Rev 21:20



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective PEMPTOS, meaning “the fifth” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun SARDONUX, transliterated as “sardonyx, a precious stone, with different colors in parallel layers, a variety of agate.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective HEKTOS, meaning “the sixth” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun SARDION, transliterated as “sardius, a reddish precious stone, also called carnelian.”
“the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective HEBDOMOS, meaning “the seventh” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun CHRUSOLITHOS, transliterated as “chrysolite, a yellowish precious stone, also called yellow topaz; the ancients applied the term to yellow quartz or yellow topaz.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective OGDOOS, meaning “the eighth” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun BĒRULLOS, transliterated as “beryl, a semiprecious stone usually of sea-green color.”
“the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective ENATOS, meaning “the ninth” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun TOPAZION, transliterated as “topaz, a bright yellow, more or less transparent precious stone, in ancient times often made into seals and gems; though perhaps it is the more valuable golden-yellow chrysolith that is meant.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective DEKATOS, meaning “the tenth” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun CHRUSOPRASOS, transliterated as “chrysoprase, a precious stone of golden-green color; it is not readily identifiable by modern lapidary standards.”

“the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective ENDEKATOS, meaning “the eleventh” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HUAKINTHOS, transliterated as “jacinth or hyacinth, a precious stone perhaps blue in color (‘sea-hued’), something like the sapphire.”
   Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective DWDEKATOS, meaning “the twelfth” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AMETHUSTOS, transliterated as “amethyst, the color of wine that is mixed with water” (BDAG, p. 52).
“the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.”
Rev 21:20 corrected translation
“the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.”
Explanation:
1.  “the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius;”

a.  Sardonyx.


(1)  “A species of the carnelian combining the sard and the onyx, having three layers of opaque spots or stripes on a transparent red basis.  Like the sardine, it is a variety of the chalcedony.”



(2)  “A type of quartz with varicolored bands.  Onyx is the usual RSV translation of a Hebrew word (SHOHAM) that designates a precious stone, found in the land of Havilah, according to Gen 2:12, and ranked with gold of Ophir (Job 28:16).  It heads the list of precious stones provided by David for the Temple (1 Chr 29:2).  The two stones on the shoulders of the high priest’s ephod were onyx (Ex 28:9-12) and so was the eleventh stone on his breastpiece (Ex 28:20).”



(3)  “Sardonyx in modern usage is a form of agate with layers of brown and white; but, in ancient usage a stone was called ‘onyx’ when the dark ground was simply streaked or spotted with white, and ‘sardonyx’ when the different colors were arranged in layers.”



(4)  The sardion was a red carnelian stone; the onyx was a white stone.  The sardonyx was a white stone with layers of red or brown in even planes.


b.  Sardius.


(1)  “A deep brown or red stone prized for carving and engraving.  The New American Bible (NAB) and NRSV read ‘carnelian’ for SARDION, an engraved stone on the high priest’s breastpiece (Ex 28:17; 39:10) and a stone adorning the king of Tyre (Ezek 28:13).  In the NT the NAB, NIV NRSV, and Revised English Bible (REB) read ‘carnelian’ for SARDION, describing God’s appearance (Rev 4:3) and a course in the foundation of the city wall of the new Jerusalem (21:20).  Other translations of these Hebrew and Greek terms include ‘ruby,’ ‘sard,’ ‘sardin,’ and ‘sardius’.”



(2)  “A deep orange-red chalcedony considered by some to be a variety of carnelian.  It was used as decoration on the high priest’s breastplate (Ex 28:17; 39:10).  It appears in the KJV in Ezek 28:13 where the RSV has ‘carnelian’.”

2.  “the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl;”

a.  Chrysolite.


(1)  “A clear green stone, also called peridot.  Some versions (NAB, NIV) translate the Hebrew word TARSHISH as ‘chrysolite,’ something flashing or bright (Ezek 1:16; 10:9); it is an engraved stone on the high priest’s breastpiece (Ex 28:17–20; 39:10–13), and a stone adorning the king of Tyre (Ezek 28:13).  Other terms translated ‘chrysolite’ include the Greek word TOPAZION ‘topaz’).  Some translations render ‘beryl,’ ‘gold quartz,’ ‘onyx,’ or ‘topaz’ for these terms.”



(2)  “The name referred to more than one type of mineral including topaz, yellow sapphire, yellow zircon, yellow garnet, and yellow-green olivine (a variety of peridot).”



(3)  “Chrysolite is the ancient term for yellow topaz or yellow quartz. (Note that ancient chrysolite is modern topaz, and vice versa.)”


b.  Beryl.


(1)  “Beryl is the rendering in the KJV of the Hebrew word TARSHISH, a precious stone; probably so called as being brought from Tarshish (Spain).  It was one of the stones on the breastplate of the high priest (Ex 28:20).  The color of the wheels in Ezekiel’s vision was as the color of a beryl stone (1:16; 10:9; RSV = ‘stone of Tarshish’).  It is mentioned in SOS 5:14; Dan 10:6.  In Ezek 28:13 the LXX translates the word by ‘chrysolite’, which the Jewish historian Josephus regards as its proper translation.  This also is the rendering given in the KJV in the margin.  It was a gold-colored gem, the topaz of ancient authors.”



(2)  “A blue or green stone found on the Sinai Peninsula.  Recent translations read ‘beryl’ for the Hebrew word TARSHISH (the LXX has CHRYSOLITHOS), (Ezek 1:16; 10:9; Dan 10:6).  It is an engraved stone on the high priest’s breastpiece (Ex 28:17–20; 39:10–13), and a stone adorning the king of Tyre (Ezek 28:13).  Some translations read ‘chrysolite,’ ‘emerald,’ ‘malachite,’ ‘onyx,’ or ‘topaz’ for these Hebrew and Greek terms.”



(3)  “A precious stone of a sea-green color.  Emerald and aquamarine are two types of beryl.”



(4)  “Beryl (Hebrew TARSHISH) was associated with Spain (Tarshish), and was probably Spanish gold topaz, known to the ancient world as chrysolith.  In Rev 21:20 ordinary green beryl is meant.”

3.  “the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase;”

a.  Topaz.


(1)  “A golden yellow or ‘green’ stone brought from Cush (Ethiopia) (Job 28:19).  It was the second stone in the first row in the breastplate of the high priest (Ex 28:17).  It is probably the chrysolite of the moderns.”



(2)  “A mineral (a silicate of aluminum) that occurs in translucent or transparent crystals of various colors, valued as a gemstone.  In 1900 topaz was discovered in great quantities on an island in the Red Sea near the Egyptian coast.”
  (“This name was thought to have come from an island in the Red Sea, thirty miles from the mainland, where its discovery occurred, but as that mineral proved to be too soft to have been topaz, the connection with that island was mistaken.”
)

b.  Chrysoprase.


(1)  “Also called ‘golden leek’, a precious stone of the color of leek’s juice, a greenish-golden color.”



(2)  “An apple-green variety of chalcedony, valued as a gem in Egypt.”



(3)  “Chrysoprase is in modern usage an apple-green form of chalcedony, but the identification here is uncertain. The name suggests a golden-tinted variety.”

4.  “the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.”

a.  Jacinth.


(1)  “Properly a flower of a reddish blue or deep purple (hyacinth), and hence a precious stone of that color.  It has been supposed to designate the same stone as the ligure (Hebrew LESHEM) mentioned in Ex 28:19 as the first stone of the third row in the high priest’s breast-plate.”



(2)  “A red, orange, or yellow stone, an engraved stone on the high priest’s breastpiece (Ex 28:19; 39:12).  The LXX renders the Hebrew term by the Greek word LIGURION, which, except in Josephus’ descriptions of the breastpiece, occurs nowhere else.  Some translations render ‘amber,’ ‘carnelian,’ ‘feldspar,’ ‘sapphire,’ or ‘turquoise’ for these Hebrew and Greek terms.”



(3)  “Jacinth is usually thought to have been a yellow stone; G. R. Driver prefers a blue stone such as turquoise (NEB).  In the NT jacinth is a blue stone, aquamarine (the blue variety of beryl), sapphire or turquoise.  (Modern jacinth is quite different.)  The name was used to indicate a blue color (in classical Greek as a noun it means the hyacinth or bluebell), as in Rev 9:17 (HUAKINTHINOS), where the RSV margin has ‘hyacinth’ and text has ‘sapphire’.”


b.  Amethyst.


(1)  “This is one of the precious stones in the breastplate of the high priest (Ex 28:19; 39:12).  The ancients thought that this stone had the power of dispelling drunkenness in all who wore or touched it, and hence its Greek name formed from the negative A, and verb METHUW, ‘to get drunk’.  Its Jewish name was derived by the rabbis from the Hebrew verb meaning ‘to dream’ from its supposed power of causing the wearer to dream.  It is a pale-blue crystallized quartz, varying to a dark purple blue.”



(2)  “A transparent purple or reddish stone prized for beads, seals, and amulets.  Some translations read ‘crystal’ or ‘jasper’ for these Hebrew and Greek terms.”

5.  You may have noticed the following:

a.  Scholars cannot agree on the names, the colors, or the meaning of many of these foundation stones.  Our modern descriptions and colors of gems in some cases have no connection with the descriptions of ancient writers.


b.  The overall effect being communicated by John is one of tremendous value, beauty, and glory that cannot be produced by any creature.


c.  The following chart is my poor attempt to illustrate the foundation of the walls of New Jerusalem.

Number
Name

Primary Color

Alternate Color

Breastplate
12

Amethyst
Purple


Blue-purple-red

Yes

11

Jacinth

Violet Blue

Yellow-purple-red

Yes

10

Chrysoprase
Apple green





No

9

Topaz

Yellow-green





Yes

8

Beryl

Sea Green

Gold



Yes
7

Chrysolite
Golden Yellow
Green



Yes
6

Sardius
Reddish Orange
Reddish Brown

Yes
5

Sardonyx
Red and White
Brown with white

Yes
4

Emerald
Green






Yes
3

Chalcedony
Blue-grey





Yes
2

Sapphire
Blue


Gold



Yes
1

Jasper

Diamond

Various


Yes

d.  The meaning of all this is given succinctly by Beale, “The precious stones together with the foundation wall, and gates of the city in Revelation 21 are best seen as symbolizing the permanent safety of God’s people together with God’s glorious presence.”
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