Romans 11:10



- is the third person plural aorist passive imperative from the verb SKOTIZW, which means “to be darkened,” which is “a figurative meaning of  and , which mean ‘to become dark.’ The figurative meaning is: to become unable to perceive and thus unable to understand - ‘to be incapable of perceiving, to not be able to understand.’  ‘their foolish minds became unable to perceive the truth’ or ‘...were darkened’ Rom 1:21; ‘may they become unable to perceive’ (literally ‘may their understanding become unable to understand.’”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with no reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The passive voice indicates that the unbelieving Jews receive the action.


The imperative mood is a “Pronouncement Imperative.  Occasionally an imperative in the passive voice is the equivalent of a statement that is fulfilled at the moment of speaking. Such usage is reserved for passives that cannot be fulfilled by the recipient of the imperative. On the surface, it looks like a command, but its nature is such that it cannot be obeyed by the recipient and yet it comes true at the moment it is uttered. The pronouncement is couched in imperatival terms for rhetorical effect.”
  This can also be an imperative of entreaty, used in prayer requests to God, asking that He definitely do something.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their eyes.”  This is followed by the negative MĒ and the genitive neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb BLEPW, which means “to not see.”


The present tense is a descriptive/durative present for what began in the past, is continuing right now, and will continue throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the eyes of the mind of the Jewish unbeliever continue to produce the action of not seeing.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.  The genitive neuter singular article with the infinitive is one of the ways of indicating purpose or result.  Here it indicates God’s purpose for the unbeliever to be not seeing, in order that they might become unable to perceive and understand God’s love.  This can also be an infinitive of result, indicating that not being able to see the truth of the gospel and God’s love is a result of the eyes of their soul being darkened by their own rejection of God’s love.  Hence, this can be a blending of purpose and result.
“Let their eyes be darkened for the purpose of not seeing,”
 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NWTOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their backs.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular adjective PAS “of a whole period of time, to its very end throughout, through, during: always (this cannot be the translation here because this will not be true during the Tribulation or at the Second Advent), continually, constantly Mt 18:10; Mk 5:5; Lk 24:53; Acts 2:25; 10:2; 24:16; Rom 11:10; 2 Thes 3:16; Heb 9:6; 13:15.”
  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb SUGKAMPTW, which means “to (cause to) bend: cause their back(s) to bend Rom 11:10;”
  “(an idiom, literally ‘to bend the back’) to undergo particularly difficult hardships, possibly implying forced labor - ‘to be overwhelmed with trouble, to be bent down with difficulties.’ ‘and make them bend under their troubles at all times’.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  It takes a snap shot of the entire history of the Jews from their beginning as a nation under Moses until the Second Advent of Christ.


The active voice is a causative active voice, in which God does not produce the action but causes it to take place by permitting free will to run its course in the negative volition of the unbeliever.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty, in which David is asking God that this might definitely take place in the future.
 “and constantly cause their backs to bend.”
Rom 11:10 corrected translation
“Let their eyes be darkened for the purpose of not seeing, and constantly cause their backs to bend.”
Explanation:
1.  “Let their eyes be darkened for the purpose of not seeing,”

a.  Paul continues with another word for word quote from the Septuagint of Ps 68:24, which is Ps 69:23 in the Hebrew, “May their eyes grow dim so that they cannot see, and make their loins shake continually.”  Note that the last half of this verse in the Hebrew is much different from the Septuagint, but Paul quotes the Septuagint instead, because that is the thought the Holy Spirit had in mind rather than the thought in the Hebrew text.

b.  The unbeliever has rejected the love of God.  Therefore, God has a plan and purpose for the unbeliever’s locked-in negative volition—blackout of the soul.  The unbeliever receives blackout of the soul, which is the inability to ever perceive and understand God’s love for him.


c.  God does not do this to the unbeliever.  The unbeliever does it to himself.  However, God is said to produce the action and the unbeliever receive the action, because God permits the volition of the unbeliever to go as far as it can in its rejection of God.


d.  The word “eyes” refers to the eyes of the soul, that is, the mentality of the soul or the area where spiritual phenomena is perceived and understood at least as an academic reality.


e.  The unbeliever darkens or blinds himself every time he or she says “no” to the presentation of the gospel or any information about God or Jesus Christ.  God permits the unbeliever to continue to say “no” to any information about God until they are so blind in their understanding that no spiritual information makes any sense to them.


f.  At a certain point of negative volition the unbeliever no longer has the ability to comprehend or understand anything about God.  This is a part of the unbeliever’s blackout of the soul.  No human being can break through this blackout of the soul.  Only the Holy Spirit has the power and ability to do that.  We can continue to provide accurate information about the gospel, but only God the Holy Spirit can make that spiritual phenomena a reality to the blind soul of the unbeliever who has continually rejected the love of God.  Note the conversion of Saul of Tarsus.

g.  The Unbeliever Blackout of the Soul.



(1)  Jesus called the Pharisees involved ‘blind guides,’ and those who followed them ‘blind men.’  Mt 23:16‑19, 15:14; Lk 6:39 speaks of ‘the blind leading the blind.’


(2)  Paul taught about the unbeliever's blackout of the soul.




(a)  2 Cor 4:3‑4, “in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving.”



(b)  2 Cor 3:14‑16, “But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their right lobe.”



(c)  Rom 11:7b‑8, “however the rest [Jewish unbelievers] were hardened.  Just as it stands written, ‘God [Jesus Christ] has given to them [unbeliever Jews] a state of mind of bewilderment, eyes for the purpose of not seeing, ears for the purpose of not hearing until this very day.’”



(3)  Blackout of the soul is the inevitable result of emotional revolt of the soul and locked in negative volition to Bible doctrine.




(a)  The blackout of the soul begins with the creation of a vacuum in the stream of consciousness of the soul.  This vacuum creates a system of suction that attracts into the seven compartments of the soul the emotional complex of sins and the arrogance skills (self-absorption, self-deception, self-justification, and self-gratification).



(b)  The blackout of the soul immobilizes spiritual understanding of the unbeliever.



(c)  Blackout of the soul is the status of the unbeliever with repeated negative volition to the gospel invitation, which results in his involvement in Satan’s cosmic system.



(4)  Blackout of the soul finds the unbeliever entering negative volition as arrogance or negative volition as antagonism toward God as a part of Satan’s cosmic systems, or both can be entered at the same time.  By so doing, he cuts himself off from truth and eventually forgets any truth he has learned in the past.  Rejection of the content of the gospel is usually the secondary reason for negative volition; the primary reason is preoccupation with self or others.



(5)  In Satan’s cosmic system of thinking, the unbeliever rejects doctrine because he is preoccupied with self and/or rejects doctrine because of his preoccupation with and predilection for erroneous human thinking which conflicts with doctrine.



(6)  Satan's kingdom is one of darkness, Eph 5:11, 6:12; Col 1:13.  Since the cosmic system is called a domain of darkness and those who reside and function in it are said to ‘walk in darkness,’ this is the basis for the term ‘blackout of the soul,’ 1 Jn 2:9-11, 1:6; Jn 12:35, ‘Walk while you have the light that darkness may not overtake you.  He who walks in darkness does not know where he is going.’



(a)  Every unbeliever has equal opportunity to believe the gospel, represented here by the light.  The blackout of the soul occurs in both believers and unbelievers, 1 Jn 2.




(b)  Negative volition to truth results in man eventually getting into blackout of the soul.  When an unbeliever rejects Jesus Christ as Savior, he enters into Satan’s system of thinking—the cosmic system, and under certain circumstances he will get into blackout of the soul.  Prolonged blackout of the soul leads to scar tissue of the soul.



(7)  In the blackout of the soul, the stream of consciousness is described four ways.




(a)  ‘Darkened in their way of thinking,’ Eph 4:18.




(b)  ‘Walking in darkness,’ 1 Jn 2:11.




(c)  ‘The darkness has blinded his eyes,’ 1 Jn 2:11.




(d)  ‘He who walks in darkness does not know where he is going,’ Jn 12:35.

2.  “and constantly cause their backs to bend.”

a.  This does not refer to divine discipline; for God does not discipline the unbeliever in time for refusal to believe in Christ.  God does not coerce volition.  He cannot and does not harm the unbeliever in any way, in order for that unbeliever to come to the point of believing in Christ.


b.  However, the justice of God has the right to bring disaster, both personal and historical, on the unbeliever for his continued, locked-in rejection of the love of God, which is manifest in his negative volition to the gospel.


c.  The sovereignty of God is free to act in human history, just as the free will of the unbeliever is free to reject the love and gospel of God.


d.  So this prayer request by David is that those who reject the love of God by continuously not believing in Christ may constantly and continually have the weight of affliction, difficulties, troubles, and persecutions piled upon their backs until their backs are bent under the heavy load (the Septuagint reading) and their legs begin to shake (the Hebrew reading).  The translators of the Septuagint understood the idiom of the original Hebrew, that a load was placed upon the shoulders of a person (like a weight lifter) and the load was so great that their legs quivered and trembled from the burden until they were about to give out.  So the LXX translators converted the Hebrew idiom into a Greek idiom or metaphor, so that the readers of their day would understand that this referred to someone piling such a heavy load on someone’s shoulders that their back was bent over trying to carry the load.  Both passages are describing the same thing.


e.  So David is asking God to use His sovereignty, which He has every right to do, to pile the load of affliction, trouble, persecution, difficulties, pain, and suffering on the Jewish unbeliever until the load become almost unbearable.  Why?  So the unbelieving Jew will wake up to their situation and realize their arrogance, so they might “see with their eyes, hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them,” Mt 13:15; Jn 12:40; Acts 28:27.
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