Rev 6:16



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: they said.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the unbelievers of the earth produced the action of saying the same thing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the neuter plural article and noun OROS, meaning “to the mountains,” followed by the connective KAI, meaning “and” with the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural article and noun PETRA, meaning “the rocks.”
“and they said to the mountains and the rocks,”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the mountains and rocks are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an entreaty.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on us.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb KRUPTW, which means “to hide, conceal.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the mountains and rocks are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an entreaty.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”
“‘Fall on us and hide us”
 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular noun PROSWPON, which means literally “the face” of someone, but is used figuratively, meaning “from the presence.”  This is followed by the descriptive or possessive genitive from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means, “the One who sits.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the moment John was looking at the throne.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning; God the Father producing the action of sitting on His throne.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “on the throne.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun ORGĒ, meaning “from the wrath.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, meaning “of the Lamb” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“from the presence of Him Who sits on the throne [the Father], and from the wrath of the Lamb [Jesus Christ];”
Rev 6:16 corrected translation
“and they said to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him Who sits on the throne [the Father], and from the wrath of the Lamb [Jesus Christ];”
Explanation:
1.  “and they said to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us”

a.  All of the unbelievers of the earth try to hide themselves from the cataclysmic events happening on the earth and then ask the very mountains that have been moving because of the tremendous earthquakes to fall on them and hide them.

b.  They are not asking to die; they are asking to be hidden from the wrath of God.

c.  They think that somehow the great earthquake does not come from God.  They don’t associate the earthquake with God.


d.  In addition, they are asking irrational, inanimate objects to do their bidding.


e.  They are irrational in several ways.



(1)  They think they can hide from God, which is impossible.



(2)  They think that inanimate objects like mountains and rocks can do their bidding.  And if this is not their thinking, then they are asking God to cause the mountains and rocks to fall on them without killing them and hide them from God’s own wrath.



(3)  They think a mountain can fall on them without killing them, and then hide them from God’s punishment.  If God wants to punish them, then He will just crush them with the mountain and rocks Himself.


f.  People in a state of panic and fear cannot think rationally, straight, logically, or any other way.


g.  Mt 10:26; Mk 4:22; Lk 8:17; 12:2, “For there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.”

h.  Heb 4:13, “Furthermore no creature is hidden from His sight, but all things [are] uncovered and laid bare to His eyes to Whom we have to give an account.”

i.  Hos 10:8, “Also the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, will be destroyed; thorn and thistle will grow on their altars; then they will say to the mountains, ‘Cover us!’  And to the hills, ‘Fall on us!’”

j.  Lk 23:30, “Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’”

k.  Rev 9:6, “And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.”
2.  “from the presence of Him Who sits on the throne [the Father], and from the wrath of the Lamb [Jesus Christ];”

a.  These unbelievers think that God cannot see them if they are behind a rock or in a cave or hidden by some other physical object.  They believe that material objects are a hindrance to immaterial God.

b.  Notice that these unbelievers acknowledge the existence of God the Father and God the Son by seeking to be hidden from their presence.  If they believed that God did not exist, then they would feel no need to hide from Him.

c.  It is also important to note that they recognize the existence of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Lamb of God.  Yet, even though acknowledging the Lamb’s existence, they refuse to believe in Him for eternal life.

d.  Unbelievers fear the judgment and punishment of God, yet refuse to accept His offer of salvation and deliverance.


e.  Notice also that the wrath of God is directed toward the unbeliever, not toward the believer.  Believers are delivered from the wrath of God.


f.  The wrath of God comes from the Lord Jesus Christ, because all judgment has been given to Him by the Father.  Jn 5:22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”

g.  The Lamb, who died for their sins, will now administer judgment against those who have rejected His love.

h.  Unbelievers are destined to receive the wrath of God, Eph 2:3, “in connection with whom [the sons of disobedience = unbelievers] all we also formerly conducted ourselves in the lusts produced by our flesh, by carrying out the desires of our flesh [sin nature] and thoughts [attitudes, imaginations, impulses].  Furthermore, we kept on being by nature the children destined for wrath even as the rest [of the unbelievers].”

i.  Rom 1:18, “Therefore the anger [judgment] of God is being revealed from heaven on all rejection of God and wrongdoing [unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice] of men, who suppress the truth by means of wrongdoing [unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice].”

j.  Eph 5:6, “Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things, the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief [unbelievers].”

k.  Col 3:5-6, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry, because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming.”

l.  Rom 2:5-8, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart [right lobe of the soul], you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God, who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.  To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.  But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness—anger and wrath!”
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