Rev 8:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then.”  This is followed by the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the past action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, produced the action of opening each of the seals.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SPHRAGIS (BDAG, p. 980) with the feminine singular article and ordinal adjective HEBDOMOS (BDAG, p. 269), which means “the seventh seal.”
“And then when He opened the seventh seal,”
 is the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be, happen, occur: there was.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which looks at the past action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that silence produced the action of occurring or happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple reality and fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun SIGĒ, meaning “silence, silent.”  Since the verb SIGAW means ‘to become silent’ and John could have easily used this verb here, the use of GINOMAI with the noun SIGĒ means “there was silence” rather than “it became silent.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “in heaven” and referring to the third heaven, the abode of God and the elect angels.  Then we have the relative adverb HWS, which, “when used with numerals, indicates a degree that approximates a point on a scale of extent, meaning: about, approximately, nearly Mk 5:13; 8:9; Lk 1:56; 8:42; Jn 1:39; 4:6; 6:10, 19; 19:14, 39; 21:8; Acts 4:4; 5:7, 36; 13:18, 20; Rev 8:1.”
  With this we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular noun HĒMIWRON, meaning “a half hour Rev 8:1.”
 

“there was silence in heaven for about a half an hour.”
Rev 8:1 corrected translation
“And then when He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about a half an hour.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then when He opened the seventh seal,”

a.  John now continues with his narration of what he saw in this vision of the opening of the seven seals of the scroll taken from the hand of God the Father by the Lamb, Jesus Christ.  The opening of the seventh seal continues the narrative from the close of chapter six.

b.  The person who has been opening each of the seals, the only One worthy to do so, is the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  The opening of the seventh seal begins the final events of judgment on earth of unbelievers and the final judgment of Satan as the supreme antagonist of the angelic conflict.

d.  This is the beginning of the end of God’s purpose for human history.
2.  “there was silence in heaven for about a half an hour.”

a.  Our Lord opens the seventh seal and one of the most dramatic things in the history of creatures occurs—nothing.  There is no action, no movement, no speaking, no angelic proclamation, no chorus of angels singing, no prostrating of angels, no explanation from a messenger angel to John, and no sound from God the Father or the Lamb.

b.  ISBE says of this half-hour, “The silence of ‘half an hour’ that followed the breaking of the seventh seal was a period of ecstatic suspense during which, unexpectedly, nothing happens — except almost unendurably tense expectation of judgment.”


c.  ISBE gives three interpretations of this silence:



(1)  “Some view it as a dramatic pause, something like the silence before the foreman of a jury reports a verdict.


(2)  Others understand it as a return to the total stillness that existed at creation.


(3)  Still others read it in light of the Talmudic tractate Hagigah, which describes how God silenced the angels by day so that He might hear the prayers of Israel and show them His lovingkindness.  In Rev 8:1 all heaven is silenced, and in verses 3-4 the prayers of the saints are presented to God by an angel.”
   As you can see, there is nothing but speculation about what is going on and why.

d.  A.T. Robertson says of this silence, “[There is] dramatic effect by this profound stillness with no elder or angel speaking, no chorus of praise nor cry of adoration, no thunder from the throne, but a temporary cessation in the revelations.”


e.  What is the significance of the period of time (a half an hour), since this is found nowhere else in Scripture.


(1)  To a little child or a person having a tooth drilled by a dentist, a half an hour seems like forever.  To two lovers who will be parted for the next year because the man has to go off to war, the last half hour together before he leaves seems like only seconds together.



(2)  It is also interesting to note that creatures (John) think in terms of time, even in heaven.  God has created time for our benefit as creatures, and all creatures relate to time.  We will always relate to time even in heaven, just as John did here.



(3)  This half hour indicates that the time is short for three groups of creatures.




(1)  The time is short for Satan and the fallen angels.  They only have three and one half years left before they are cast into prison for a thousand years, and then into the eternal lake of fire.




(2)  The time is short for all unbelievers on earth to believe in Christ.  They only have a little over three years left and many of them will die long before this period of time is over.




(3)  The time is short for all believers in heaven and on earth waiting for the second advent of Jesus Christ.


f.  Notice that the silence exists in heaven, while there is never any silence on earth.


g.  Osborne says, “The OT writers take ‘silence’ as an anticipation of God’s imminent action…or as a fearsome awe in light of his coming judgment.  This provides a more natural background for the silence here.  All in heaven are in breathless anticipation as they await God’s final actions in bringing history to a close.”


h.  The significance of the silence is that God is finished with graciously warning people on the earth to believe in Christ.  Now He will warn them through severe judgment and catastrophic events.  The worst things that can happen on earth to mankind will now happen as the final warnings to believe in Christ.

i.  God gave man gracious warnings through catastrophic events during the first half of the tribulation.  Then God pauses for a moment to allow the unbeliever to think about what has happened and what he must do (believe in Christ).  Then follows the severe judgment of unparalleled catastrophe against the unbeliever for his failure to believe in Christ.  This is the same pattern that occurs in the life of every individual unbeliever.  They receive gracious warnings to believe in Christ with small catastrophes throughout their life.  Then there is a pause in warning from God, where everything seems to be fine in their life just before the final blow of sudden death—the ultimate catastrophe for the unbeliever.
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