Rev 4:4



 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Also” plus the preposition KUKLOTHEN with the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS, meaning “around the throne.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun THRONOS with the cardinal adjectives EIKOSI, meaning “twenty” and TESSARES, meaning “four,” that is, “twenty-four thrones.”  The accusative object without a verb indicates the ellipsis of a verb, such as: “around the throne [I saw] twenty-four thrones” or “around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones.” 
“Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones,”
 is the continuative or additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun THRONOS, meaning “on the thrones.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the cardinal adjectives EIKOSI and TESSARES, meaning “twenty-four” plus the adjective PRESBUTEROS, meaning “elders” in the sense of a person in a position of official authority.  The Latin used the word ‘senator’ to translate this word.  The word was used among the Jews before 70 A.D. to denote officers of a synagogue in Jerusalem; for members of local councils in individual cities (Lk 7:3), and for members of a group in the Sanhedrin.
  These twenty-four elders are angels, as we shall see from other statements in Revelation (see the notes below).  This is followed by the accusative masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “sitting.”

The present tense is a 
historical present, which presents a past action as if it is now occurring to give the readers the impression they are present and witnessing the events in real time.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—the twenty-four elders produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting,”
 is the appositional accusative masculine plural perfect middle participle from the verb PERIBALLW, which means “to clothe oneself in or with something Rev 3:5; 4:4.”


The perfect tense is a culminative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The middle voice indicates that these elder-angels were responsible for producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the dative from the neuter plural noun HIMATION and the adjective LEUKOS, meaning “in white clothing” as in Rev 3:4f, 18.  The verb PERIBALLW takes the preposition EN plus the dative of some thing as the object of this verb.  The prepositional phrase is the object of the verb.  This white clothing is the same white uniform of glory that is given to the winner-believer of Rev 3.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KEPHALĒ with the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on their heads.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun STEPHANOS, meaning “crowns” and the adjective CHRUSOUS, meaning “golden.”
“having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”
Rev 4:4 corrected translation
“Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting, having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”
Explanation:
1.  “Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones,”

a.  Around the throne of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ were twenty-four other thrones.

b.  These twenty-four other thrones represent the authority of God delegated to twenty-four other created beings.

c.  The fact that these twenty-four other thrones encircle the throne of God indicates:



(1)  That God is the center of attention and control in the heaven.



(2)  That God’s attention goes in every direction toward all His creatures.



(3)  That everything in creation, both in heaven and on earth, centers on God.


d.  The picture is one of concentric circles, with the rainbow immediately around the throne, then the four living creatures (not mentioned until Rev 5:6) and then the twenty-four elders.

2.  “and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting,”

a.  There are creatures sitting in positions of authority on these twenty-four thrones.  The question is: Who are these creatures?

b.  Many theologians identify these beings as the resurrected and glorified mankind, composed of the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles.  Nothing in the context suggests such a thing.

c.  Some commentators say that these beings represent the glorified Church,
 because the Church is resurrected prior to the events described in chapters 6-19 and the golden crowns relate back to the crowns mentioned in Rev 3:11.  However, there is no indication of this in Revelation and it is mere speculation.


d.  So the answer must lie within the book of Revelation itself, and it does.  Let’s look at the other passages and contexts where these twenty-four creatures are mentioned.



(1)  Rev 5:8, “When He [Jesus Christ] had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.”



(a)  The twenty-four elders are holding ‘the prayers of the saints’.  The saints are human beings who have believed in Christ.




(b)  Therefore, the twenty-four elders cannot be other human beings, but must be angels, who are standing-by ready to answer the prayers of the saints by executing the orders of their Commander and Chief, the Lord Jesus Christ.


(2)  Rev 7:9-14, “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;

and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’  And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, ‘Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.’  Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, ‘These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?’  I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’ And he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.’”




(a)  The elder identifies the great multitude as the believers who come out of the great tribulation; that is, all Gentiles and Jewish believers who survive the tribulation.




(b)  This great multitude is distinguished from “all the angels” standing around the throne and around the elders.  The elders are associated with the angels and not with the great multitude of believers coming out of the great tribulation.




(c)  The elder is able to answer the question, which the apostle John, as a human being is unable to answer.  The elder already knew the answer as an angel would.




(d)  If John were one of the twenty-four elders, which he should be, if these twenty-four elders include the twelve apostles, then why didn’t he know the answer to the question from one of the other elders?




(e)  The only solution is that these elders are not human elders, but angels in positions of high authority, who work directly for the Son of God as His immediate staff.  This makes these twenty-four angelic beings of very high rank and authority.




(f)  John, the highest human spiritual authority on earth, recognizes the superior authority of this elder by calling him “My lord.”  John will eventually rule angels, but that will not occur until after his resurrection and evaluation by the Lord.  In the mean time, John recognizes the superior authority of an elect angelic being.



(3)  Rev 11:16-18, “And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, ‘We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign.  And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.’”




(a)  The twenty-four elders are speaking and identify themselves by the word “we.”




(b)  Then they identify other creatures as ‘Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name’.  These other creatures are human beings who have believed in Christ and are not the same creatures as those included in the “we.”



(c)  These elders thank God in verse 18 for rewarding the saints; thus not including themselves with the saints.




(d)  The elders are seated on thrones, while the saints stand before the throne (Rev 7:9).




(e)  Therefore, the twenty-four elders are angels, not men.



(4)  Some commentators object that the word “elder” is never used of angels, but only of men.  However, Isa 24:23 says, “Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of the armies will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and His glory will be before His elders.”  The elders here refer to angels.



(5)  It is important to recognize that these creatures are already seated on their thrones, but men will not do so until some point in the future, Rev 20:4.

e.  That there is a hierarchy of elect angels is seen in Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”


f.  After proving why all other theories about these twenty-four creatures cannot be correct, Dr. Thomas concludes, “The remaining explanation appears to be the correct one, that the twenty-four elders are a special class or college of angels, beings of high authority that belong to the court of God in heaven.  …That they are such a class of angels is well borne out when one of the elders performs the same function of offering bowls of incense that is later performed by an angel (Rev 5:8; 8:3).”


g.  This group of heavenly beings are regularly pictured as present with God in heaven.



(1)  1 Kg 22:19, “Micaiah said, ‘Therefore, hear the word of the Lord.  I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by Him on His right and on His left.”


(2)  Ps 89:7, “A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all those who are around Him?”


(3)  Isa 24:23, “Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of the armies will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and His glory will be before His elders.”

h.  The twenty-four elders also are subordinate to the four living beings introduced in Rev 5:6.  The twenty-four elders respond to the signal of the four to fall down and worship in Rev 4:9-10.  And when the two orders of angels are mentioned together, the living beings are always listed first (Rev 4:9-10; 5:6, 8, 14; 14:3).  There are exceptions to this in Rev 4:4, 6 where the living beings are placed last to prepare for their song in Rev 4:8 and in Rev 7:9-11 and Rev 19:1-4 where the sequence is determined by distance from the throne of God, the outer echelons being mentioned first.
  This would indicate that these four living beings would have the command function of the G-1 (administration), G-2 (intelligence), G-3 (operations), and G-4 (logistics) on a general staff, and the twenty-four elders work for them as a part of their staff.
3.  “having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”

a.  These elect angels have already received their eternal rewards for victory in the angelic conflict.  Their gold crowns identify them as the angelic general staff of the Lord, who also wears a gold crown, Rev 14:14, “Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.”

b.  Their eternal rewards are similar to the eternal rewards of the winner-believer: the uniform of white clothing or a white robe and a crown or wreath.

c.  This white tunic or robe or uniform and golden crown identify these twenty-four elect angels as the angelic general staff of the King of kings and Lord of lords.


d.  These angels faithfully served the Lord Jesus Christ above and beyond the call of duty in the angelic conflict and have received their eternal glorification and identification as His most trusted and loyal servants in the angelic realm.
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 862). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 799). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Osborne, p. 228.


� Walvoord, p. 106-7


� Osborne, p. 229.


� Thomas, p. 345.


� Thomas, p. 348, citing also Bullinger; Lange, Moffatt; Beckwith, and Phillips as holding this view.


� Thomas, p. 348.





PAGE  
5

