Rev 9:21



 is the additive or adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore” plus the negative OU, meaning “not” with the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb METANOEW, which means “to change one’s mind.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the actions in the past in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the rest of mankind did not produce the action of changing their minds.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural article and noun PHONOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “from their murders,” when the verb has the sense ‘to turn away from something’.  However, in English thought we use the expression ‘to change one’s mind about something’.  The Greeks said ‘turning your mind from something’, while we say ‘changing your mind about something’.
“Furthermore they did not change their minds about their murders”
 is the negative coordinating conjunction OUTE, meaning “nor” after the previous negative OUK.  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural article and noun PHARMAKON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “from their drug-induced sorceries.”  The noun PHARMAKON is used for both the use of drugs in general and the use of drugs as a part of magic spells, the practice of sorcery and the occult: “a drug used as a controlling medium, magic potion, charm Rev 9:21;”
 “the use of magic, often involving drugs and the casting of spells upon people—’to practice magic, to cast spells upon, to engage in sorcery, magic.’”

“nor about their drug-induced sorceries [occult activity and drug addiction]”
is the negative coordinating conjunction OUTE, meaning “nor,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun PORNEIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “from their sexual immorality.”
“nor about their sexual immorality [participation in the phallic cult]”
is the negative coordinating conjunction OUTE, meaning “nor,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural article and noun KLEMMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “from their stealing or theft.”  This refers to criminal activity in general.
“nor about their stealing [demon inspired criminality].”
Rev 9:21 corrected translation
“Furthermore they did not change their minds about their murders nor about their drug-induced sorceries [occult activity and drug addiction] nor about their sexual immorality [participation in the phallic cult] nor about their stealing [demon inspired criminality].”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore they did not change their minds about their murders”

a.  John continues with his description of the rest of mankind not changing their minds about the worship of demons through idolatry by describing the four evil practices associated with this idolatry: murder, sorcery, sexual immorality, and stealing.

b.  The activities of these people are the activities of unbelievers, as defined in:



(1)  Rev 21:8, “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”


(2)  Rev 22:15, “Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.”

c.  Nothing God does will change the mind of the unbeliever, Rev 16:9, “Men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues, and they did not change their mind so as to give Him glory.”

d.  When idolatry is described in the Bible, murder, sorcery and witchcraft, sexual immorality, and criminal activity is associated with it.



(1)  Jer 7:9, “Will you steal, murder, and commit adultery and swear falsely, and offer sacrifices to Baal and walk after other gods that you have not known?”


(2)  Gal 5:19-20a, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins, idolatry, drug abuse,”


(3)  Eph 5:5, “For example, you know this, because you have learned, that every male prostitute, whether a sexual profligate or pimp, who is an idolater, does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.”


(4)  Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”


(5)  1 Cor 5:9-11, “I wrote to you for your benefit in my letter, ‘Stop associating with the person who practices sexual immorality.’  By no means [did I mean] with the sexually immoral people of this world or with covetous people and the criminally greedy or idolaters, for otherwise, you see, you would be obligated to go out of the world.  But as a matter of fact I wrote to you to not associate with [anyone], if any so-called brother should be one who practices sexual degeneracy or someone who is covetous or an idolater or someone who reviles others or a drunkard or someone who is criminally greedy, not even to eat with such a person.”

e.  Idolatry, sexual immorality (adultery), murder, and stealing (covetousness) are all forbidden in the Ten Commandments.


f.  Idolatry has always motivated murder in the form of human sacrifice.


g.  Satan and his demons will continue to motivate murder as a way of life during the Tribulation, not only as a part of idol worship of demons, but as a human solution to problems.
2.  “nor about their drug-induced sorceries [occult activity and drug addiction]”

a.  Unbelievers will continue in their drug addiction and drug use, not only as a human problem solving device, but as a function of the occult and witchcraft.

b.  The use of magic potions has always been a part of heathen idolatry.


c.  Witchcraft, magic spells, and the ‘black-arts’ are all related directly to demonism and idolatry.  These things will continue to be practiced in the Tribulation rather than turning to the worship of God.


d.  “Any object that is supposed to possess holiness, elicit lust, or be otherwise enchanting, such as poisons, amulets, charms, or magic spells is a part of the meaning of the Greek word PHARMAKON.  Usually drugs were involved in such practices.  If the drugs create magic spells to incite illicit lust, this is equivalent to fornication.  This type of sorcery was common in Asia [the Roman Province in western Turkey].”


e.  Unbelievers will continue in the use of drugs and occult activity as a part of their worship of demons through idolatry after one-third of the population of unbelievers has been wiped out.

f.  Satan is able to control unbelievers through drug related activities, magic, the occult, and all the practices related to these things.  Those whom he cannot control he simply kills off.
3.  “nor about their sexual immorality [participation in the phallic cult]”

a.  Sexual immorality (fornication, adultery, pederasty, and every other form of sexual deviance) has been a part of idolatry throughout human history.  A major function of paganism as a system of worship of the gods and goddesses was to join with the demon through sexual intercourse with a temple prostitute, homosexual, child, or animal.

b.  Sexual immorality is clearly condemned in Eph 5:3, “But fornication and all sexual immorality or insatiable sexual desire must not even be mentioned among you, as is proper for the saints; that is, obscene behavior and speaking sexual foolishness or coarse gesturing and joking, which is not proper, but rather gratitude.”

c.  Unbelievers will continue in the practice of sexual immorality as a part of their normal system of living, but even more so as a part of idolatry and the worship of Satan and demons.

d.  Satan will have an entire religious system based upon the worship of sex during the Tribulation and unbelievers will cling to it even more so than they do today.


e.  Paul’s statement in Rom 1:21-32 more than applies to the unbelievers of the Tribulation.   “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor Him as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart [the right lobe of the soul] received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.  In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.  Therefore God delivered them over because of the desires of their right lobes to sexual degeneracy, that their bodies might be dishonored [degraded] among them.  Who indeed exchanged the truth from God [the gospel] for a lie; they both worshipped and served the creature [Satan] rather than the Creator [Jesus Christ], who is praised forever.  It is certain.  Because of this, God delivered them over to dishonorable sexual passions.  For example, even their women exchanged the natural function of sexual relations for that which contrary to nature.  And likewise also the males, after abandoning natural sexual relations with the female, were inflamed in sexual desire toward one another, males with males accomplishing shameless, indecent behavior and receiving in themselves the penalty which was necessary because of their perversion.  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to a degenerate pattern of thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”
4.  “nor about their stealing [demon inspired criminality].”

a.  The final demon inspired activity mentioned as a part of idolatry is stealing or theft.

b.  Stealing is clearly forbidden in Eph 4:28, “The one who steals must no longer steal, but rather begin working hard, doing what is right with your hands, in order that he may have [money] to share with him who has a need.”

c.  The motivation for stealing comes from the lust pattern of the sin nature, which is influenced by the worship of demons in idolatry.


d.  The basic idea is: if you want something, just take it.  You have the right to have it, so just take it.  This is the illogic of the criminal mind, and this will be the thinking of these unbelievers during the last half of the Tribulation.  People will just take what they want.  There will be no thought of the sacredness of property.


e.  The laws of divine establishment will be completely rejected during the last half of the Tribulation.  There will be no sacredness of life or property.  There will be no police, courts or jails.  Complete lawlessness will rule the earth.

f.  Criminality will reach its peak prior to the second advent of Christ, and it will be motivated by idolatry and the worship of Satan and his demons.
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