Rev 20:6
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 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MAKARIOS, meaning “Happy” plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HAGIOS, meaning “holy.”  Then we have nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: the one who has or he who has.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.

The predicate nominative and nominative subject without a main verb indicate the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun MEROS, meaning “a part, a portion.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTASIS with the feminine singular article and ordinal adjective PRWTOS, which means “in the first resurrection.”
“Happy and holy [is] he who has a part in the first resurrection;”
 is the preposition EPI plus the genitive/ablative of rank (BDAG, p. 365) from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “over these” and referring to believers in Christ.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective DEUTEROS plus the noun THANATOS, meaning “the second death.”  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to not have.”

The present tense is a static or aoristic present, which looks at the state or condition as a fact that does not change.


The active voice indicates the second death produces the action of not having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, meaning “power, authority, or domain.”
“over these the second death does not have authority,”
 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they shall be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, believers producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun HIEREUS, meaning “priests” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the possessive genitive masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”
“but they shall be priests of God and of Christ.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore” or the emphatic use of KAI, meaning “In fact.”  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule: they shall rule.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him” and referring to Christ.  Finally, we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter plural cardinal adjective CHILIOI and the noun ETOS, meaning “for a thousand years.”  The article TA is probably not part of the original text, but was added by a scribe for clarity.

“Furthermore they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”
Rev 20:6 corrected translation
“Happy and holy [is] he who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death does not have authority, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ.  Furthermore they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”
Explanation:
1.  “Happy and holy [is] he who has a part in the first resurrection;”

a.  As we have seen in the previous verse, those who have a part in the first resurrection are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  All unbelievers are involved in the second resurrection, after which they face the Last Judgment and the eternal lake of fire.

b.  Believers who take part in the first resurrection are characterized as both happy and holy.


(1)  Believers are holy or set apart unto God because God provided for them the ultimate sanctification or holiness of a resurrection body along with their positional sanctification of being in union with Christ and their imputed sanctification of the righteousness of God.



(2)  Believers are happy because they are without a sin nature, have received their rewards and blessings for eternity, share in the victory of Christ, will rule with Him for a thousand years, and many other reasons.


c.  The emphasis here is on the happiness of the believer who enters into the millennial reign of Christ in resurrection body.  They will have a happiness beyond anything known by a believer in a mortal body with a sin nature.


d.  The greatest happiness believers will ever know is in the eternal state after the creation of the new heavens and new earth, which are spectacular beyond anything we can imagine.  However, the next best happiness we will ever know is the happiness of living with Christ on earth during His millennial reign.

e.  The fact that the believer is holy after the first resurrection indicates a holiness that cannot and will not be lost during the entire millennial reign of Christ.  Once we receive our resurrection body, we will never sin again.  We will live on earth with our Lord, other believers, and unbelievers and never be out of fellowship with God again.

2.  “over these the second death does not have authority,”

a.  One of the greatest reasons for our happiness during the millennial reign of Christ is now given.  Will we be extraordinarily happy because we are already guaranteed that we will not face the Last Judgment.  The second death is the separation from God that unbelievers will suffer forever.  The first death is physical death, which is suffered by most people of the human race.

b.  The second death is defined in 2 Thes 1:9, “who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence.”  It is defined in Rev 20:14 and 21:8 as being cast into the lake of fire.
  The second death punishes both body and soul, Mt 10:28.


c.  Because we are considered ultimately holy by God in resurrection bodies with the imputation of His perfect righteousness, the second death does not, cannot, and will never have power, authority, or jurisdiction over us.


d.  The fact that we cannot go to the lake of fire will be a source of fantastic happiness for the entire millennial reign of Christ.

e.  Rev 2:11, “He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  He who is victorious [believes in Christ] will absolutely not be harmed by the second death.”
3.  “but they shall be priests of God and of Christ.”

a.  In contrast to the unbelievers who must face the second death, we shall be representatives of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ on earth to the unbeliever for the entire millennial reign of Christ.

b.  All Church Age believers have a special royal priesthood that represents Christ both now and during the millennial reign of Christ.  This priesthood is also mentioned in:



(1)  Rev 1:6, “and has made us royalty, priests to God even His Father, to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.  I believe it.”


(2)  1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”


(3)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”

c.  Notice that we will be priests of both Christ and God the Father.  “In Rev 22:3 the task of saints in the New Jerusalem is to “serve” God.  Thus, the task of believers in heaven ‘will be’ a priestly one.”
  As our Lord represents God the Father to the unbelievers of the world, so we will also throughout His millennial reign.  We will have great opportunities for witnessing for Christ.


d.  “As Christ is the ‘priest-king’, so the victorious saints will share in his royal as well as his priestly status.”

4.  “Furthermore they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”

a.  In addition to our priesthood we shall also rule with Christ for a thousand years.  Once the thousand year reign of Christ on earth during human history concludes, our priesthood and rulership with Christ will continue forever in the new heavens and new earth.  Our Lord’s rulership is eternal and His priesthood is eternal, and our union with Him in these things is eternal as well.

b.  This is promised many times in Scripture.



(1)  Dan 7:9, “I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool.  His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire.”


(2)  Mt 19:28, “And Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when ﻿the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”


(3)  1 Cor 4:8, “You already have all you could want; you have become kings apart from our assistance.  In fact I wish that you were indeed kings, in order that we might also rule with you.”


(4)  1 Cor 6:2, “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And so if the world will be judged by you [and it will], are you unworthy of judging the most insignificant legal actions?”


(5)  2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure [and I assume we will], we shall also rule with [Christ].  If we repudiate [the spiritual life], that One will also deny us [eternal rewards].”


(6)  Rev 2:26, “Furthermore the winner; that is, the one who persists in obeying My works until the end, I will give to him authority over the nations.”


(7)  Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him the authority to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also have won and have sat down with My Father on His throne.”


(8)  Rev 5:10, “In fact, You [Jesus Christ] have made them [Church Age believers] royalty and priests to our God; and they [mature believers] will rule upon the earth.’”


(9)  Rev 20:4, “And then I saw thrones; and they [tribulational martyrs] sat down on them; and authority to judge was given to them; that is, [I saw] the souls of those who had been decapitated because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God, namely, the very ones who did not worship the beast nor his image and did not receive his mark on their forehead and on their hand.  They both came to life and ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”

c.  The Church will rule with Christ over the unbelievers who are born during the millennial reign of Christ.  We will not need to rule over other believers in resurrection bodies, such as Old Testament saints and tribulational martyrs.  Jewish believers who enter the millennial reign of Christ without having previously died will be ruled by the disciples of our Lord (Mt 19:28).
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