Romans 1:1




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun PAULOS, transliterated, “Paul.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun DOULOS, meaning “a slave, servant.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this servitude.  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of Christ Jesus” in the sense of ownership or belonging to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Paul, the slave of Christ Jesus,”
 - is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular adjective KLĒTOS, which means “called, invited.  This verbal adjective occurs ten times in the NT.  It is sometimes a verb and sometimes a noun referring to Christians.  Examples are Rom 1:1, 6-7; 8:28; 1 Cor 1:1, 2, 24; Jude 1; Rev 17:14; Mt 22:14.”
  Here as in 1 Cor 1:1 it is used as a technical term for the commission or appointment of Paul as an apostle.  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun APOSTOLOS, which we transliterate “an apostle” but it means “the one in command.”  It was used as a technical term for the few men who were appointed or commissioned by our Lord Jesus Christ as his special representatives in authority over the Church at the beginning of the Church Age.

“commissioned an apostle”
 - is the nominative first person masculine singular perfect passive participle from the verb APHORIZW, which means “to set apart, appoint.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  This approaches the meaning of the aorist tense.  The punctiliar element of the past, completed action is emphasized.  There are results that go on as a result of this past, completed action, but the emphasis is on the fact that the action was completed at some point in the past.


The passive voice indicates that Paul, the subject, received the action of having been appointed.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “having been appointed.”
Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular noun EUAGGELION, which is used as a technical, theological word, and means “because of the gospel.”  This use of the preposition EIS states the reason why Paul was appointed as an apostle.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, which means “of God” or “which belongs to God.”
“having been appointed because of the gospel of God,”
Rom 1:1 corrected translation
“Paul, the slave of Christ Jesus, commissioned an apostle, having been appointed because of the gospel of God,”
Explanation:
1.  “Paul, the slave of Christ Jesus,”

a.  
The name “Paul.”


(1)  Paul was a Roman citizen by birth.  He is writing to Romans, most of whom are Roman citizens.  He wants to stress his commission to the Gentiles rather than his Jewish heritage, and does so by using his Roman name, rather than his Jewish name Saul.



(2)  The name “Paul” was first used in Acts 13:9, while Paul was at the city of Paphos on Cyprus during his first missionary journey, “But Saul, who was also known as Paul.”


(3)  Luke, the author of the book of Acts, through the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, does not refer to Saul by his Roman name until he was commissioned as an apostle and sent out as a missionary to the Gentiles.


b.  Let’s compare this introduction with some of Paul’s other introductions.



(1)  Col 1:1, “Paul, the apostle from Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy my fellow-believer.”


(2)  Gal 1:1, “Paul, the apostle, (not from the source of men, nor through the agency of mankind, but through the agency of Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him out from the dead).”


(3)  Phil 1:1, “Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are located in Philippi, together with bishop-guardians and deacons.”


(4)  1 Tim 1:1, “Paul, the apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope.”


(5)  2 Tim 1:1, “Paul, the apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus.”

c.  Clearly the person who wrote this introduction wrote in the same thinking and style of the man named “Paul,” which is one of the strong proofs for the fact this epistle was written by Paul.


d.  The emphasis on the fact that Paul was the slave or servant of Christ is twofold.



(1)  Paul is about to establish in the next phrase the fact that he has supreme authority over the church of Rome because he is an apostle.



(2)  But before he does so, he first establishes the fact that he too is under the authority of God.



(3)  Paul indicates right from the start that being under authority is not a problem for him.  The implication is that it should not be a problem for us either.  It should be remembered that Paul writes this immediately at the end of the Corinthian controversy concerning their rejection of his authority as an apostle.  So he wants to emphasize from the beginning that he is no different from them—he is under authority as well.


e.  The correct word order here is “Christ Jesus” not “Jesus Christ” as is found in some of the ancient manuscripts.  If the word order were “Jesus Christ” then Paul’s emphasis would be on the humanity of Christ.  However, the title “Christ Jesus” emphasizes our Lord’s commission and appointment as the representative of God the Father to the human race.  The word “Christ” emphasizes our Lord’s commission as Messiah to go to the cross and be judged for the sins of the world.  Just as our Lord was appointed and commissioned as the “Christ” of God the Father, so also Paul is appointed and commissioned as the servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.
2.  “commissioned an apostle”

a.  The word “called” (found in many translations).


(1)  This word is used as a technical term by Paul for the act of God the Holy Spirit inviting Paul to believe in Christ and then bestowing on him the spiritual gift of apostleship.



(2)  Here as in 1 Cor 1:1 it is used of the calling to an office by someone in authority.  For example, the President “calls or invites” certain men to serve in his cabinet or on the Supreme Court.



(3)  In the same manner, God the Father “calls” certain believers to serve Him as apostles, pastors, missionaries, or in some capacity that is unknown to others (i.e. as invisible heroes).



(4)  The translation “called” is better rendered as “appointed” or “commissioned” to a certain position for the service of the Lord, which is synonymous with being given a spiritual gift at salvation.



(5)  A man may have a certain spiritual gift like missionary or pastor-teacher, and never function under that gift, even though he was called by God at salvation to be a missionary or pastor-teacher.



(6)  The call occurs at salvation, not during some emotional period in a church service.  The call occurs at salvation, but the actual function may never occur; that depends on a lot of factors including the spiritual growth of the person involved.


b.  The word apostle is a title of authority and rank.



(1)  The word APOSTOLOS was used as the title of the military commander of a task force sent to conduct battle in a foreign country.  It usually involved both land and sea forces.  This army or naval officer was commissioned by the government to conduct warfare in the area of operations to which he was sent.



(2)  Paul’s critics constantly challenged his right and authority to claim he was an apostle.  They said that he was not a true apostle because he was not one of the Lord’s disciples and because he persecuted the early Church.  Therefore, Paul begins his letter to a group of believers he has never met by establishing his right to say the things he is going to say.



(3)  As an apostle, Paul had authority over more than one church.  Specifically he had authority over all the Gentile churches, including the church at Rome even though he did not found the church.



(4)  The spiritual gift of apostleship gave Paul certain rights and privileges others did not have.




(a)  He had the right to evangelize wherever God wanted him to go.




(b)  He had the authority to write Scripture.




(c)  He had the authority to appoint a pastor-teacher to a local church.




(d)  He had the authority to discipline those who rejected his authority.




(e)  He had authority over all the Gentile churches of the Roman Empire.  He was the apostle to the Gentiles.

3.  “having been appointed because of the gospel of God,”

a.  Paul was appointed by the Lord Jesus Christ as an apostle at the moment of his salvation.  This was a completed act, in a moment of time, with results that go on forever.  This is why the consummative perfect tense was used in the participle.


b.  Paul is emphasizing the fact that his appointment as an apostle was the act of God.  He had nothing to do with it.  He received the action as a function of the grace of God.  This is true of whatever spiritual gift any of us might have.  We do not earn it, deserve it, or work for it.  Whatever spiritual gift we receive is a grace gift from God the Holy Spirit.


c.  Paul wants the Romans to understand that he is an apostle because of what God wants, not because of what he wants.  He did not seek the office of apostle.  He did not ask for it, or study for it, or try to get elected to it.  He was most unworthy of it, and yet God did what was in the best interest of the Church and made him an apostle regardless of what he wanted or did not want.


d.  Then Paul states the reason why God made him an apostle—because of the message that God wanted proclaimed to the world.



(1)  This message was the message of our Lord Jesus Christ during His first advent.  It was the message of salvation to anyone who believes in Christ.



(2)  This message also included the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, which were not taught by our Lord Jesus Christ, because God did not want them revealed until after the resurrection of Christ and the beginning of the Church Age, when God the Holy Spirit came to teach believers these things.


(3)  Therefore, Paul was commissioned an apostle and then appointed by God to proclaim both the message of salvation and the mystery doctrines of the Church Age to all the Gentiles, including those in Rome.



(4)  Paul’s purpose for living was to proclaim the message of God.  This is why he was still alive and this was God’s purpose for his life.  Paul makes it clear to the Romans that his purpose for being alive is to teach them doctrine, and that is exactly what he intends to do in this letter.



(5)  This letter is Paul’s doctrinal introduction of himself to the church at Rome, the church where God wanted him to go, settle down, and have the greatest impact on the world.
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