Romans 11:12



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PARAPTWMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their violation of moral standards, offense, wrongdoing, ordinarily of offenses against God; and here it is used of Israel’s unbelief;”
 “what a person has done in transgressing the will and law of God by some false step or failure - ‘transgression, sin.’”
  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PLOUTOS, meaning “the riches, wealth, abundance.”  With this we have the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “for the world” and referring to the rest of the world—everyone except the unbelieving Jew.  The nominative subject and the predicate nominative imply an elliptic verb (EIMI=is, or GINOMAI=[becomes]).
“Now if their transgression [becomes] the riches for the advantage of the world”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun HĒTTĒMA (which comes from the verb , meaning “(1) to be vanquished, be defeated, succumb 2 Pet 2:19-20; (2) to be made to feel less important, be treated worse;”
 “a lack of attaining a desirable state or condition - ‘to fail, to lack, failure’ ‘the fact that you have legal disputes among yourselves is indeed evidence of your complete failure’ 1 Cor 6:7.”
) with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their failure.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PLOUTOS, meaning “the riches, wealth, abundance.”  With this we have the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular noun ETHNOS, meaning “for the Gentile.”  There is another ellipsis of the verb here: “and their failure [is/becomes] the riches for the Gentile.”
“and their failure [becomes] the riches for the Gentile [and it does],”

- is the dative neuter singular from the “correlative pronoun POSOS, used in direct and indirect questions pertaining to degree or magnitude: to what degree? how much? With a comparative adverb MALLON following, meaning: how much greater Heb 10:29; how much more? Mt 7:11; 10:25; Lk 11:13; 12:24, 28; Rom 11:12, 24; Phile 16; Heb 9:14.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PLĒRWMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their fullness” and referring to the blessings of the Jew during the Tribulation and millennial reign of Christ.  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the future active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[will be].”

“how much more will be their fullness?”

Rom 11:12 corrected translation
“Now if their transgression [becomes] the riches for the advantage of the world and their failure [becomes] the riches for the Gentile [and it does], how much more [will be] their fullness?”
Explanation:
1.  “Now if their [Jewish unbelievers] transgression [refusal to believe in Christ] [becomes] the riches for the advantage of the [rest of the] world”

a.  Paul continues with a transition to a side argument based on what he has previously stated.  This side argument is in the form of a rhetorical question, using a fortiori logic.  A fortiori logic says: if a person can do the more difficult thing, how much more will they be able to do the easier thing?


b.  Paul bases his reasoning on a conditional truth.  He uses a conditional sentence that is based on a true fact.  The true fact is that the Jewish unbelievers have transgressed and offended the love of God by refusing to believe in Christ.


c.  It is wrong for any creature to reject the love of God.  It is especially wrong for any Jew to reject the love of God, after the Love of God came as He said He would and lived among them and then received the judgment for their sins in their place.


d.  But in spite of the Jewish rejection of the love of God, God’s plan is not thwarted.  Instead, God’s plan marches over the Jewish unbeliever in human history and keeps right on going.


e.  The Jews reject the love of God, so the love of God turns to the Gentiles and offers them even more than was ever offered to the Jew, and the Gentile unbeliever gladly accepts all the blessing God has to offer.


f.  So the rejection of the love of God by the Jew becomes the riches, the wealth, the prosperity, that is, the spiritual blessing of the rest of the world, which includes all the Jews who believe in Christ.  The rejection of Christ as savior resulted in the offer of eternal salvation and all the unique blessings of the Church Age through faith in Christ to the Gentile.


g.  The riches of the world are the spiritual riches, which God has designed for anyone in the Church Age who is willing to believe in Christ.  This is clearly mentioned by Paul in Eph 1:7-14, “by whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, from which riches of grace He [God the Father] has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and application [prudence], when He revealed to us the mystery of His plan according to His gracious intention which He planned in Him [Christ] with reference to the dispensation of the fullness of times, to gather under one head the entire royal family in Christ, those who are in heaven [who die in Church Age] and those who are on earth [alive at Rapture] in Him, in whom [Christ] also we have received an allotment, having been predestined with reference to a predetermined plan from Him [God the Father], who works all things in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we [royal family of God], who first trusted in Christ, should be for the praise of His glory; in whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also when you believed you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise [portfolio of invisible assets], who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”


h.  We have a complete portfolio of invisible spiritual assets that comprise our riches.


i.  Jesus Christ offered fantastic blessing to Israel, the very blessings that they will receive in the millennium.  But the Jews turned Him down and said, “No thanks; we don’t want those things.”  So God the Father stopped human history in its tracks and put together a portfolio of even greater blessings and assets than He will ever give to Israel and has offered these things to the rest of the world.

2.  “and their failure [becomes] the riches for the Gentile [and it does],”

a.  The failure of the Jews is their refusal to believe in Christ and receive all the greater blessings Jesus Christ has designed for them.  But their failure to accept the love of God and believe in Christ has become the greater opportunity for the rest of the world, that is, all the Gentiles.


b.  The greater opportunity for the Gentiles is the opportunity to have the greatest blessings ever designed for anyone who would believe in Christ.  The Jewish believer gets greater blessings, but the Church Age believer gets the greatest possible blessings.


c.  So the rejection of Christ by the Jewish unbeliever became the availability of the greatest spiritual riches to the Gentile.  All of this has happened historically and is now an established fact.  Paul takes this fact of human history, which was clearly apparent to him in his day and comes to a great a fortiori conclusion based upon this fact.

3.  “how much more [will be] their fullness?”

a.  Paul’s a fortiori conclusion is that if God can bless the rest of the world in such a great manner by the Jewish unbeliever’s rejection of the love of God, then how much greater will be the blessing to the Jews who believe in Christ.


b.  The meaning of the word fullness is given by Paul in this epistle in the phrase the fullness of Christ’s blessing, Rom 15:29.

c.  This is also clearly described for the mature believer in Eph 3:19, “and to come to know the love for Christ which goes beyond gnosis, that you may be filled up to [the full measure of] all the fullness of God.”


d.  If God was willing and able to bless the Jew beyond belief for accepting Jesus Christ as Savior during the First Advent, and He was, but the Jew rejected Jesus Christ and His blessings, and he did, how much more willing is God to provide for both Jew and Gentile during the Church Age who accepts the love of God and believes in Christ?


e.  If God loved the Jews as His special people and was willing to do any and everything for them, how much more will He do for the Jews who truly do love Him and accept Him as their savior?


f.  By this logic Paul proves:



(1)  That the Jewish rejection of Christ was also a rejection of God’s promised blessings.



(2)  That the Jewish unbelievers are not going to be blessed during the Church Age as they had been blessed by God in the past.



(3)  That the Gentiles (and Jews), who believe in Christ during the Church Age, will and are receiving greater blessings than anyone could have ever imagined and far beyond anything God ever promised to the Jews.


g.  The fullness of the Jews not only indicates eternal salvation but all that God gives them during His millennial reign far beyond what He has ever given to them in the past.


h.  PLĒRWMA, the Greek word meaning ‘fullness’ is defined as that which fills, that which is brought to fullness or completion, the sum total, super abundance.  It means fullness in the sense of fulfillment.  It means complete in itself, complete in quota, complete in quality, complete in duration.


i.  The Church Age is “the dispensation of the fullness of times.”  This phrase in Eph 1:10 indicates that the Church Age is the dispensation of the fullness of times.  The Church Age is fullness in the sense of fulfilling the unique spiritual life in the unique dispensation.  Never in human history has God given believers such a plan whereby all is complete in itself, having such great assets with equal privilege and equal opportunity to every believer.  Eph 1:10, “With reference to the dispensation of the fullness of times to gather together in Christ those in heaven and those on earth.”


j.    The Church Age believer is designed to be the ‘fullness of Christ’.  The dispensation of the fullness of times demands that every believer advance to the same spiritual status as our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘the fullness of Christ.’  Eph 4:13, “Until we all attain the unity of doctrine and the epignwsis knowledge of the Son of God [advancing] to a mature person to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”


k.  The “fullness of Christ” is the unique spiritual life which Jesus Christ invented and provided for every believer of the Church Age.  Heb 12:2.  He invented and executed the prototype spiritual life and then gave it to the Church.

l.  In Jn 1:15‑16, “fullness” refers to royalty and the Church Age.  Verse 16 is the transition when ritual is out and the reality of the Church Age plan of God is in.  “Grace instead of grace” means the invisible spiritual assets of the Church Age and the plan of God for this period of human history have replaced the unconditional covenants and the ritual plan for Israel.

m.  What the righteousness of God approves, the justice of God blesses through the love of God, namely, the measure of the stature that belongs to the fullness of Christ (Eph 4:13); therefore, the fullness of Him who has filled all mature believers with all things (Eph 1:23).  The measure of the stature that belongs to the fullness of Christ is our spiritual life, given to us at salvation.  This is the most that God has ever done for the ordinary believer and He has done it for us.


n.  What the righteousness of God approves, the justice of God blesses through the love of God, namely, all the fullness of blessing from God (Eph 3:19) as a grace gift to mature believers of the spiritual life of the Church Age.

o.  The eternal rewards and privileges to the PLĒRWMA or mature believer are:


(1)  There are three rewards and privileges related to mature believers as associated with the decoration of the order of the Morning Star, which they receive: the uniform of glory, the new royal title of knighthood, presentation in the court of heaven.  Rev 3:4b-5, “...in fact they will walk with Me in whites [This is the translucent uniform of light worn over the resurrection body.], because they are worthy.  Thus the winner [believer] shall be clothed with white garments; and I will never blot his title out of the book of life, in fact I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and before His angels.”


(2)  The mature believer receives a new title of royalty.  Rev 2:17, “...To the winner I will give him from the hidden manna, also I will give him a white stone, and on that stone has been inscribed a new title which no one knows except the person who receives it.”  The white stone is the citation of accomplishment in the decoration of the Morning Star.  It verifies the mature believer’s appointment to the order of the Morning Star and is the title of nobility with all of its privileges that belong to that decoration.  Upon receiving the white stone at the evaluation throne of Christ, no one except the recipient knows the title until the honors list is posted at the Second Advent.  When the honors list is posted at the Second Advent, the rulers list is published at the same time, and at that time both will be revealed.  There is a special title that goes with each believer who rules a country in the millennium.  The principle of 1 Cor 14:40 applies to all preparation and all function of Operation Footstool, “Let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner.”


(3)  The mature believer receives membership in the Paradise Club of God.  This white stone is also a membership card for entrance into the Paradise of God, Rev 2:7b, “To the winner, I will authorize you to eat from the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.”  The mature believer has access to the Paradise club of God.



(4)  The mature believer receives a permanent historical record in heaven.  The white stone is a copy of the permanent historical record of the mature believer’s accomplishments on one of the pillars in the temple of God in heaven.  Rev 3:12a, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, furthermore he will never vanish from history [this is the correct translation of the idiom ‘he will never go outside again’];”


(5)  The mature believer receives permanent access to the New Jerusalem, Rev 3:12b, “also I will emblazon on him the title of My God, and the name of the city of My God  and the tree of life is located and it is called the New Jerusalem], the new Jerusalem, which shall descend from heaven from My God, also My new title.”  Temples in the ancient world were used to record the permanent record of the deeds of famous people.
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