Rev 9:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, ordinal adjective PEMPTOS and noun AGGELOS, meaning “the fifth angel.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SALPIZW, which means “to blow or sound a trumpet.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the fifth angel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
There is no possessive pronoun “[his];” it is implied from the context.

“And then the fifth angel sounded [his] trumpet.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun ASTĒR, meaning “a star.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”  Then we have the appositional accusative masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall: having fallen.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the existing results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the star produced the action of falling.


The participle is circumstantial, and further describes the accusative masculine singular noun “star.”
This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “to the earth.”
“And I saw a star [Satan] from heaven having fallen to the earth;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: was given.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the star that fell from heaven received the action of being given something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the star.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KLEIS, which means “the key” (BDAG, p. 546).  With this we have the descriptive genitive (see Wallace’s Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, p. 31) from the neuter singular article and noun PHREAR, meaning “of the opening that leads to the depths of the nether world: pit, shaft Rev 9:1-2.”
  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and proper noun ABUSSOS, meaning “a transcendent place associated with the dead and hostile powers: netherworld, Abyss, especially the abode of the dead Rom 10:7 (Ps 106:26) and of demons Lk 8:31; dungeon where the devil is kept Rev 20:3; abode of the Beast, the Antichrist Rev 11:7; 17:8; of Abaddon, the angel of the underworld Rev 9:11; 9:1f; capable of being sealed 20:1, 3.”

“and the key to the shaft of the Abyss was given to him.”
Rev 9:1 corrected translation
“And then the fifth angel sounded [his] trumpet.  And I saw a star [Satan] from heaven having fallen to the earth; and the key to the shaft of the Abyss was given to him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the fifth angel sounded [his] trumpet.”

a.  John continues with his description of the trumpet judgments.  The fifth trumpet judgment is also the first of three woe judgments.

b.  This angel echoes the command of the Lord Jesus Christ, which permits Satan to unleash demon armies on the earth that seek the extermination of the human race.
2.  “And I saw a star [Satan] from heaven having fallen to the earth;”

a.  John sees a star fall from heaven, which can be either from the third heaven where Satan functioned as the guardian of the throne room of God or from the second heaven—the stellar universe, where he has resided since his fall from the third heaven.

b.  This star falls from the stellar universe to the earth, and is a picture of Satan being no longer given access to the stellar universe, but being confined to earth.  We know that the ‘star’ represents a person, because a key is given to this star.  This word-picture has no meaning, if the star is literal.  “The star’s receipt and use of ‘the key of the pit of the abyss’ shows that it stands for an intelligent being.”


c.  The star is the person of Satan.
  Those scholars who say this is an elect angel rather than Satan base their argument on the fact that the ‘falling’ and ‘descending’ from heaven are the same thing and cite Rev 20:1, where an elect angel descends from heaven with the key to the Abyss, in order to imprison Satan for a thousand years.  They argue that this is probably the same angel in both Rev 9:1 and 20:1.  The problem with their argument is that the Greek word PIPTW means ‘to fall’ and the Greek word KATABAINW means ‘to descend’.  This star=angel has already fallen (PIPTW), while the angel in Rev 20:1 descends (KATABAINW).  The actions of the two angels are not the same; otherwise, words have no precise meaning.


(1)  Angels are called stars in Job 38:7, “When the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”


(2)  Satan is called ‘star of the morning’ in Isa 14:12, “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn!  You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!”

d.  Satan’s fall from heaven is described by our Lord in Lk 10:18, “And He said to them, ‘I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.’”

e.  The casting down of Satan from heaven is described in Rev 12:9, “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”
3.  “and the key to the shaft of the Abyss was given to him.”

a.  The key refers to power and authority.  Satan is given the power and authority to unleash his demon armies from the prison under the earth, called the Abyss.  Satan is given the freedom to use demons that have been held in prison for all or most of human history.  But he will only be allowed to use them within the will of God.  “The fallen angel of Rev 9:1 is ‘given sovereignty (‘the key’) over the shaft of the abyss’, which is the realm of demons over which Satan rules.  Christ is ultimately the one who bestows this key, since he has overcome Satan and now ‘possesses the keys of death and Hades’ (Rev 1:18).  Neither Satan nor his evil servants can any longer unleash the forces of hell on earth unless they are given power to do so by the resurrected Christ.”
  The use of these demons is described in the next few verses.

b.  The Abyss is not the same as Hades, Sheol, or Hell, since Hades is mentioned by its own Greek name (HADES) in Rev 20:13.  “The LXX uses ABUSSOS as a rendering of the Hebrew word TEHOM, but never of SHEOL (the Hebrew word for Hades); and probably TEHOM never meant the ‘abode of the dead,’ which was the ordinary meaning of Sheol.”
  The Abyss is a special underworld prison for demons and may be a further compartment of Hades as Torments is a compartment of Hades.  “The abyss is the preliminary place of incarceration for fallen angels from which some of them are about to be released under this trumpet.”
  Isa 24:21-22, “So it will happen in that day, that the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high [fallen angels], and the kings of the earth on earth.  They will be gathered together like prisoners in the dungeon, and will be confined in prison; and after many days [the millennial reign of Christ] they will be punished [cast into the lake of fire].”


(1)  The Abyss is mentioned again in Rev 11:7, “When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.”


(2)  The Abyss is mentioned in Rom 10:7 and associated with the place of the dead, “Or, ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss [Hades]?’  This means that Christ must rise up from the dead.”


(3)  The Abyss is a place of imprisonment for demons, Lk 8:31, “They were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the Abyss.”


(4)  The Abyss is the place of imprisonment of Satan during the millennial reign of Christ, Rev 20:1-2, “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the Abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”


(5)  “The Abyss is apparently the prison of demons and fallen angelic beings.  This explains the fear of the demons in Lk 8:31.  They wanted to remain free, not be placed in prison.  Jesus apparently allows them freedom because the time of judgment has not yet arrived.  Likewise it explains why Satan is imprisoned in the Abyss, for it is the standard place to imprison such beings.”



(6)  The Abyss is not the same compartment of Hades as Tartarus, which is mentioned in 2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment.”  This indicates that there are at least two separate underworld prisons for demons: Tartarus, which holds the fallen angels who violated the rules of the angelic conflict prior to the flood, and the Abyss, which holds a separate group of fallen angels.

c.  Therefore, the fifth trumpet judgment and first woe on mankind is Satan being permitted to unleash one of his imprisoned demon armies to torture the unbelievers of the earth.  Notice that Satan hates mankind, even those who do not believe in God and worship Satan.  Satan wants to be worshipped as God, but hates those who do so.  Such is the nature of hypocrisy.
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