Rev 5:7



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “He came.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “He took.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which is only used in narrative context as a simple past tense without concern for present consequences.  It focuses so much on the act that there is no room left for the results.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

There is no direct object in this sentence, but must be supplied from the context.  The previous accusative neuter singular of BIBLION = ‘scroll’ in verse 5.  In English we would say, “He came and took [it],” referring to the scroll.
“And then He [Jesus Christ] came and took [it (the scroll)]”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and adjective DEXIOS, which means “from the right [hand]” and refers to the right hand of God the Father as in Rev 5:1.  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means, “the One who sits.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the moment John was looking at the throne.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, God the Father producing the action of sitting on His throne.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “on the throne.”
“from the right hand of the One [God the Father] who sits on the throne.”
Rev 5:7 corrected translation
“And then He [Jesus Christ] came and took [it (the scroll)] from the right hand of the One [God the Father] who sits on the throne.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then He [Jesus Christ] came and took [it (the scroll)]”

a.  The next thing that John sees is the Lamb with perfect omnipotence and perfect omniscience; that is, the hypostatic union of Christ move from His position standing among the various angels that carry out the will of God to a position in front of God the Father.

b.  The movement of our Lord Jesus Christ indicates His positive volition or willingness to carry out the plan of God the Father.

c.  The humanity of Christ coming to the Father is a picture of the positive volition of all those who believe in Christ coming to the Father with their faith in Christ.

d.  Taking the scroll is a picture of doing the will of God the Father; for our Lord is not just going to take the scroll, but He is going to open it and execute the instructions contained within it.


e.  Taking the scroll is also a picture of the authority of God the Father over the final events of human history being given or delegated to God the Son in hypostatic union.


f.  Dan 7:13-14 is the only OT passage in which a divine, Messiah-like figure is portrayed  as approaching God’s heavenly throne to receive authority,
 “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”
2.  “from the right hand of the One [God the Father] who sits on the throne.”

a.  This phrase identifies the scroll as the object mentioned in Rev 5:1, “Then I saw on the right [hand] of Him [Father] who sits on the throne a scroll having been written on the inside and on the outside, having been sealed with seven seals.”

b.  Since the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, is coming forward and taking the scroll, the Person sitting on the throne can logically only be God the Father.  This is also described in Dan 7:9-10, “I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool.  His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire.  A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, and the books were opened.”

c.  The scroll again represents God the Father’s plan, will, and decree for the remainder of human history.


d.  God the Father’s position on the throne is a picture of His authority to plan, will, and decree the final events of human history.


e.  God the Father and God the Son are in perfect agreement as to the execution of the final events of human history and the resolution of the angelic conflict.
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