Rev 4:9
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the temporal particle HOTAN, meaning “whenever” (BDAG, p. 731).  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The future tense is an iterative, predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place at periodic intervals in the future.

The active voice indicates that these four living beings [angelic staff officers] produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ZWION, meaning “the living beings.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular nouns DOXA, meaning “glory,” TIMĒ, meaning “honor” and EUCHARISTIA, meaning “thanksgiving,” each connected by KAI, meaning “and.”  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit: the One who sits.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the state of being of the subject.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, our Lord producing the action of sitting on His throne at the right side of the Father.


The participle is substantivized by the article and functions as the indirect object of the main verb.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “on the throne.”
“And whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanksgiving to the One who sits on the throne,”
 is the appositional dative of indirect object from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.


The present tense is a durative/static/gnomic present, which describes the perpetual state of being of the subject.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of living forever.


The participle is substantivized by the article and functions as the indirect object of the main verb.

Then we have the (phrase from Rev 1:6, 18) preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, literally “for the ages,” meaning “forever.”   With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the ages.”  This phrase: “for the ages of the ages” is a Greek idiom meaning “forever and ever; or for evermore.”
“to the One who lives forever and ever,”
Rev 4:9 corrected translation
“And whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanksgiving to the One who sits on the throne, to the One who lives forever and ever,”
Explanation:
1.  “And whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanksgiving to the One who sits on the throne,”

a.  John continues his description of the throne room of heaven with the activity of the four living beings or angelic seraph staff officers.

b.  One of their main functions is to lead in worship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They do this by giving glory, honor, and thanksgiving to Him.  They don’t do this over and over again as a meaningless ritual for eternity, but do it periodically (the iterative future).  We will see four times in the future when they do this: Rev 5:8, 14; 11:16; 19:4.

c.  The One who sits on the throne has already been identified as the glorified person of the Lord Jesus Christ in Rev 4:2b-3, “And behold, a throne was standing in heaven and someone is sitting on the throne.  Furthermore, He [Jesus Christ] who was sitting on the throne [was] similar in appearance to a gem stone, to jasper and to carnelian [reddish], and the rainbow encircling the throne [was] like an emerald in appearance.”

d.  Glory belongs to God; therefore, He is always worthy to receive glory from His creatures.


(1)  Rom 1:23, “In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.”


(2)  Rom 4:20, “that is, with reference to the promise of God, he did not doubt by means of unbelief, but he was made strong by means of doctrine, having given glory to God.”


(3)  Rom 11:36, “Because all things [are] from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.”


(4)  Rom 16:27, “to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”


(5)  1 Cor 2:8, “which [wisdom] none of the rulers of this age have understood, for if they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”


(6)  1 Cor 10:31, “Therefore whether we eat or drink or do anything, do all things for the purpose of the glory of God.”


(7)  Eph 1:3, “Worthy of praise [is] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ.”

e.  Honor belongs to God; therefore, He is always worthy to receive honor from His creatures.



(1)  Rom 1:21, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor Him as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.”


(2)  1 Tim 1:17, “Now to the Sovereign over the ages, incorruptible, invisible, unique God [be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”


(3)  Heb 2:9, “But we see Jesus, the One who was made lower than the angels for only a short time (the One having been rewarded with glory and honor because of the suffering produced by [spiritual] death), in order that because of the grace from the source of God He might experience death for everyone.”


(4)  2 Pet 1:17, “For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, a solemn declaration of such a quality was made to Him by the Magnificent Glory, ‘This is My Son, My Beloved in Whom I am well pleased.’”

f.  God is always worthy to receive thanksgiving from His creatures.



(1)  Eph 5:20, “with the result of giving thanks at all times for all things through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father,”


(2)  Col 2:7, “being firmly rooted in and built upon Him; that is, being established by means of doctrine, just as you have been taught and overflow with thanksgiving.”


(3)  Rev 7:12, “Amen; blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever.  Amen.”


(4)  2 Cor 9:15, “Gratitude [belongs] to God because of His indescribable gift.”


(5)  2 Cor 4:15, “For all things [are] for your benefit, in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound resulting in the glory of God.”

g.  The worship of these angels is similar to the worship of Nebuchadnezzar, Dan 4:34, “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation.”

h.  God is worthy of our esteem, respect, adoration, and recognition for all He has done for us.  We have much for which to be thankful because of who and what He is and all He has done for us.
2.  “to the One who lives forever and ever,”

a.  This phrase emphasizes the eternal life of the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union with His deity.  This person is further defined in Rev 10:6, “and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there will be delay no longer.”  Jesus Christ is the creator of all things per Col 1:14-16, “in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  Who [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, (the first-born with reference to every creature, because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him…).”

b.  The deity of Christ has eternality existed, but His human nature in union with His divine nature will live forever and ever.  The fact that this phrase is used of God is stated in Rev 15:7, “Then one of the four living brings gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever.”

c.  The eternal life of the humanity of Christ is the great gift that God the Father gave Him in resurrection and is the same gift that has been promised and will be given to us.


d.  Jn 5:26, “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself.”

e.  1 Tim 6:16, “the unique One having immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, Whom no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see; to Whom [be] honor, eternal ruling power.  Amen.”
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