Rev 7:5-8

























 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular noun PHULĒ, meaning “from the tribe.”
“from the tribe”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine plural cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “twelve” (BDAG, p. 265) and the nominative feminine plural noun CHILIAS, meaning “a thousand” (BDAG, p. 1084).
“twelve thousand”
 is the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb SPHRAGIZW, which means “to be sealed: were sealed.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that these Jewish evangelists received the action of being sealed.


The participle is circumstantial.
“were sealed”
 is the descriptive genitive (genitive of identity) from the masculine singular proper nouns IOUDAS = Judah; HROUBEN = Reuben; GAD = Gad; ASĒR = Asher; NEPHTHALIM = Naphtali; MANASSĒ = Manasseh; SUMEWN = Simeon; LEUI = Levi; ISSACHAR = Issachar; ZABOULWN = Zebulun; IWSĒPH = Joseph; BENIAMIN = Benjamin.
Rev 7:5-8 corrected translation
“from the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed,”
Explanation:
1.  The 144,000 Jewish evangelists are taken from twelve different groups of Jews, called tribes, which are the specific blood lines of the descendents of a particular father, Jacob.
2.  There are twelve groups of 12,000 equaling 144,000.

3.  The list is not geographical, since Levi is included.  Levi owned no territory in the land of Israel.

4.  John does not mention the tribe of Dan among the tribes contributing evangelists to the 144,000.  Since Irenaeus (190 A.D.), Christian scholars have speculated that this tribe is omitted because the Antichrist [actually it would be the False Prophet, the dictator of Israel, who would come from the tribe of Dan, rather than the Gentile religious ruler from Rome] would come from Dan based on Gen 49:17, “Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a horned snake in the path, that bites the horse’s heels, so that his rider falls backward.”

a.  However, this is only speculation, and even if Antichrist comes from Dan, Dan is still mentioned as one of the twelve tribes in the list of tribes in Ezek 48:1-7, when Israel is restored to the land after the Babylonian captivity (586-516 B.C.), “Now these are the names of the tribes: …, Dan, one portion.  Beside the border of Dan, from the east side to the west side, Asher, one portion.  Beside the border of Asher, from the east side to the west side, Naphtali, one portion.  Beside the border of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side, Manasseh, one portion.  Beside the border of Manasseh, from the east side to the west side, Ephraim, one portion.  Beside the border of Ephraim, from the east side to the west side, Reuben, one portion.  Beside the border of Reuben, from the east side to the west side, Judah, one portion.”

b.  Also in Rev 21:12-13 we have the statement that the new Jerusalem has twelve gates, and each has the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel, “It [the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven] had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.  There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west.”  These gates are not named in Rev 21, but they are named in Ezek 48:31-34, “These…shall be the gates of the city, named for the tribes of Israel, three gates toward the north: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one.  On the east side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the gate of Dan, one.  On the south side, 4,500 cubits by measurement, shall be three gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of Issachar, one; the gate of Zebulun, one.  On the west side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, one.”  Notice the gate of Dan is one of the gates.


c.  Scholars assume that one of the two sons of Joseph, the tribe of Manasseh, is put in the place of Dan.  In Ezek 48:32-34 only the tribe of Joseph is mentioned, because both of Joseph’s sons (Ephraim and Manasseh) are contained within the tribe of Joseph.  However, in our passage in Rev 7, Manasseh and Joseph are both mentioned as separate tribes.
5.  There are twenty lists of the tribes of Israel in the Bible and each one is different.  See the chart of the tribes of Israel (below—page 5).  Not all of the lists could fit on one page on the spreadsheet.  For the missing lists see Num 2:3-31; 34:19-29; Josh 21:4-7.
6.   The tribe of Joseph in our list in Rev 7 refers to all the sons of Jacob, since Manasseh, the other son of Joseph is mentioned separately.
7.  The tribe of Judah is listed first, because it is the tribe of the Lord Jesus Christ, the ruler of Israel.

8.  The tribes of Israel related to the breastplate of the Levitical High Priest and the encampment of Israel have Ephraim and Manasseh representing the tribe of Joseph.
  The tribe of Levi is represented in the person of the High Priest and the Tabernacle.  Notice that the tribe of Dan is represented in both as well, just as that tribe has a gate in the New Jerusalem named after them.  So why is Dan missing from our list in Rev 7?  Many scholars say that it is because of their close association with idolatry (Beale, Osborne).  Dr. Thomas gives an excellent explanation:

“Another proposal to explain why Dan is omitted is that Dan left his inheritance and moved north to Lachish and practiced idolatry.  This tribe was given an inheritance by lot just like the rest, but chose to move away and settle in the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, thereby rejecting the word of the Lord.  Being the only tribe that failed to conquer its territory (Judg 1:34), it turned to idolatry as an alternative to obeying God (Judg 18:14-31).  Idolatry in particular was the blight upon Dan.  Deut 29:18-21 requires the blotting out of the name of anyone who introduces idolatry into Israel (cf. also Deut 29:24-26).  The Scripture gives regular notice of this tribe’s offensiveness in this regard (Judg 18:2, 30-31; 1 Kg 11:26; 12:28-30).  The only narrative in the OT in which Dan played a part is the one related to the worship of idols in Judg 18:1-31.  Idolaters will be excluded from the New Jerusalem (Rev 22:15). Though Dan is included in the future distribution of the land (Ezekiel 48), it appears that this branch of the family will be excluded from the protective sealing prior to the trumpet judgments because of the blot upon Dan’s history caused by idolatry.  The other tribes were guilty of the same sin, but Dan was the leader in idolatrous practices.”

Apparently the negative volition is so great in the tribe of Dan during the Tribulation that no evangelists will come from that tribe.  Though many from that tribe will be saved by the evangelization of the rest of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists, no sealed Jewish evangelists will come from this tribe.

9.  Another problem is the omission of the tribe of Ephraim (one half of the tribe of Joseph) from the list, when the other half of the tribe of Joseph (Manasseh) is listed.  Again Dr. Thomas has an excellent explanation, “Ephraim like Dan was addicted to idolatry according to Judg 17:1-13; 18:2, 30-31; 1 Kg 12:25-29; Hos 4:17.  Ephraim was foremost in the defection from the house of David (2 Sam 2:9; Isa 7:9, 17) and was an ally of the enemies of Judah (Isa 7:2, 5; Hos 5:3).  The inclusion of Joseph in Rev 7 accomplishes the purpose of including Ephraim without the unpleasant connotation that the name carried.”
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10.  The order of the gates of the city in Ezek 48:31-34 is closest to the order of John’s list in Rev 7, if it is rearranged according to direction—north, west, south, and east, and if Judah’s name is placed first.  This list in Ezekiel includes Levi and Joseph as John’s list does.
     A          B         C          D         E          F          G           H          I           J            K         L           M            N           O         P
	Gen 35:22
	Gen 46:8
	Gen 49
	Ex 1:1
	Num 1:2
	Num 13:4
	Num 26:5ff
	Dt 27:11
	Dt 33:6ff
	Josh 13-19
	Judg 5
	1 Chr 2-8
	1 Chr 12:24
	1 Chr 27:16
	Ezek 48
	Rev 7

	Reuben
	Reuben
	Reuben
	Reuben
	Reuben
	Reuben
	Reuben
	Simeon
	Reuben
	Reuben
	Ephraim
	Reuben
	Judah
	Reuben
	Dan
	Judah

	Simeon
	Simeon
	Simeon
	Simeon
	Simeon
	Simeon
	Simeon
	Levi
	Judah
	Gad
	Benjamin
	Simeon
	Simeon
	Simeon
	Asher
	Reuben

	Levi
	Levi
	Levi
	Levi
	Judah
	Judah
	Gad
	Judah
	Levi
	Manasseh
	Issachar
	Levi
	Levi
	Levi
	Naphtali
	Gad

	Judah
	Judah
	Judah
	Judah
	Issachar
	Issachar
	Judah
	Issachar
	Benjamin
	Levi
	Reuben
	Judah
	Benjamin
	Judah
	Manasseh
	Asher

	Issachar
	Issachar
	Zebulun
	Issachar
	Zebulun
	Ephraim
	Issachar
	Joseph
	Joseph
	Judah
	Dan
	Issachar
	Ephraim
	Issachar
	Ephraim
	Naphtali

	Zebulun
	Zebulun
	Issachar
	Zebulun
	Joseph
	Benjamin
	Zebulun
	Benjamin
	Zebulun
	Joseph
	Asher
	Zebulun
	Manasseh
	Zebulun
	Reuben
	Manasseh

	Joseph
	Gad
	Dan
	Benjamin
	Benjamin
	Zebulun
	Joseph
	Reuben
	Issachar
	Benjamin
	Zebulun
	Dan
	Issachar
	Naphtali
	Judah
	Simeon

	Benjamin
	Asher
	Gad
	Dan
	Dan
	Manasseh
	Benjamin
	Gad
	Gad
	Simeon
	Naphtali
	Joseph
	Zebulun
	Ephraim
	Levi
	Levi

	Dan
	Joseph
	Asher
	Naphtali
	Asher
	Dan
	Dan
	Asher
	Dan
	Zebulun
	
	Benjamin
	Naphtali
	Manasseh
	Benjamin
	Issachar

	Naphtali
	Benjamin
	Naphtali
	Gad
	Gad
	Asher
	Asher
	Zebulun
	Naphtali
	Issachar
	 
	Naphtali
	Dan
	Benjamin
	Simeon
	Zebulun

	Gad
	Dan
	Joseph
	Asher
	Naphtali
	Naphtali
	Naphtali
	Dan
	Asher
	Asher
	 
	Gad
	Asher
	Dan
	Issachar
	Joseph

	Asher
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	Benjamin
	Joseph
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	Naphtali
	 
	Asher
	Reuben/Gad
	 
	Zebulun
	Benjamin

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Dan
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Gad
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Column A is the order of children according to Jacob's wives and his wives' maids: Leah (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun), Rachel (Joseph, Benjamin),
	

	
	Bilhah (Dan, Naphtali), Zilpah (Gad, Asher).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Column B is the order of children according to Jacob's wives and wives' maids in a different order: Leah, Leah's maid Zilpah, Rachel, Rachel's maid Bilhah.
	
	

	Column E omits Levi, because the Levites were not required to supply men for the army of Israel.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Column F has the tribe of Manasseh representing the tribe of Joseph: "from the tribe of Joseph, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi"
	
	
	

	Column G omits Levi, because the sons of Levi were not involved in the census of eligible men for war.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Column I is Moses' blessing of the twelve tribes before his death; there is no blessing of Simeon.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Column J lists the tribes according to the allotment of the land of Israel in order of how each tribe received their land.
	
	
	
	
	

	Column K is Deborah's song after the battle describing how each tribe supported the battle: Simeon, Levi, Gad, Judah, and Manasseh are not mentioned.
	
	

	Column M is the list of tribes ordered to come to the coronation of David as king of Israel.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Column N is the list of tribes under David's authority as king; Gad is not listed.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Column O is a geographical list from north to south.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


� Charts courtesy of Dr. Robert Luginbill (my fellow seminary student and great friend), Associate Professor of Classical and Modern Languages, University of Louisville.


� Thomas, Vol I, p. 481.


� Thomas, Vol I, p. 481.
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