Rev 20:8
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” used to continue the narrative.  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out: he will go out.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which declares what will happen.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning; Satan producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb PLANAW, which means “to deceive.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the future action of Satan in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Satan produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating Satan’s purpose in going out of the Abyss and into the world of mankind.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “the nations” and referring to the unbelievers of the world at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  This is followed by the appositional accusative from the neuter plural article, meaning “the ones” and referring to the nations.  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and feminine singular cardinal adjective TESSARES, meaning “four” and the noun GWNIA, meaning “corners” (BDAG, p. 209), plus the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”  The entire phrase is translated “in the four corners of the earth.”  We had this same expression in Rev 7:1.
“And he will go out to deceive the nations, the ones in the four corners of the earth,”
 is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article and proper noun GWG with the connective KAI plus the accusative masculine singular proper noun MAGWG, meaning “Gog and Magog.”
“Gog and Magog,”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to gather, assemble, or bring together.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the future action of Satan in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Satan produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating Satan’s purpose in going out of the Abyss and into the world of mankind and deceiving them.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the nations, Gog and Magog.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the masculine singular article and noun POLEMOS, meaning “for the purpose of battle.”
“to gather them for battle,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who.”  But the relative is so strongly attracted to the genitive of the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS (meaning ‘their’) that it takes the case of the pronoun.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ARITHMOS, meaning “the number.”  Literally this says “of who their number,” which we must convert into the proper English translation “whose number.”  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as,” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun AMMOS, meaning “the sand” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, meaning “of the sea.”  The nominative subject and a predicate nominative without a verb indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“whose number [is] as the sand of the sea.”
Rev 20:8 corrected translation
“And he will go out to deceive the nations, the ones in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle, whose number [is] as the sand of the sea.”
Explanation:
1.  “And he [Satan] will go out to deceive the nations [unbelievers], the ones in the four corners of the earth,”

a.  Once Satan is released from his prison in the Abyss after the millennial reign of Christ, he will immediately do what he has done since the creation of mankind.  He will deceive as many people as possible and turn them against Jesus Christ.

b.  Satan goes forth from the Abyss (his thousand year prison) for the purpose of deceiving the nations; that is, the unbelievers of the world.

c.  These unbelievers have not rejected the rulership of Jesus Christ all of their lives; that is, for hundreds of years.  Yet now that Satan is operational again on earth, unbelievers will reject Christ and follow the dictates of their sin natures.


d.  These nations and/or peoples are described as the ones in the four corners of the earth, which means the unbelievers of every nation throughout the world.  No unbeliever is excluded.  All unbelievers will participate in Satan’s final rebellion against Christ.


e.  We are not told the means by which Satan communicates his deception to these unbelievers of the world, but certainly some unbeliever(s) somewhere give him the stage from which to make his appeal to regain rulership of the world.


f.  We do not know Satan’s message of deception, but we can deduce that it is a message of rejection of our Lord’s authority as the ruler of the world, with Satan most likely offering rulership of the world to the unbelievers, if they will overthrow the rulership of Christ and believers.


g.  Satan offers what he is unable to deliver to the unbeliever—freedom from the authority of God and self-rulership.  This is his deception and has always been his deception.  Satan offers a world without God, which has never been and will never be possible.  Unbelievers will be deceived by this offer and therefore rebel against Christ, thinking that He can be overthrown.  Remember that these unbelievers have never seen Christ do anything in human history except provide the most fantastic blessings and prosperity.  They know nothing of His judgments in human history.  They have only lived during His millennial reign.  Therefore, they truly believe that He can be defeated and overthrown.  They are terribly deceived.
2.  “Gog [code name for Satan] and Magog [code name for Satan’s followers],”

a.  The background for these two names are found in Ezek 38-39.  (Read Ezek 38-39.)


(1)  Ezek 38 describes the revolt against the Lord at the end of the millennium.  Ezek 39 describes the final battle of Armageddon.  Satan, represented by the name Gog, is behind both battles.  Magog, representing the unbelievers of the world, are those supporting and following Satan.


(2)  “Meshech and Tubal are the Hebrew names of the East Anatolian groups known to classical historians as the Moschi and the Tibareni.”


b.  Who or what is Gog and Magog?


(1)  “The vision respecting Gog and Magog in the Apocalypse (Rev 20:8) is in substance a re-announcement of this prophecy of Ezekiel.  But while Ezekiel contemplates the great conflict in a more general light as what was certainly to be connected with the times of the Messiah, …John, on the other hand, …describes there the last struggles and victories of the cause of Christ.  In both cases alike the vision describes the final workings of the world’s evil and its results in connection with the kingdom of God...”  “It has been supposed to be the name of a district in the wild north-east steppes of Central Asia, north of the Hindu-Kush, now a part of Turkestan, a region about 2,000 miles north-east of Nineveh.”



(2)  Harper’s Bible Dictionary says ‘Gog and Magog’ is another title for Satan: “Early Christianity continued the practice of depicting the enemy as an individual or beast who would be defeated at the Messiah’s return.  The enemy is variously referred to as ‘the lawless one’ (2 Thes 2:8), Belial (2 Cor 6:15), and Gog and Magog (Rev 20:8).”



(3)  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia says that “Gog and Magog designate ‘the nations at the four corners of the earth’ (Rev 20:8).” “In the book of Revelation Gog and Magog represent all the heathen opponents of the Messiah.”  “As a result of his [Satan’s] activities the forces of evil designated ‘Gog and Magog’ will be gathered for one final rebellion against God and God’s people.”



(4)  The New Bible Dictionary says, “In Ezek 38:2 we are introduced to ‘Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal’.  The LXX understood Magog as a people, not a country.  The only reasonable identification of Gog is with Gyges, king of Lydia (660 BC).  The linkage with peoples at the extremities of the then known world (Ezek 38:5–6) suggests that we are to regard them as eschatological figures rather than as a historically identifiable king.  This is the interpretation in Rev 20:8 and rabbinic literature.”



(5)  “Magog is the name of the land ruled by Gog.  Ezekiel envisions this prince [Gog] as the leader of a vast horde of armed troops that includes people from Persia, Cush, Put, Gomer, and Beth-togarmah.  They will march against Israel at a time when the people of God have returned to their land and live in peace completely undefended.  But this will all be allowed by the Lord that he might display his holiness among them.  The people of God will not have to fight, for God himself will destroy the armies of Gog (Ezek 38:19–23).  Rev 20:7–9 places this event after ‘the thousand years are over,’ when ‘Satan will be released … and deceive all the nations … Gog and Magog, and mobilize them for war’.  All attempts to trace the origin of the name Gog must be held to be tentative.  Some see the name in Gyges of Lydia who drove away the Cimmerians (Gomer).  Others see it in a name mentioned in Assyrian records, Gagu, the chief of a mountain tribe north of Assyria.  It is not important theologically that we be able to trace the name linguistically or identify it historically.  Most Christians interpret these passages eschatologically.  Precise interpretations differ.  Some see the passage as highly symbolic of the final struggle between the Church and the forces of evil.  Others taking it quite literally say the nation Israel will be attacked after the millennium when Satan is released only to be finally destroyed by being cast into the lake of fire.  Others consider the references in Rev 20:7–9 to be allusions, not decisive as to fulfillment and they identify the time of fulfillment as the battle of Armageddon before the millennium.   Magog is used in Ezek 32:2; 39:6 and Rev 20:8 in this eschatological sense.  However, in the table of nations in Gen 10 (paralleled by 1 Chr 1:5) Magog is the name of a nation that descended from Japheth (v. 2).  Here Magog has some connection with others related to Japheth, such as Gomer (Cimmerians?), Madai (Medes?), Javan (Ionians), Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras, some of whom are also mentioned in Ezek 38 and 39. They are all people who lived north of Israel, more or less, and who are of non-Semitic origin.”



(6)  “In the NT ‘Gog and Magog’ occurs only at Rev 20:8–9 as a mythical name for the heathen host which, after the Messianic period of the millennial reign, will wage final conflict against the people of God and will be destroyed by God with fire.   Both the name and the whole idea are taken by the divine from the prophecy of Ezekiel (Ezek 38–39).﻿  The order especially is taken from Ezekiel.  In Ezekiel we have the Messianic reign in 37, Gog and Magog and their destruction in 38–39, and the new Jerusalem in chapter 40 and following; in Revelation the millennial kingdom in 20:4–6, Gog and Magog in 20:7–10, the resurrection of the dead and the last judgment in 20:11–15, and the new heaven, the new earth and the new Jerusalem in 21:1ff.  Ezekiel gives precise names to the princes, peoples and kingdoms which make this attack on the people of God; he makes a more or less clear geographical and political identification.  Even when he describes the destruction of the invaders in the land of Israel he mentions the place and gives a detailed account.  In Rev 20:8f, however, the armies come from the four corners of the earth.  Hand in hand with this there is an altered understanding of the names.  In Ezekiel Gog is the prince who leads the invaders and Magog the territorial name.  Elsewhere in the OT Gog is a personal name (1 Chr 5:4) and Magog that of the people or of the land in which he dwells (Gen 10:2; 1 Chr 1:5).  In Rev 20:8f, however, the two very similar﻿﻿ names are brought together as a mythical double name for the hostile host.”



(7)  “In Revelation, however, both Gog and Magog are symbolic figures representing the nations of the world that band together for a final assault upon God and his people.”

3.  “to gather them for battle,”

a.  John states a follow-on purpose of Satan after he comes forth from the Abyss—to gather or assemble the unbelievers of the world for battle against the Lord Jesus Christ and all those who believe in Him.

b.  Satan initiates this final world war of human history.  Jesus Christ defends Himself and those who trust in Him against Satan and the unbelievers of the world.

c.  The fallen angels have no part in this final battle.  The elect angels have no part in this final battle.  This battle will be mono-e-mono: one on one between Jesus Christ and Satan.


d.  Believers will not fight in this battle.  We will stand still and watch the deliverance of the Lord.


e.  Jesus Christ will kill the unbelievers of the world in mass instantly.  Satan will be left standing alone.  Then our Lord will deal with him one final time.

4.  “whose number [is] as the sand of the sea.”

a.  John adds one final explanatory clause concerning the nations and/or unbelievers of the world.  They are numberless.

b.  This tells us that the population of the earth during the millennial reign of Christ will be numberless.  There will be so many people born so fast and in so many places that no one will be able to keep track of them.

c.  This means that there will be a countless number of believers as well as unbelievers born during the millennial reign of Christ.  This will be the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham in Gen 15:5, “And He took him outside and said, ‘Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’  And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’”  And Gen 22:17, “Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.”  And Gen 32:12, “For You said, ‘I will surely prosper you and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which is too great to be numbered.’”  Compared with Heb 11:12, “Therefore also from one person they were born (and especially since he was [sexually] dead) as the stars of heaven in number, and as the innumerable sand on the shore of the sea.”

d.  John’s point here is that Satan will effectively deceive the innumerable population of unbelievers that are born during the millennial reign of Christ, just as Satan deceived the innumerable population of fallen angels and the innumerable population of unbelievers prior the universal flood and prior to the first advent of Christ, and prior to the second advent of Christ.


e.  These unbelievers will repeat the same mistake of the unbelievers of the Tribulation in gathering together for war against the Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  Total depravity knows no bounds.
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