Rev 5:14



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and cardinal adjective TESSARES with the noun ZWION, meaning “the four living beings.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: they kept saying.”

The imperfect tense is a durative and iterative imperfect, indicating that the action kept on taking place in the past at various times—continuous repeated action.


The active voice indicates that the four seraph angels produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality and fact of what occurred.

This is followed by the particle of exclamation AMĒN, which is the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew verb which means, “I believe it.”  “The various derivatives reflect the same concept of certainty and dependability.  The derivative AMĒN “verily” is carried over into the New Testament in the word amen, which is our English word “amen.”  Jesus used the word frequently (Mt 5:18, 26, etc.) to stress the certainty of a matter.  The Hebrew and Greek forms come at the end of prayers and hymns of praise (Ps 41:13); 106:48; 2 Tim 4:18; Rev 22:20).  This indicates that the term so used ought to express certainty and assurance in the Lord.”
  The Hebrew verb means “I believe it.”
“And then the four living beings kept saying, ‘Amen’ [I believe it].”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective PRESBUTEROS, meaning “the elders” and referring to the twenty-four cherubs sitting around the throne of God.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall down.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.

The active voice indicates that the twenty-four elder/leader cherub angels produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.

This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the twenty-four elder/leader cherub angels produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.
“And then the elders [angelic general staff] fell down and worshipped.”
Rev 5:14 corrected translation
“And then the four living beings kept saying, ‘Amen’ [I believe it].  And then the elders [angelic general staff] fell down and worshipped.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the four living beings kept saying, ‘Amen’ [I believe it].”

a.  The next thing that happens in the worship of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ is the worship of the four seraph angels, the highest ranking angels in heaven.

b.  These four angels keep on saying that what has been declared in praise to God by

all the elect angels and believers is a faithful and true statement, which they firmly believe.  In effect, these angels are declaring ‘It is true and I believe it’.



(1)  This is evidence of the existence of positive volition in the angelic creature.



(2)  This tells us that angels have a free will and are capable of expressing that will freely.


(3)  These angels don’t keep saying this because they have to, but because they want to.  They are not compelled by God to worship Him; they do so of their own free will.



(4)  For these angels as well as for us, it is an honor and privilege to worship God.


c.  The word ‘Amen’ occurs at the close of the New Testament doxologies that ascribe praise to God and Christ: Rom 1:25; 9:5; 11:36; 16:27; Gal 1:5; Eph 3:21; Phil 4:20; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:16; 2 Tim 4:18; Heb 13:21; 1 Pet 4:11; 5:11; Jude 25.”
 

2.  “And then the elders [angelic general staff] fell down and worshipped.”

a.   The final act in this highest of angelic worship is the silent worship of the twenty-four cherubs.


(1)  Falling down refers to their bodily posture of obedience to the persons of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  Their worship in silence is their mental and spiritual attitude of obedience to the persons of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.   This is the silent worship of thinking, remembering, and applying their knowledge of God in their souls.

c.  God can be worshipped in verbal praise (the previous verse) and He can be worshipped in silent praise (this verse).  Both are efficacious and acceptable to God.

d.  The silence of these angels indicates their readiness to hear and obey whatever God wants.  They are always ready and waiting to do the will of God, and happy to do so.


e.  Their posture and silence also indicates their thankfulness to God for all He has done for them.  They are thankful for the coming judgment of Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers.  They are thankful for the coming resolution of the angelic conflict.

3.  Robert Mounce provides an excellent summary of chapter 5 (p. 138 of his commentary), “Chapter 5 has revealed a central truth that governs the entire book of Revelation.  By his sacrificial death the Lamb has taken control of the course of history and guaranteed its future.  He alone was worthy to break the seals and open the scroll of destiny.  The hosts of heaven break out in jubilant song honoring the redemptive work of the Lion who is the Lamb.  His triumphant sacrifice has transformed men and women from every part of the universe into priests in the service of God.  Countless angels circle his throne and declare his power and praise.  This vision of the grandeur of the triumphant Lamb prepares John to share with his readers the more solemn aspects of the judgments that lie in the future.  A vivid portrayal of the one who has won the crucial battle against sin supplies the confidence that in the troubled times to come there remains a hope that is steadfast and sure.”
�  Harris, R. Laird, Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, (Chicago: Moody Press) 1999, c1980.


� Bromiley, G. W. (1988; 2002). The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised (Vol. 4, Page 1125). Eerdmans.
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