Rev 22:20



 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurred at the time John was writing.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb MARTUREW, which means “to bear witness to; to declare; or to testify about.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the One who” or “He who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of bearing witness to or testifying about these things.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”
“He who testifies about these things says,”
 is the affirmative particle NAI, meaning “Yes; Yes indeed; or Certainly.” and used in a strong affirmation.  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “I am coming.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which presents a future action with the vividness of a present occurrence.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning; our Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the adverb of manner/time TACHUS, meaning both “soon” and “quickly.”  Here the emphasis is on the temporal aspect as in the rest of the epistle.
“‘Yes, I am coming soon.’”
 is the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew verb which means, “I believe it.”  “The various derivatives reflect the same concept of certainty and dependability.  The derivative AMĒN “verily” is carried over into the New Testament in the word amen.  Jesus used the word frequently (Mt 5:18, 26, etc.) to stress the certainty of a matter.  The Hebrew and Greek forms come at the end of prayers and hymns of praise (Ps 41:13; 106:48; 2 Tim 4:18; Rev 22:20).  This indicates that the term so used ought to express certainty and assurance in the Lord.”
  Then we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which presents a future action as a present occurrence for the sake of vividness.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the Lord producing the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty from John to the Lord.

Finally, we have the vocative from the masculine singular noun KURIOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “Lord Jesus.”
“I believe it.  Come Lord Jesus.”
Rev 22:20 corrected translation
“He who testifies about these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon.’  I believe it.  Come Lord Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who testifies about these things says,”

a.  John is the speaker in this verse and he quotes what the Lord Jesus Christ says.

b.  “He who testifies about these things” is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the One speaking the quote, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  He is the One who is coming soon.

c.  The things about which our Lord testifies or bears witness to are the entire contents of this epistle.


d.  Our Lord has testified Himself directly and has also done so through His elect angels and through the agency of the apostle John.


e.  The phrase “these things” include both the judgments of the unbeliever and the temporal and eternal blessings of the believer.

2.  “‘Yes, I am coming soon.’”

a.  John reports that the Lord Jesus Christ declares once again that He is coming.  His coming will occur soon in human history.  There are only seven years of human history remaining once the resurrection of the Church takes place, and the resurrection of the Church could happen at any moment.

b.  This same thought has been a constant theme throughout this epistle.


(1)  Rev 1:1, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God [the Father] has given to Him [Jesus Christ] to make known to His slaves, the things which must shortly take place.  Furthermore, He communicated by sending [it] through His angel to His slave, John,”


(2)  Rev 1:3, “Happy [is] the reader and those who hear the words of this prophecy and keep on observing those things which have been written in it; for the time [is] near.”


(3)  Rev 2:16, “Therefore, change your mind.  Otherwise, I am coming to you quickly [divine discipline].  In fact, I will make war against them [believers who compromised with paganism in the cosmic system] with the broadsword of My mouth.”


(4)  Rev 3:11, “I come quickly; hold fast to what you have, so that no one takes away your reward.”


(5)  Rev 16:15, “(Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Happy [is] the one who stays alert and guards his clothing, so that he may not march naked, and they see his disgracefulness.)”


(6)  Rev 22:6, “And then he [the angel] said to me, ‘These words [are] faithful and true;’ and ‘The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent His angel to make known to His servants the things which must soon take place.’”


(7)  Rev 22:7, “‘Pay attention, I am coming soon.  Happy is the one who pays attention to and observes the prophetic doctrines of this book.’”


(8)  Rev 22:12, “‘Behold, I am coming soon; and My reward [is] with Me to reward each person according to His work.”

c.  In this verse the Lord is affirming His promise of Rev 22:7 and 12.


d.  The final thought of our Lord to mankind is His imminent return to conclude the angelic conflict.  It is both a promise and warning.  It is a promise to those who believe in Him and a warning to those who do not.

3.  “I believe it.  Come Lord Jesus.”

a.  John now expresses His response to the final statement of our Lord.  John believes it implicitly.  There is no doubt in His mind that the Lord will come back, just as there was no doubt in Paul’s mind or Peter’s mind.  Tit 2:13, “while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ.”

b.  Then John implores or entreats the Lord to come back to earth and execute His will, plan, and purpose.

c.  John wants the Lord to complete the Father’s plan in all its glorious details.


d.  The title “Lord” emphasizes the deity of Christ and the title “Jesus” emphasizes His true humanity.  Together they represent the hypostatic union of Christ, which is God’s manifestation to man in both His first and final advents.


e.  “At the very close of the book is the confession that the answers to the problems of life do not lie in people’s ability to create a better world but in the return of the One whose sovereign power controls the course of human affairs.”

�  Harris, R. Laird, Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, (Chicago: Moody Press) 1999, c1980.


� Mounce, p. 410.
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