Rev 22:16



 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I,” followed by the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular proper name IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send: I have sent.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire action as a completed fact.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My angel.”  This accusative direct object also doubles as the accusative subject of the following infinitive.  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to bear witness to, declare, or confirm something Jn 3:11, 32; Rev 1:2; 22:16, 20; 1 Jn 1:2; Jn 19:35; Acts 23:11.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the angel produces the action of declaring, confirming or bearing witness to something.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which indicates the purpose of the action of the main verb ‘sending’.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to all believers of the Church Age.  Note this is in the plural, not the singular, so that it does not refer to John.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things” and referring to the contents of this epistle.  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the dative of advantage from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “for the churches” in the sense of “for the benefit (or advantage) of the churches.”
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the benefit of the churches.”
 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”


The present tense is a static/aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a fact without reference to its progress or result.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity produces the action of being who and what He is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun HRIZA, meaning “that which grows from a root, shoot, Rom 15:12; Rev 5:5; 22:16.”
  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun GENOS, meaning “descendant” (BDAG, p. 194).  Both of these nouns are modified by the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper noun DAUID, translated “of David.”
“I am the root and the descendant of David,”

 is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ASTĒR, meaning “the star” plus the nominative masculine singular article and adjective LAMPROS, meaning “bright” and the nominative masculine singular article and adjective PRWINOS, meaning “morning” (BDAG, p. 892).
“the Bright Morning Star.’”

Rev 22:16 corrected translation
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the benefit of the churches.  I am the root and the descendant of David, the Bright Morning Star.’”
Explanation:
1.  “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the benefit of the churches.”

a.  Our Lord continues His declaration by stating that He personally is the One who has sent His messenger to declare the things contained in this epistle to us for our benefit.  “This, the only time in the book when the Lord calls Himself by this personal name, is to demonstrate that the book is not the product of an individual fancy.”
  There is no greater authentication of the divine origin of this epistle than this statement.


b.  The Lord sent His angel or messenger to us through the agency of John as the writer of the epistle.  The fact that Jesus, a title of the humanity of Christ, can send an angel, indicates that the humanity of Christ has authority over angels.  Hence, Jesus is in fact God.


c.  Another emphasis here is on the Lord sending His message to all believers for the benefit of the churches.  “The plural ‘you’ indicates that it was intended for others besides John.  It stresses that the revelation is not a private affair but for the entire church.”


d.  The emphasis of this epistle is clearly on its importance to believers of the Church Age.


e.  The benefit it contains is that Jesus Christ is the ultimate victor in the angelic conflict.  This is now declared by the Lord through His use of the various titles of royalty that He has.



(1)  The Root of David is His title of divine royalty.



(2)  The Descendant of David is His title of Jewish royalty.



(3)  The Bright Morning Star is His title of battlefield royalty in the angelic conflict.


f.  It is for the benefit of the believers of the Church that Jesus Christ is divine, Jewish, and battlefield royalty.

2.  “I am the root and the descendant of David,”

a.  The Lord continues by makes two declarations concerning His own royalty.  He is both divine and Jewish royalty.


b.  “The root” is a title for the deity of Christ and is first used in:



(1)  Isa 11:1, “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.”



(2)  Isa 11:10, “Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.”  This passage is quoted in Rom 15:12 by Paul to prove that “Christ has become a minister to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises to the fathers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy,” Rom 15:8-9.



(3)  The root is the origin and life of the plant.  The root creates the plant and sustains its life.



(4)  So also the Lord is the origin and sustainer of the life of those who believe in Him.



(5)  A similar title is used of our Lord in Rev 5:5, “Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop crying.  Remember, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has won the victory.  [He is worthy] to begin opening the scroll and its seals.’”


c.  Our Lord is not only the origin of David as David’s creator, but in His humanity He is also the descendent of David; that is, Jewish royalty.  Rom 1:3 confirms that “concerning His Son, the One who was born from the seed of David in relation to the flesh.”


d.  Therefore, as the Root of David, Jesus Christ is divine royalty, and as the descendent of David, Jesus Christ is Jewish royalty.

3.  “the Bright Morning Star.’”

a.  This title is a title of our Lord’s battlefield royalty in the angelic conflict.


b.  This same title is used of our Lord in 2 Pet 1:19, “And so we have a more reliable prophetic declaration, with reference to which [declaration] you do well by paying attention as a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts.”


c.  “The star is evermore the symbol of royalty (Mt 2:2), being therefore linked with the scepter (Num 24:17, ‘a star will come out of Jacob’).”


d.  This title was given to our Lord at His ascension and session, and is related to both the strategic and tactical victories of the angelic conflict.  It is His title for the first and second advents.



(1)  In Num 24:17, this title is related to our Lord’s strategic victory.  “I see Him, but not now, I behold Him, but not near.  Behold, a star [Christ as the morning star] shall come forth from Jacob [First Advent], and a scepter shall rise from Israel [Second Advent].”



(2)  Mt 2:2 is a reference to the morning star related to the First Advent.
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