Rev 22:4



 is the coordinating use of the conjunction KAI, used with another KAI, meaning “both…and.”  Then we have the third person plural future deponent indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: they will see.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.  It also has a durative idea (continuous action in the future) rather than punctiliar action (a one time event).

The deponent middle voice is active in meaning, believers producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PROSWPON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His face” and referring to the face of both God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.

“they shall both see His face,”
 is the coordinating use of the conjunction KAI, used with the previous KAI, meaning “both…and.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His name/title” and referring to the name/title of God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural article and noun METWPON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on their foreheads” (BDAG, p. 642) as in Rev 7:3; 9:4; 13:16; 14:1, 9; 17:5; 20:4.”
“and His name shall be on their foreheads.”
Rev 22:4 corrected translation
“they shall both see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.”
Explanation:
1.  “they shall both see His face,”

a.  Two things will distinguish the residents of the New Jerusalem: they will see the very face of God (both God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ), and they will have the mark of God’s ownership proudly displayed on their foreheads.

b.  To be able to see the face of God indicates the ultimate sanctification of the believer in Christ.  For the God of Holiness to dwell with mankind, the sinfulness and evil of man must be removed forever.  Therefore, for the believer to be face-to-face with God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (which is a picture of living with them in the New Jerusalem) necessitates the ultimate sanctification of the believer.


c.  Job looked forward to this blessing, Job 19:26, “Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God.”  Notice that Job understood that he would have another kind of “flesh” after his present skin was destroyed.  He understood the concept of a resurrection body that could not be destroyed.  In order to see God “face-to-face” in the New Jerusalem, we will be in a resurrection body.

d.  That we would see God face-to-face was a promise of our Lord during His first advent, Mt 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

e.  1 Cor 13:12, “For now we see through the mirror in a puzzling manner, but then face to face.  Now I know in part, but then I will know completely [fully, exactly], just as also I have been fully known.”

f.  1 Jn 3:2, “Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed.  We know that when He will be revealed, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.”

g.  Isa 33:17a, “Your eyes will see the King in His beauty.”

h.  Ps 11:7, “For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; the upright will behold His face.”

i.  Ps 17:15, “As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake.”

j.  Heb 12:14, “Pursue peace with everyone; that is, [pursue experiential] sanctification, without which no one will see the Lord.”
2.  “and His name shall be on their foreheads.”

a.  The second thing that distinguishes the residents of the holy city is that they will have the mark of God’s ownership on their foreheads.  “While the cutting or tattooing of the body was strictly forbidden to the Israelites on account of the pagan associations of the custom (Lev 19:28), frequent mention is made [in ancient literature] of markings on the forehead, which were especially used to designate slaves or devotees of a god-head.”
  From Rev 14:1 we see that this name includes both the name of the Father and the Son, “And then I looked, and behold, the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, who have His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.”

b.  Just as we have seen this mark of ownership previously in the Tribulation, so it will exist for all believers in the eternal state.  We will all have the name or title of God the Father and our Lord on our foreheads, which indicates their ownership of those who belong to them.

c.  Figuratively this indicates occupation with God in the thinking of the soul.  Literally it is the mark of the owner on the forehead of their slaves.


d.  It is a great honor to be a member of the household of God.  And this is the mark or sign of that great honor.

e.  Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God and he will never go outside; furthermore, I will also write on him the name of My God and the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which shall descend out of heaven from My God, and My new title.”

f.  In 1 Pet 2:9 we are called “the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”  This name/title on our foreheads is the indication of that possession.  It denotes ownership, status, and protection.
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