Rev 9:15
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb LUW, which means “to loose, untie, release, etc.” and in the passive voice “to be released.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the four demon commanding generals produce the action of being released from the Euphrates prison.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective TESSARES with the noun AGGELOS, meaning “the four angels.”  This is followed by the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural articular perfect passive participle from the verb HETOIMAZW, which means “to cause to be ready, put/keep in readiness, prepare Rev 8:6; 9:7; 16:12; 19:7; 21:2; Jn 14:2-3; of angels held in readiness for that hour Rev 9:15; 12:6.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the ones who” or simply “who.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  The culminative aspect is brought out in translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “had.”

The passive voice indicates that these demon fallen angels received the action of having been prepared or held in readiness for this moment in human history.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, and noun HWRA, meaning “for this hour.”  With this we have the connective or additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the accusative feminine singular noun HĒMERA followed by another KAI and the accusative masculine singular noun MĒN plus another connective KAI and the accusative masculine singular noun ENIAUTOS (BDAG, p. 336), meaning “and day and month and year.”  The use of a single article governing the four time designations, which are connected by KAI, is a clear example of the Granville-Sharp rule.  These four time designations are four aspects of the same thing—our Lord’s precise control of the timing and events of human history.

“And then the four angels [demon commanders], who had been kept in readiness for this hour and day and month and year, were released,”
 is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, and translated “in order that.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill: they might kill” (BDAG, p. 114).

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact; or even better, a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.

The active voice indicates that these four demon leaders produce the action of killing or causing one-third of mankind to be killed.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, indicating the purpose for readiness of these demon leaders.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “a third” or “one-third” plus the partitive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of mankind.”
“in order that they might kill one-third of mankind.”
Rev 9:15 corrected translation
“And then the four angels [demon commanders], who had been kept in readiness for this hour and day and month and year, were released, in order that they might kill one-third of mankind.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the four angels [demon commanders], who had been kept in readiness for this hour and day and month and year, were released,”

a.  John continues with his description of the events of this vision.  The four demon leaders, who had been imprisoned at the Euphrates River are now released from their prison.

b.  The angel with the sixth trumpet faithfully carries out the orders given to him and personally releases these four commanding officer demons from their prison.

c.  But the most startling part of this statement is the fact that these demon general officers have been kept in readiness for this very moment in human history.  The question is: who has kept them in readiness?



(1)  Some commentators, emphasizing the sovereignty of God, say that God has kept them in readiness.  This is certainly not an incorrect statement, because Jesus Christ does control history and God is sovereign over all His creation.  So in a general sense this is true and ultimately God is the One who has kept them in readiness.



(2)  However, we must not disregard the fact that these are fallen angels under the control and authority of Satan.  He and he alone is responsible for giving these fallen angels the motivation and desire to kill mankind.  This motivation and desire did not come from God.



(3)  The readiness to kill indicates that a mental attitude and desire to kill had to be created and perpetuated in these fallen angels, and this readiness to kill does not come from God.  To think so is blasphemous.



(4)  Therefore, Jesus Christ has permitted Satan to hold these fallen angels in a state of readiness to do Satan’s will, which is to kill as much of mankind as God will allow.  Satan himself has kept these commanders in a state of preparation and readiness to do his dirty work.


d.  The phrase for this hour and day and month and year indicates that God has a perfect, precise plan.  It is not just a perfect plan, but also a precise plan.



(1)  Nothing happens by accident in the plan of God.



(2)  Everything in God’s plan is timed perfectly.



(3)  These demons are not permitted to act in human history until the exact right time; that is, the perfect time for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.



(4)  Even though we don’t know the exact year, month, day, or hour that something will occur in the events of human history, God does.


(5)  Nothing happens in human history until God wants it to happen.



(6)  When God wants something to happen in human history, it happens, and it happens at exactly the right time.


e.  Satan has been waiting for this moment since the fall of mankind.



(1)  Satan wanted to kill mankind in the Garden of Eden after their fall, but was not permitted.



(2)  Satan wanted the complete destruction of mankind in the universal flood, but God did not permit it.



(3)  Satan wanted the complete destruction of Israel during the Exodus, but Moses pleaded for the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(4)  Satan has wanted the extermination of the Jews throughout their existence, but even more so, he desires the complete annihilation of the human race.  People worship the very one who seeks their life—so much for the intelligence of man.
2.  “in order that they might kill one-third of mankind.”

a.  John now states the purpose of the release of these four demon officers from their prison—that they might kill a third of mankind.

b.  Killing all of mankind is what Satan really wants, but God only permits him to kill a third of mankind.

c.  All those who will be killed by these demon forces will be unbelievers.  Believers have been sealed until their day of redemption.


d.  The phrase “one-third of mankind” refers to the one third of mankind who are still alive on the earth after all the previous judgments have wiped out great portions of the population of the earth.



(1)  People have been killed through warfare, the first seal judgment, Rev 6:2, “And then I looked, and behold, [there was] a white horse, and the one sitting on it [the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] had a bow [military capability] and a crown [dictatorship] was given to him.  In fact he went out for the purpose of conquering; that is, in order that he might conquer.”


(2)  People have been killed through crime and violence, the second seal judgment, Rev 6:4, “And then another, a fiery red horse went out, and to the one sitting on it [authority] was given to him to take peace from the earth; that is, in order that they will slaughter each other; in fact, a great sword was given to him.”


(3)  People have been killed through warfare, famine and disease, the fourth seal judgment, Rev 6:8, “Then I looked, and behold, [there was] a grey horse, and the one sitting on it, his name [was] ‘Death’.  In fact Hades was following along with him.  Furthermore, authority was given to them over a fourth of the [population of the] earth, to kill with the sword [warfare] and with famine and with fatal illness and by the wild animals of the earth.”


(4)  People have been killed through religious persecution, the fifth seal judgment, Rev 6:9, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God; that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.”


(5)  People have died from earthquakes, meteors, volcanic eruptions, the sixth seal judgment, Rev 6:12-17.



(6)  People died on the seas from the second trumpet judgment, Rev 8:8-9, “And then the second angel sounded his trumpet.  And something like a great mountain being burned with fire was thrown into the sea.  And a third of the sea became blood.  And then a third of the creatures in the sea, the ones having life, died; also a third of the ships were destroyed.”


(7)  People died from the poisoned waters of the third trumpet judgment, Rev 8:11, “And the name of the meteor is called ‘Wormwood’.  And then a third of the waters became wormwood [bitter = polluted]; and many of the human race died by the waters because they were poisoned.”

e.  The size of the demon army these four demon generals control is given in the next verse as 200 million.  Assuming that each demon is permitted to kill at least one person, we can safely conclude that the population of the earth at that time is reduced from 600 million to 400 million on the earth.  This would be the minimum population remaining on the earth, and these would probably be the numbers of only unbelievers.  Of course this is all speculation, since we are not told directly.  It is very possible that this demon army kills far more than 200 million, because the population of the earth may be far greater at this point in the Tribulation.  We just don’t know, and it is certainly not critical theologically.

f.  “The purpose of such mass destruction is redemptive.  This is a warning to the rest of humankind not killed by these plagues that they must get right with God or else.”
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