Rev 6:17



 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that the great day of the wrath of God the Father and God the Son has produced the action of finally coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of truth and reality.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, followed by the article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “the great day.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ORGĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of their wrath.”
“because the great day of their wrath has come,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a gnomic/static/aoristic present for an action that is universally a fact that never changes.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the indefinite interrogative pronoun “who” producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.  The factual answer is that no one is able to stand before the wrath of God.

Finally, we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the indefinite person/creature receives the action of being able to stand.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb “to be able.”
“and who is able to stand?’”
Rev 6:17 corrected translation
“because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’”
Explanation:
1.  “because the great day of their wrath has come,”

a.  These unbelievers are able to state the reason why they want to end their life—the judgment of a righteous God has come upon them.  Remarkably, they recognize that the end of the world as they know it is in fact God’s judgment upon them.  Yet they still refuse to believe in Christ and trust in the love of God.  They have seen the death of one-fourth of the population of the earth, a worldwide famine, global warfare and violence, a worldwide earthquake, and a terrifying meteor shower.  Certainly these are enough signs to conclude that the great day of God’s wrath has come.

b.  Though they think they can avoid the judgment of God by death, they are badly mistaken.

c.  They do not want to have to face the terrible tribulations and judgments that await them in the next several years.  They just want to get it over with and die.  However, they do not recognize that they still face the compartment of Hades called Torments, followed by the eternal lake of fire.  Things are only going to get worse for them after death.


d.  The specific day of the wrath of God is a reference to the second advent of Christ and the resultant baptism of fire, in which all unbelievers are cast off the earth into the compartment of Hades called Torments.


e.  The great day of the wrath of God is more than a literal twenty-four hour period.  It is the last three and one-half years of the Great Tribulation, culminating in the second advent of Christ.


f.  The day of the wrath of God is mentioned in:



(1)  Rom 2:5, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart [right lobe of the soul], you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God.”


(2)  Rom 9:22-24, “Moreover, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to reveal His omnipotence, God has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers] having been prepared [designed] for destruction [Last Judgment], also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which [vessels] He previously prepared for glory, even us whom He has elected, not only from among Jews but also from among Gentiles.”


(3)  Eph 2:3-5, “in connection with whom [the sons of disobedience = unbelievers] all we also formerly conducted ourselves in the lusts produced by our flesh, by carrying out the desires of our flesh [sin nature] and thoughts [attitudes, imaginations, impulses].  Furthermore, we kept on being by nature the children destined for wrath even as the rest [of the unbelievers].  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love, with which He loved us, even when we were dead in transgressions, caused [us] to be made alive in association with Christ (by grace you have been saved with the result that you are saved).”


(4)  Eph 5:6, “Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things, the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief [unbelievers].”


(5)  Col 3:5-6, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry, because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming.”


(6)  1 Thes 1:9-10, “For they themselves report about us what sort of reception we had with you and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God and to wait for His Son from the heavens, whom He raised up out from the dead, Jesus, the one who delivers us from the coming wrath.”


(7)  1 Thes 2:16, “who [unbelieving Jews] tried to hinder us from speaking to the Gentiles, in order that they might be saved, resulting in always filling up their sins.  But the wrath will come upon them through all eternity.”


(8)  1 Thes 5:9, “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(9)  Isa 63:4, “For the day of vengeance was in My heart, and My year of redemption has come.”


(10)  Jer 30:7, “Alas! for that day is great, there is none like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s distress, but he will be saved from it.”


(11)  Joel 1:15, “Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is near, and it will come as destruction from the Almighty.”


(12)  Joel 2:1-2, “Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain!  Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains, so there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”


(13)  Joel 2:11, “The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word.  The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”


(14)  Joel 2:31, “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.”


(15)  Zeph 1:14-18, “Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the Lord!  In it the warrior cries out bitterly.  A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the high corner towers.  I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the Lord; and their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung.  Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth.”


(16)  Mal 3:2, “But who can endure the day of His coming?  And who can stand when He appears?  For He is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.”
2.  “and who is able to stand?’”

a.  No unbeliever or fallen angel is able to stand against the wrath and judgment of God.

b.  Ps 76:7, “You, even You, are to be feared; and who may stand in Your presence when once You are angry?”  Nah 1:6, “Who can stand before His indignation?  Who can endure the burning of His anger?  His wrath is poured out like fire and the rocks are broken up by Him.”

c.  However, all elect angels and those human beings who have put their faith, trust, and confidence in Jesus Christ are able to stand.



(1)  That elect angels stand before God is mentioned in Rev 8:2, “And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.”


(2)  That believers of the human race stand before God is taught in:




(a)  Lk 21:36, “But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”



(b)  Rom 14:4, “You, who are you who keeps judging another’s house slave?  To his own lord he stands or falls.  In fact he will hold his ground, because the Lord is able to make him stand.”



(c)  Jude 24, “Now to Him [God the Father] who is able to protect you from stumbling and to set you [cause you to stand] blameless in the presence of His glory full of exultation,…”

d.  These unbelievers correctly access the situation—they will not be able to stand before a righteous, just, and loving God and justify their rejection of His love.  They will get what they deserve and they recognize it.
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