Rev 21:19



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun THEMELIOS, meaning “The foundation stones” plus the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun TEICHOS, meaning “of the wall.”  With this we also have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “of the city” or “of the city wall.”  Then we have the instrumental of means from the masculine singular adjective PAS and the noun LITHOS with the adjective TIMIOS, meaning “with every precious stone.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb KOSMEW, which means “to be adorned or decorated.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the foundation stones of the city wall received the action of being decorated.


The participle is an independent verbal participle, used as a finite verb (see Wallace, p. 653).
“The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every precious stone.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEMELIOS with the nominative masculine singular article and ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “The first foundation stone.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun IASPIS, meaning “jasper, or opal, or diamond.”  ‘Jasper’ is a transliteration.  The nominative subject and predicate nominative indicate the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[was].”
“The first foundation stone [was] jasper;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective DEUTEROS, meaning “the second” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun SAPPHIROS, meaning “a transparent precious stone ordinarily blue in color, the sapphire (the ancients probably understood the SAPPHIROS to be the lapis lazuli) Rev 21:19.”

“the second, sapphire;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “the third” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun CHALKĒDWN, meaning “chalcedony: a precious stone mentioned in Rev 21:19. The stones designated by this term in modern times (agate, onyx, carnelian, etc.) are known by other names in ancient writers.  On the other hand Pliny calls a kind of emerald and jasper ‘Chalcedonian’.  It is uncertain what is meant by the term in Revelation.”

“the third, chalcedony;”
 is the  nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective TETARTOS, meaning “the fourth” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun SMARAGDOS, meaning “a bright green transparent precious stone, emerald, Rev 21:19.”

“the fourth, emerald;”
Rev 21:19 corrected translation
“The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every precious stone.  The first foundation stone [was] jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;”
Explanation:
1.  “The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every precious stone.”

a.  John continues with a description of the foundation stones of the city wall.  The city wall was decorated with twelve precious stones, mentioned in this verse and the next.

b.  These twelve stones represent the essence and attributes of God.  They are similar to the twelve stones, representing the twelve tribes of Israel, on the breastplate of the Jewish High Priest.  “Eight of the twelve stones correspond to those in the breastplate of the high priest (Ex 28:17-20; 39:10ff; cf. Isa 54:11-12; Ezek 28:13).”


c.  These twelve stones are the divine guarantee of the eternal protection of the eternal life of the citizens of the holy city.


d.  Mounce says that the meaning of the twelve stones is that “the privileges reserved for the high priest alone under that old covenant (access into the presence of God) are now freely given to the entire people of God.”


e.  “The use of the participle ‘adorned’ does not mean that these stones decorated the foundations, but that each of the foundations consisted of one of the twelve stones.”


f.  Another possibility is that these precious stones also represent the twelve apostles, based upon the statement in Eph 2:20, “having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone.”
2.  “The first foundation stone [was] jasper;”

a.  “The Hebrew word for this stone is YASHPHEH, ‘glittering’, a gem of various colors, one of the twelve inserted in the high priest’s breast-plate (Ex 28:20).”
 


b.  As we have seen previously, the jasper stone comes in many colors, but is also described like what we know as a diamond, Rev 21:18, “Now the material of its wall [was] diamond.”

c.  Walvoord believes that there are twelve layers of foundation stones, which each layer built upon the next (p. 325 of his commentary).

3.  “the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;”

a.  The gem sapphire.


(1)  “In biblical usage probably lapis lazuli, a semiprecious azure stone that contained golden flecks of iron pyrite (cf. Job 28:6, 16).  References to the sapphire are found in descriptions of the glory of divine epiphanies (Ex 24:10; Ezek 1:26), in prophetic-apocalyptic descriptions of the glory of the New Jerusalem (Isa 54:11; Rev 21:19), and in poetic descriptions of the majesty of a personage (SOS 5:14; Lam 4:7; Ezek 28:13).  It is one of the stones representing a tribe of Israel on the high-priest’s breastplate (Ex 28:18).”



(2)  “A blue variety of corundum.  Its blue color arises from the presence of titanium and ferric oxides.  But many modern scholars identify the Hebrew word SAPPIR as lapis lazuli, which is how the NEB usually translates it.  Sapphire is one of the most frequently mentioned jewels in the Bible.  In the high priest’s breastpiece it was the second gem in the second row (Ex 28:18; 39:11); it was one of the gems in the covering of the king of Tyre (Ezek 28:13); and it was the second gem adorning the foundations of the wall around the new Jerusalem (Rev 21:19; NEB “lapis lazuli”).  In addition, when Moses, Aaron, and the elders of Israel saw God, they saw “as it were a pavement of sapphire stone” under His feet (Ex 24:10; cf. Ezek 1:26; 10:1).  In Isa 54:11 the Lord promises that the restored Jerusalem will have sapphire foundations.”


b.  The gem chalcedony.


(1)  “The name of this stone is derived from Chalcedon, where it is said to have been first discovered.  In modern mineralogy this is the name of an agate-like quartz of a bluish color. Pliny so names the Indian ruby.  The mineral intended in Revelation is probably the Hebrew NOPHEKH, translated “emerald” (Ex 28:18; 39:11; Ezek 27:16; 28:13).”



(2)  “A variety of quartz with a microscopic crystalline structure, occurring in many color variations.  The agate form is colored with alternating bands, irregular clouds, or moss-like structures, usually of opal.  When referring to gems, the term chalcedony is used for the light blue-gray variety of such quartz.  The breastpiece of the high priest is decorated with 12 stones, set in gold and each engraved with the name of one of the 12 tribes. The middle stone in the third of four rows is the Hebrew word SHEBO, most often translated “agate” (Ex 28:19; 39:12).”



(3)  “The name of this variety of quartz arises from Chalcedon, an ancient Greek city of Anatolia.  This variety of silica is composed of tiny grains or fibrous crystals.  Accumulating in banded deposits, the different layers may be stained various colors by chemical coloring agents.  The result is a great variety of patterns, color-banding effects, and even whispy inclusions in a translucent matrix.  This variety of silica is known as microscopically crystallized quartz.  Chalcedony is translucent and somewhat waxy in appearance and, in the absence of impurities, it is white or greyish blue-white in color.  Varieties of chalcedony are agate, carnelian, chrysoprase, jasper, onyx, and sardonyx.”


c.  The gem emerald.



(1)  “The gem designated by the Hebrew word NOPHEK (Ex. 28:18; 39:11); i.e., the ‘glowing stone’, probably the carbuncle, a precious stone in the breastplate of the high priest.  The name given to this stone in the New Testament Greek means ‘live coal’.”



(2)  “Some translations use ‘emerald’ when the Hebrew suggests a prized, green-colored stone.  Some translations read “emerald” for BAREQETH (LXX SMARAGDOS), an engraved stone on the high priest’s breastpiece (Ex 28:17; 39:10) and a stone adorning the king of Tyre (Ezek 28:13).  In those passages the NIV renders ‘emerald’ for YAHALOM (LXX IASPIS, ‘jasper’).  The Greek word SAMARAGDOS is translated ‘emerald’ in most versions of the NT and likely refers to the gemstone as it is known today.  Other translations use ‘beryl,’ ‘carbuncle,’ ‘crystal,’ ‘diamond,’ ‘feldspar,’ ‘garnet,’ ‘jade,’ ‘moonstone,’ or ‘turquoise’ for these Hebrew and Greek terms.”
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