Rev 21:7



 is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb NIKAW, which means “to win in the face of obstacles, be victor, conquer, overcome, or prevail.”


The article substantivizes the participle, making it function as a noun and subject of the sentence.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the positive believer produces the action.


The participle is ascriptive; that is, it functions as a substantive: “the winner.”
Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KLĒRONOMEW, which means “to inherit” (BDAG, p. 547).

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the person who believes in Christ and therefore becomes a winner in the angelic conflict and plan of God will produce the action of inheriting the new heaven, new earth and New Jerusalem.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things” and referring to the new heaven, the new earth, and the New Jerusalem.

“The winner shall inherit these things.”
 is the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore,” followed by the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God will produce the action of being the God of the believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the dative of possession from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” in the sense of “belonging to him” or “his.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Literally this says “I will be God to him,” which means:

“Furthermore I will be his God”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “he” and referring to “the winner” = “the believer.”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the believer will produce the action of being God’s son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
This is followed by the dative of possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me” in the sense of “belonging to Me.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HUIOS, meaning “a son.”  Together they mean “a son belonging to Me” or “My son.”
“and he will be My son.”
Rev 21:7 corrected translation
“The winner shall inherit these things.  Furthermore I will be his God and he will be My son.”
Explanation:
1.  “The winner shall inherit these things.”

a.  The winner in this context is anyone who believes in Christ and avoids the second death.  This person will inherit the things previously mentioned in this context—the new heaven, the new earth, and the New Jerusalem.


(1)  All believers are winners in the angelic conflict by virtue of the fact they have believed in Christ.



(2)  There are also special rewards and blessings in eternity for mature believers.



(3)  All believers will inherit the new heaven, new earth, and New Jerusalem as those who share in Christ’s victory in the angelic conflict.  But certain believers will have eternal rewards and blessings above and beyond inheriting the things mentioned here.  We know this from the passages of Scripture that talk about the crown of life, the crown of glory, and the crown of righteousness.



(4)  The emphasis here is on the victory of all believers in human history.


b.  The inheritance of believers is described in:



(1)  1 Pet 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you.”


(2)  1 Cor 6:9-10, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Stop being deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals who act like females, nor homosexuals who act like males, nor thieves, nor covetous people, nor drunkards, nor verbally abusive people, nor criminally greedy people will inherit the kingdom of God.”  The kingdom of God the Father is the new heaven, the new earth, and the New Jerusalem.



(3)  Eph 1:11, “in whom [Christ] also we have received an inheritance, having been predestined according to a predetermined plan from Him [God the Father] who works all things on the basis of the purpose produced by His will.”


(4)  Eph 1:14, “who [GHS] is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His [God the Father] glory.”


(5)  Eph 1:18, “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints.”


(6)  Col 1:12, “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share in the inheritance of the saints by the light [of the word of God].”


(7)  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”


(8)  Heb 6:11-12, “And we desire that each one of you show the same eagerness [willingness, diligence] with regard to the complete certainty produced by confidence until the end, in order that you do not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”


(9)  Heb 9:15, “Furthermore, for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that those who have been called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance, since a death has taken place for the purpose of the redemption of the transgressions during the first covenant.”
2.  “Furthermore I will be his God”

a.  In addition to the eternal inheritance God provides for us, we also receive a significant guarantee from God—God will be our God.


(1)  2 Cor 6:16-18, “And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’ ‘Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord, ‘and stop touching what is unclean’, and I will welcome you.  ‘And I will be a father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord, the Omnipotent One.”


(2)  Rev 21:3, “And then I heard a great voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with mankind, and He will tabernacle with them, and they shall be His peoples.  In fact, God Himself shall be with them.”

b.  This promise is an absolute guarantee from God that He will forever and always be our God, which is a guarantee of our eternal state, eternal inheritance, and eternal blessings.


c.  We will forever have a perfect relationship with God.  Nothing will ever be able to separate us from the love of God.  This is why Paul could say, “Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power, neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom 8:38-39.

3.  “and he will be My son.”

a.  The subject here is the believer.  The believer will forever be God’s son.  This is another promise of eternal security and blessing.

b.  Being the son of God means receiving all the benefits and blessings of adoption.  Being the adopted son of God conveys far greater honors, blessings, and privileges than simply being the natural son of God.


c.  This is the concept of Roman adoption.  Therefore, to adopt an adult son was a Roman custom for aristocracy.  It conferred adulthood on a natural child or on a child adopted as the heir.  A wise Roman aristocrat could adopt anyone he deemed worthy as his heir.  So just being the son of an aristocrat did not mean you would inherit your father’s land, wealth, or title; you also had to be adopted.  Roman aristocrats would adopt whomever they considered most worthy to carry on the family name and wealth.  Therefore, the family fortune and opportunities were passed down through that adopted person.  If you adopted your own son, it was the highest honor you could confer on him.  Adoption was the ceremony of proclaiming the heir to the estate.  During the Roman ceremony of adoption, or ADROGATIO, the entire family was assembled, including everyone who might have been the heir.  The father prepared on a table a beautiful white linen robe with a purple border, called the toga virilus, and a signet ring.  The father would recognize you, using your new name, declaring you to be his new heir.  He would then give you the toga virilus and put the signet ring of heirship on your finger.  These two gifts sealed your heirship; it was final!

d.  How do we know we are sons of God?  Rom 8:14-18, “For as many as are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.  For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by agency of Whom we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’  The Spirit Himself testifies together with our human spirit that we are children of God.  Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God, and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we become fellow-sufferers, that we might also be glorified with [Christ].  For I conclude that the sufferings of the present time [are] not comparable to the glory which is destined to be revealed for us.”

e.  Gal 3:26, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

f.  Gal 4:6-7, “And so because you are sons, God [the Father] has sent forth the Spirit from His Son into our hearts, shouting, ‘Father, My Father.’  Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son.  And if [you are] a son, [you are] also an heir through God.”
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