews still have equal privilege and opportunity to participate in this honoring, glorification, and magnification of the Lord Jesus Christ by believing in Him.
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