Romans 1:17




 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining further why Paul is not ashamed of the gospel.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ and the subjective genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “the righteousness of God” in the sense of the righteousness belonging to God.  The fact that this is a subjective genitive is proven by its use as a subjective genitive in the same phrase in Rom 3:5 and the fact that THEOS is a subjective genitive in the parallel construction in the next verse “the wrath of God.”  God is the one producing righteousness just as God is the one producing “wrath” or judgment.


1.  “In specific Pauline thought the expression ‘the righteousness from God’ () Phil 3:9 or ‘the righteousness of God’ () Rom 1:17; 3:21f, 26; 10:3; 2 Cor 5:21 and  alone Rom 5:21; 9:30; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 3:9 all mean the righteousness bestowed by God; cf.  Rom 5:17, also 1 Cor 1:30.”


2.  Keeping the law cannot bring about righteousness Rom 3:21; Gal 2:21; 3:21, because uprightness based on the law Rom 10:5 (cf. 9:30f), as one’s own self-made uprightness Rom 10:3 is impossible.


3.  This righteousness is to be apprehended by faith Rom 1:17; 3:22, 26; 4:3-25; 9:30; 10:4, 6, 10 (cf. Heb 11:7 righteousness based on faith), for which reason faith is ‘reckoned as righteousness’ (Gen 15:6; Ps 106:31) Rom 4:3, 5-6, 9, 11, 22; Gal 3:6; cf. Jam 2:23.


4.  Sometimes ‘the righteousness of God’ is also an attribute of God, in which He reveals himself as judge Rom 3:25 and shows his faithfulness Rom 3:5.  In this sense it denotes the characteristics of the righteous person () as: righteousness, uprightness, equity, justice as a characteristic of a judge.


5.  In a moral and religious sense it means uprightness or righteousness as the characteristic required of men by God.  It is the compelling motive for the conduct of one’s whole life: hunger and thirst for righteousness Mt 5:6 (cf. 6:33).


6.  The righteousness of God is the judicial requirement of God that any man must have in order to be qualified to live with Him forever.


7.  God provides His very own righteousness to each member of the human race who believes in Christ.  Failure to believe in Christ means that the individual involved trusts in his own good works, that is, his own righteousness as his vindication or justification for eternal salvation.  God rejects our own righteousness in any form as justification for eternal salvation at the Last Judgment.



a.  Phil 3:9, “also that I may be found in Him not having my own righteousness from the Law [by keeping the Law], but that righteousness which is acquired by means of faith in Christ, that righteousness from the source of the God at the point of faith in Christ,”


b.  1 Cor 1:30, “But because of Him (God the Father) you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God (God the Father), both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption.”  Jesus Christ became to us the righteousness from God.



c.  2 Cor 5:21, “The One who did not know sin, He was made sin as a substitute for us, in order that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “by means of it” and referring to the gospel.  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb APOKALUPTW, which means “is being revealed.”

The present tense is durative present for what began at the beginning of human history and is still continuing in an intensified form in the Church Age.  This is also a gnomic present, which is used to express a universal truth.  This can also be an aoristic present to describe a present fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the righteousness of God receives the action of being revealed by the message of the gospel.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“For the righteousness of God is being revealed by means of it [the gospel]”
- is the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause from the active sense of the noun PISTIS, which means “because of faith” and refers to the act of faith in Christ, which each unbeliever performs at the moment of salvation.  This preposition can be used to denote origin, cause, motive, reason and be translated: by, because of, on the basis of.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of the place in which or toward which this faith is directed from the passive meaning of the noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”  In this case it would be translated “because of faith in doctrine.”  Forty-three times in the New Testament the verb PISTEUW is followed by the preposition EIS to indicate the object in which or toward which the action of the verb is directed.  The classic example is Jn 3:16.

“because of faith in doctrine,”
 - is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: it stands written.”

The perfect tense is a gnomic perfect, which states a perfect condition or state that stands forever as an absolute.


The passive voice indicates that the Old Testament (Hab 2:4) receives the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for an absolute fact.

“just as it stands written,”
 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective DIKAIOS, used as a substantive and meaning “the righteous person.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause from the active sense of the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “on the basis of or because of faith.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future middle indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “shall live.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen or be true in the future.


The middle voice is a dynamic or intensive middle, which lays stress on the subject (the righteous man) as the one producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“‘But the righteous person because of faith shall live’.”
Rom 1:17 corrected translation
“For the righteousness of God is being revealed by means of it [the gospel] because of faith in doctrine, just as it stands written, ‘But the righteous person because of faith shall live’.”
Explanation:
1.  “For the righteousness of God is being revealed by it [the gospel]”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation of why he is not ashamed of the gospel.


b.  There is more debate of what the phrase “the righteousness of God” means than almost any other topic in this epistle.



(1)  Some see this as the righteousness which belongs to God (a possessive genitive), thus referring to the attribute of God we call righteousness, which God gives to us at the moment of faith in Christ.



(2)  Some see this as the righteousness which is produced by God (a subjective genitive), which still refers to the attribute of God we call righteousness, which God gives to us at the moment of faith in Christ.



(3)  Some see this as the righteousness from God (an ablative of origin or source), which still refers to the attribute of God we call righteousness, which God imputes to us at the moment of faith in Christ.



(4)  No matter how much you argue about what kind of genitive or ablative this may be it still refers to the attribute of God we call ‘righteousness’, which God gives to any member of the human race who believes in Jesus Christ.



(5)  The emphasis is on the fact that an essential attribute of God, which we as fallen creatures do not and should not have, is given to us by the grace of God as a free gift because we have believed in Christ alone for salvation.


c.  This fact (that God imputes or gives His very own righteousness to anyone who believes in Christ) is the central message of the gospel.  It is the all-important doctrinal fact of this letter.


d.  The fact that God is giving His very own righteousness to those who believe in Christ is being revealed throughout human history.  It was promised to Abraham, as Paul will point out later in this letter, and has always been true for any Gentile who believed.  But not many of the Jews or our Lord’s day or Paul’s day ever caught on to this.  In fact it became a problem from the time of Moses onward.


e.  Paul quotes from Habakkuk in the Old Testament to prove this point.  Salvation has always been the same throughout human history—it is by faith alone in Christ alone.


f.  God has always promised the imputation of His very own righteousness to anyone who believes in Christ.  This is why Paul will use Abraham as his illustration of this point.


g.  The great message of Christ was that God’s very own righteousness was available as the means of justification to live with God forever for anyone that would believe in Him.


h.  This same message of the gospel was continuing to be revealed by the apostles, prophets, missionaries, evangelists, and pastor-teachers of the early Church.


i.  That same message and promise is the message and promise we are required to reveal to those with whom we come into daily contact.


j.  Every Church Age believer is responsible for the revelation of the fact that the very righteousness of God is being offered as a free gift to anyone who will trust in Christ for their eternal life.

2.  “because of faith in doctrine,”

a.  The reason why the righteousness of God is being revealed is because people have faith in this message, this doctrine, that is this system of belief.


b.  The word PISTIS has both an active and a passive sense.  Both are used here.


c.  The active sense means our act of faith or believing in the message of Christ and the apostles.  This is our active faith in Christ, our belief in what the proclamation of the gospel states.  The proclamation says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  We believe on Him and we are saved.  That is our faith actively functioning.


d.  The passive sense focuses on what we believe, our body of faith, that is, the object of trust.  The system of ideas, thoughts, promises, and statements made by God are those things in which we believe.  Gathered together we call them the word of God or Bible doctrine or simply doctrine.  We have active faith in the doctrinal ideas and concepts of God.


e.  The righteousness of God is being revealed because we have faith in this system of ideas, promises, and concepts stated by God in what we call the gospel or doctrine.


f.  Every time a person has faith in the promise of God of eternal life by faith in His Son the righteousness of God is given to that person who believes.


g.  To whom then is this revealed?



(1)  It is first of all revealed to the person who receives the righteousness of God.  It is not an experience; therefore, he or she never feels it.  So how can they know for certain that they have received it?  They know by the mentorship and teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  He reveals it to them, when and if they are willing to learn the word of God or doctrine.



(2)  It is also revealed to all the angels both elect and fallen, because this is the central issue of the angelic conflict and Satan’s appeal trial.



(3)  It is sometimes revealed to the unbelievers who have known the person who is now a believer; for they see an entirely new attitude, confidence, love, and happiness in that person that they have never seen before.  This doesn’t always happen and is not required to happen.  But occasionally God makes an issue out of a person’s faith in Christ, so that many other unbelievers will recognize that that person has something wonderful which they do not have.  Thus the righteousness of God is being revealed.

3.  “just as it stands written,”

a.  This is a quote from Hab 2:4, “Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; but the righteous will live by his faith.”

b.  This quote is found in Heb 10:38; Gal 3:11, and Rom 1:17.

4.  “‘But the righteous person because of faith shall live’.”

a.  We have a parallel passage in Heb 10:38, “But My righteous one because of faith shall live; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.”  The subject is the believer, who is a believer because of his faith, and because of that faith has the spiritual life of the Church Age.  If he does not live that spiritual life, then God has no pleasure in him, which is why we receive divine discipline from God.


b.  “The  Hebrew word EMUNA is used to refer to those whose lives God establishes.  He expects to see faithfulness in them (Prov 12:22; 2 Chr 19:9).  Indeed, such faithfulness or a life of faith is characteristic of those justified in God’s sight (Hab 2:4).  God’s word of truth establishes man’s way of truth or faithfulness (Ps 119:30).”
  The noun EMUNAH means steadiness, reliability, honesty, duty, conscientiousness, and security.  Its meaning is always determined by the context.  In the OT it usually connotes “faithfulness,” but it also serves as the OT word for faith in the sense of a true adherence to God and to His Word, or of faithfulness in belief and trust.  This gives us the meaning that the person who is righteous in God’s eyes because of their adherence to God’s word (that is, because of their faith in Christ) will have eternal life.

c.  This is quoted also by Paul in Gal 3:11.  The context of that passage explains that the word ‘faith’ here refers to the active sense of faith at the point of salvation.

Gal 3:2 “I want to learn only this from you: did you receive the Spirit because of the works of the Law or because of the message of faith?”  We receive the filling of God the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation; therefore, the phrase ‘the message of faith’ refers to the point at which we have faith in Christ.

Gal 3:3 “Are you so unintelligent, having begun in the Spirit, you are now accomplishing [the spiritual life] for yourselves?”
Gal 3:4 “Have you suffered so many things in vain?  If indeed you have even suffered in vain.”
Gal 3:5 “Therefore, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] who supplies the Spirit to you and works powers among you, [is it] because of the works of the Law or because of the message of doctrine?”
Gal 3:6 “Just as Abraham believed in God [the Lord Jesus Christ], and so it was credited to him for the purpose of righteousness.”
Gal 3:7 “Consequently, you should recognize that those who are from the source of faith, these are the sons of Abraham.”  This phrase is a reference to the point of faith at salvation.

Gal 3:8 “In fact, the Scripture, having previously seen that God declares the Gentiles righteous by faith, proclaims the good news ahead of time to Abraham, ‘All the Gentiles will be blessed because of you.’”  This phrase refers to the point of faith in Christ at salvation.

Gal 3:9 “For this reason those who are by faith are blessed with believing Abraham.”  This phrase refers to the point of salvation.

Gal 3:10 “For you see, as many as are [trying to be saved] by the works of the Law, they are under a curse.  For it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by everything which has been written in the book of the Law to do them.’”
Gal 3:11 “But [my previous statement] ‘by the Law no one is declared righteous before God’ is clear because ‘The righteous person because of faith shall live.’”
Gal 3:12 “In fact the Law is not by means of faith, but ‘The one who practices them [the requirements of the Mosaic Law] must live by means of them.’”
Gal 3:13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse as a substitute for us, for it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who permits himself to hang on the wood.’”
Gal 3:14 “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.”  This refers to the point of salvation.


d.  Conclusion:  since every single reference in this context where ‘faith’ is used refers to the faith in Christ we have at the point of salvation, therefore, verse 11 must also be used in the same manner with the same meaning as a logical part of Paul’s argument.

e.  Therefore, the phrase ‘the righteous shall live because of faith’ is a dogmatic, absolute prediction that the believer will have eternal life only because they have faith in Christ.
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