Romans 1:20




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining how God has made Himself evident to the mind of the unbeliever.  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and adjective AORATOS, meaning “that which cannot be seen, the invisible.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His.”  Literally this says “His invisible things” and it refers to the attributes of God.  Then we have the preposition APO plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun KTISIS, which means “from the creation.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, which means “of the world, universe.”
“For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe”
- is the instrumental of means from the neuter plural article and noun POIĒMA, which means “what is made, work, creation in our literature only of the works of divine by the things He has created.”
  Then we have the nominative neuter plural present passive participle from the verb NOEW, which means “to be perceived, apprehended, understood, or gain an insight into.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a present fact without reference to its progress.  This is also a durative present for a state of being which began in the past and is described as continuing in the present.


The passive voice indicates that God’s attributes receive the action of being perceived or understood by the unbeliever.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the third person singular present passive participle from the verb KATHORAW, which means “to acquire definite information, and with focus upon the process of perception - ‘to learn about, to perceive clearly.’”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a present fact without reference to its progress.  This is also a durative present for a state of being which began in the past and is described as continuing in the present.  It is also a gnomic present for a state or condition that will always exist.


The passive voice indicates that the unbeliever receives the action of perceiving clearly something about God.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the unbeliever clearly perceives the existence of God.

“are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created”
- is the Greek construction (the enclitic particle TE throws its accent onto the article HE) TE…KAI, which means “both…and” as we have seen several times previously in this chapter.  With this we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and the adjective AIDIOS, which means “eternal” followed by the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “His.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “power” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” and the predicate nominative feminine singular noun THEIOTĒS, which means “the nature or state of being God – ‘deity, divine nature, divine being’ ‘in him dwells all the fullness of divine nature in bodily form’ Col 2:9. ‘think ... that the deity is like ... gold or silver’ Acts 17:29; in 2 Pet 1:4 ‘to share in the very being of God’.”

“both His eternal power and divine nature”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the articular infinitive from the accusative neuter singular present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: so that they are.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a condition or state that perpetually exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result and functions as a finite verb.

Then we have the adverbial accusative of reference from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “they.”  The substantive in the accusative functions as the subject of the verbal aspect of the infinitive.  The substantive produces the action expressed by the infinitive.  It is translated “so that they are.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural object ANAPOLOGĒTOS, which means “without excuse, indefensible, inexcusable; not being able to defend oneself or to justify one’s actions.”
“so that they are without excuse.”
Rom 1:20 corrected translation
“For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.”
Explanation:
1.  “For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly,”

a.  In Paul’s previous statement he declared that God has made Himself evident to the mind of the unbeliever.  He continues in this verse by explaining how God has done this.


b.  Paul further declares that God has revealed Himself from the beginning of the universe.  This is important because it means that God was revealed to the understanding and comprehension of mankind just as He was revealed to the understanding and comprehension of all of the angels.  Every creature that has ever existed has been able to comprehend and understand certain invisible attributes of God (with the exception of those without the mental capacity of comprehension such as certain mental illness and physical defects as well as most of the animals—at least one ass recognized God when a man did not).


c.  Before we narrow down which invisible attributes are perceived clearly, we need to understand what it means to perceive clearly.



(1)  The verb KATHORAW means to acquire definite information with focus upon the process of perception: to learn about, to perceive clearly.



(2)  The verb HORAW means to see the entire panoramic view of something.  From this verb comes our word ‘horizon’.  The preposition prefixed to the verb is the preposition KATA, which means: about, concerning, according to a standard, down upon.  The sense here is the view that one would have from the top of the mountain and being able to look down upon everything below and see everything perfectly as far as the horizon.  In other words, you see the whole picture and nothing is hidden or unclear.  You see clearly everything that you need to see.



(3)  This is the situation for the unbeliever.  He has a perfect view with his thinking, his mind, his intellect, his perceptive abilities to see, comprehend, and understand that God exists.

2.  “being understood by the things He has created,”

a.  The unbeliever even has the ability to understand that God has certain attributes because of what God has created.



(1)  The attributes of God include His love, grace, righteousness, justice, eternal life, sovereignty, omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, veracity, and immutability.



(2)  Since God is a Spirit, He cannot be understood using empiricism or rationalism.  Only faith as a system of perception can understand who and what God is.



(3)  However, the unregenerate, finite mind of man can comprehend that God does exist and that He has certain characteristics.



(4)  Man is able to look at the stellar universe and understand that Someone must have created it all.




(a)  Since the creator is more powerful than the thing which he creates, man can understand that God has tremendous power.  We call this omnipotence or being All-powerful.




(b)  Since the creator must be greater than that which he creates, man can understand that God is greater than the infinite universe.  Therefore, we can understand that God is infinite.  We call this characteristic of God infinity.




(c)  Since the universe seems to have been here for a very long time, and it appears that it will continue for a very long time, we can conclude that Whoever created the universe must exist longer than that which He created.  We call this characteristic of God eternal life or eternity.




(d)  Since there is great order and arrangement in the universe, both telescopic and microscopic, we can understand that the creator has tremendous knowledge, wisdom, and organization.  We call this ability omniscience—being all wise.




(e)  Since the universe seems to continue in the same manner day after day as it has always done, this gives a glimpse at the immutability or unchangeableness of God.




(f)  Since the idea of God exists no matter where we go in the world and since men universally believe in a divine being, this gives us the idea of the omnipresence of God.




(g)  Since all that God has created seems to do what it is supposed to do and continues to do so without fail, this gives us a hint of the sovereignty of God—that God’s creation obeys His will.


b.  However, what the unbeliever cannot and will never understand about God apart from divine revelation and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit is God’s love, grace, righteousness, justice, and veracity.  These are the things being demonstrated in human history as issues in the angelic conflict with God.

3.  “both His eternal power and divine nature,”

a.  Paul gives two illustrations of what the unbeliever can clearly perceive using his own human intellect.


b.  The unbeliever can clearly perceive the eternal power of God.  This can be seen in the stellar universe or in the microscopic universe.  Both are clear indications of the eternal power and ability of God to create.


c.  The unbeliever can also clearly perceive the fact that the person who created all these things was divine in nature.


d.  Deity requires that the Creator of the universe be eternal.  The eternity of God can be seen in the fact that the Creator must be older than the thing that He creates.  God must be older than the universe.


e.  Deity requires that the Creator of the universe be infinite.  The infinity of God can be seen in the fact that He fills and transcends the universe.  God must be beyond that which He creates.  Since the universe is without limitation, God must be greater than or beyond the universe.  Therefore, God must be infinite.


f.  Deity requires that the Creator must be the sovereign ruler of His creation.  The sovereignty of God can be seen in the fact that the universe does exactly what God has told it to do and it continues to keep on doing these things without fail.


g.  God consciousness is defined as the status of any normal human being who becomes aware of the existence of God through the function of his own mentality.  God has made His existence plain to every human being in his or her soul.



(1)  Generally, two categories of mental function are involved in arriving at the point of God consciousness or being aware of the existence of God.  The first category is rationalism.  Rationalism is reason alone being the source of knowledge and reality, a reality that is independent of experience.  The second category is empiricism.  Empiricism is knowledge derived from a sense of experience; hence, reality depends on experience and observation.



(2)  When a member of the human race reaches God consciousness or awareness of the existence of God, this is classified biblically and theologically as the point of accountability.



(3)  Those members of the human race, who for one reason or another do not arrive at God consciousness, are automatically saved from judgment by God because volition was not an issue in their case.  This would include morons, brain damaged children, premature death in babies and young children.  2 Sam 12:23, “But now that he has died, why should I fast?  Can I bring him back again?  I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.”


(4)  The mechanics of God consciousness.  There are five ways in which any normal human being can attain an awareness of God.  These five ways are called in theology the theistic arguments for the existence of God.  Theism is a science that depends on proven facts based on the assumption that human thought is real and that rational conclusions of the mind are trustworthy.  The science of theism demands that the intellect of the finite man move out of the sphere of material things and beyond the range of human experience to contemplate the infinite creator.  Therefore, theism is the only reasonable and rational background for morality, government, philosophy, and science.  The five theistic arguments for the existence of God form the mechanics for mankind attaining God consciousness.




(a)  The Religious Argument.  The religious argument contends that God exists because mankind universally believes in His existence.  Creatures do not crave what does not exist, and men seek after God.  Even religious instincts indicate the reality of a Supreme Being.  The concept of man seeking God is found in Jer 29:13, Jn 17:17, and Acts 17:27.




(b)  The Moral or Anthropological Argument.  This argument says that to a greater or lesser degree man’s soul possesses both volition and conscience with an urge to choose right over wrong.  The structure of human society is based on the recognition of virtue and truth.  This phenomena has no explanation apart from the existence and influence of a Supreme Being with perfect and eternal holiness or integrity.  A material, ungoverned universe can know nothing of moral values apart from the absolute righteousness of a Supreme Being.  Acknowledging the existence of virtue and truth eventuates in becoming aware of the source of virtue and truth.  Jesus said, “I am the truth...no man comes unto the Father but by Me.”



(c)  The Ontological Argument.  Ontological reasoning says that since the human mind possesses the idea of a perfect and absolute being, such a being must exist.  Apart from the religious and moral tendencies, the existence of God is a necessary idea to the human intellect, and beyond the relative which mankind measures there is the absolute which gives value and character to the relative.




(d)  The Teleological Argument.  This argument is the fact that the universe, by its telescopic and microscopic wonders, always form arrangement, purpose, and adaptation, which connotes a designer.  Structure in the universe demands a designer.  The more we discover about the perfect structure of the universe in science, the more we recognize the need for a designer.  Rom 1:20.  The order of the universe can no more be accidental than the shuffling of twenty-six letters of the alphabet into a beautiful poem.  The chemical contents of the human body are never accidentally combined to form man.




(e)  The Cosmological Argument.  This reasoning states that the intuitive law of cause and effect demands the existence of God as the initial cause.  Order in the universe demands both a creator and a preserver.  The universe presents an overwhelming demand for belief in the existence of God.





i.  Jn 1:3, speaking of Jesus Christ as eternal God, says, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”




ii.  Col 1:16‑17 teaches that Jesus Christ is not only the creator of the universe, but that He also holds it together for the perpetuation of human history until the end of the Millennium, “For by Him were all things created both in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or empires or rulers or authorities.  All things have been created through Him and for Him.  He has existed prior to all things and by Him all things hold together.”




iii.  Heb 1:10, “In the beginning, O Lord [Jesus Christ], You laid the foundations of the earth and the heavens are the workmanship of Your hands.”




iv.  Heb 1:3, “He upholds all things by the word of His power.”


(5)  The Negative Principle of God Consciousness.  If any member of the human race, regardless of geographical isolation or linguistic barrier, desires relationship with God after reaching God consciousness, then God will provide the necessary information, i.e., the gospel message, through which that person can believe in Christ for eternal life.




(a)  Jer 29:13, “Then you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.”



(b)  Jn 7:17, “If any person is willing to do His will, he shall know about the doctrine, whether it is from God, or whether I speak from Myself.”



(c)  Acts 17:27, “that they should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.”
4.  “so that they are without excuse.”

a.  The result of God’s manifestation of Himself in His creation leaves the unbeliever without excuse for not wanting to know anything about God.


b.  Since God exists and has proven that He does, the unbeliever owes God a hearing.


c.  There are six propositions about God. 


(1)  God exists.  Whether or not you think God exists is really not the issue.




(a)  There are three basic systems for human perception.





i.  Rationalism is perception through reason, or accepting reason as the supreme authority in matters of opinion, belief, or conduct.  Philosophically rationalism contends that reason alone is the source of knowledge, and is independent of experience.  This was the view of Descartes and Spinoza, who had a lot to do with the founding of modern rationalism, although it all originated with Plato and his teacher Socrates.





ii.  Empiricism is the doctrine that all knowledge is derived from sense experience.  Hence, it relies on perception by experiment and observation.  Philosophically, John Locke and David Hume are representative of this school of thought.





iii.  Faith is a non-meritorious system of perception that depends on the object of faith.  In salvation, the object is the Lord Jesus Christ; believe in Him and you will be saved.  God or doctrine about God in the Bible is always the object of faith in Christianity.




(b)  When faith is used as a system of perception, it is inevitable that the first proposition, God exists, becomes a reality.  The perception and merit of faith is always found in its object.




(c)  To say that “God exists” does not imply, but rather states with absolute confidence that God does exist infinitely and eternally.




(d)  To say that God exists eternally is not a figment of one’s imagination, but the reality of a divine being and a system of perception which makes it possible to come to an understanding of the absolute truth found in the Word of God.




(e)  God has revealed Himself to mankind.  The system of perception for understanding this revelation is faith.  Rationalism and empiricism cannot reach into infinity.




(f)  Therefore, if God has always existed and if He is going to reveal Himself to mankind, then He must reveal Himself in a way that makes sense.



(2)  God reveals Himself.




(a)  If God exists eternally and unsustained by anyone or anything else, then we can assume that God has something to do with our existence.  We are not rational creatures by accident.




(b)  Furthermore, if God has something to do with our being here on planet earth, it is only on God’s part that He reveals Himself to us.



(c)  If God has always existed and if God is going to reveal Himself to mankind, then He must reveal Himself in a way that makes sense.



(3)  God makes sense.




(a)  If you persist and persevere in learning doctrine, you will learn and conclude that God does make sense.




(b)  Furthermore, God makes organized sense because God is organized.




(c)  God’s organized sense means that God has a plan for your life.



(4)  God has a plan and a purpose for you as a member of the human race.




(a)  God’s plan for you begins at the moment you believe in Jesus Christ, when He does forty things for you.




(b)  God is perfect, and therefore His plan for you is perfect.  This fact demands that we understand something about God.




(c)  The essence of God reveals how God has provided a perfect plan for human beings that are imperfect.



(5)  I am a human being.




(a)  If you can say you are a person and human being, then you can conclude that God has a plan for you.




(b)  God had a purpose in your creation; God had a purpose in your birth.  God has a plan beginning with regeneration.




(c)  The point is that you are alive on planet earth.  If there is a God, if He has revealed Himself, if He makes sense, and if He has a perfect plan, then you owe God a hearing.



(6)  I owe God a hearing.




(a)  Note the use of the word “hearing.”  Nothing is required of you except to open your mind, to concentrate, and to listen.




(b)  There are no gimmicks.  Simply listen to the information given about God.  Concentrate on what is taught and blot out other distracting factors around you or in your own soul.




(c)  In other words, you haven't a thing in the world to give God but a hearing.  You are not required to give money or to do something.  You are only required to hear, which is a non-meritorious function.


d.  Summary of the Six Propositions.



(1)  God exists.



(2)  Because God exists, He has revealed Himself.



(3)  Because God has revealed Himself, God makes sense.



(4)  Since God makes sense, God has a plan for your life.



(5)  I am a human being, a member of the human race.



(6)  Therefore, as a human being, I owe God a hearing.


e.  Therefore, the human being who does not give God a hearing and remains an unbeliever is without excuse before the justice of God at the Last Judgment.  No one at the Last Judgment can claim as an excuse that they did not know that God existed.
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