Rev 20:10



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DIABOLOS, which is incorrectly transliterated as “the devil.”  Then we have the appositional/explanatory nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PLANAW, which means “to deceive.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who” or “the one who.”

The present tense is historical present, which narrates a past action as though it were now taking place for dramatic effect.


The active voice indicates that the devil produced the action of deceiving the unbelievers of the millennium.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the unbelievers of the millennium.  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw, cast” and in the passive voice “to be thrown; to be cast.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire action as a past fact from the standpoint of what John already has seen in his vision.


The passive voice indicates that the devil received the action of being thrown.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun LIMNĒ plus the genitive of identity [or possibly even the genitive of material (indicating the material out of which the lake is made)] from the neuter singular article and noun PUR, meaning “into the lake of fire.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun THEION, meaning “sulfur.” 

“And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur,”
 is the adverb of place HOPOU, which means “where,” followed by the coordinating use of the conjunctions KAI…KAI, meaning “both…and.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast” plus the masculine singular article and noun PSEUDOPROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the false-prophet.”  There is no main verb in this clause.  The verb EIMI = [are] must be supplied.  Another good possibility here is using the previous verb in the context to fill the ellipsis: ‘where both the beast and the false-prophet [were thrown]’.
“where both the beast and the false-prophet [are or were thrown].”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then.”  This is followed by the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb BASANIZW, which means “to be tormented, tortured” (BDAG, p. 168).

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the devil receives the action of being tortured in the lake of fire and sulfur.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.

Then we have the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular nouns HĒMERA and NUX with a connective KAI, meaning “day and night.”  The genitive of time indicates the time during which the action of being tortured takes place.  The torture takes place during the day and during the night.  In other words, there is no relief from this torture; it is continuous.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN with the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the ages.”  This phrase: “for the ages of the ages” is a Greek idiom meaning “forever and ever; or for evermore.”
“And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.”
Rev 20:10 corrected translation
“And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the beast and the false-prophet [are or were thrown].  And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur,”

a.  The next thing John saw was the final judgment and punishment of Satan.



(1)  John describes Satan by his title “the devil,” which emphasizes Satan’s slanderous activity against God as God’s adversary throughout human history.  The basic meaning of the word DIABOLOS is slanderous, and when used as a title of Satan, it means one who engages in slander.  As the slanderer of God, Satan becomes the adversary of God.



(2)  In the lake of fire, Satan will never slander anyone again; he will only be able to grind his teeth in pain and agony.



(3)  In the lake of fire, Satan will never again be able to deceive anyone.  He will be faced with the reality of the lake of fire forever, as will those who followed him.  There will be no self-deception or deception of others in the lake of fire.



(4)  The passage does not tell us who does the actual throwing of Satan into the lake of fire.  It could be the Lord himself or the archangel Michael who argued with Satan over the body of Moses, or the same angel that cast Satan into the Abyss (which may have been Michael).  The important point is not who throws him there, but the fact that Satan cannot prevent his final fall.


(5)  Many commentators and pastors seek to minimize the lake of fire by saying that it is figurative, metaphorical, or some other such non-sense other than a literal lake of fire and burning sulfur.  The lake of fire must not be trivialized by the speculation of man.  The consequences of rejection of the love of God are too horrible for someone to not take it seriously, because there is no escape, no release, and no recovery from this last judgment.



(6)  People ask the age old satanic question, ‘How can a ‘loving’ God cast His creatures into an eternal lake of fire?  The answer is simple and related to the love of God.  God loves those who have put their faith, trust, and confidence in Him so much that He will give to those who tormented and tortured His believers the justice that is due to them.




(a)  The righteousness of God demands satisfaction from the justice of God for anyone rejecting the love of God.  God’s creatures cannot reject His love with impunity.




(b)  No unbeliever can do anything to harm, hurt, or ridicule those who have believed in Christ with impunity from the justice of God.




(c)  God loves those who believe in Him and makes war against those who reject His love.



(d)  Satan rejected and spit on the love of God with locked-in negative volition and hardness of heart.  And he taught the fallen angels to do likewise.  Then he taught mankind to do likewise.



(7)  God has every right to do with His creatures as He pleases.  It pleases Him to save all those who are grateful for His love and His grace.  And it pleases Him to punish eternally those who in locked-in degeneracy and depravity have rejected His love.

b.  The punishment of fire and sulfur was first mentioned for anyone who worships the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire in Rev 14:9-10, “And then another angel, the third one, followed them and kept saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives the mark on his forehead or on his hand [and he does], he also will drink from the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed unmixed [served full strength] in the cup of His anger, and he will be tormented in fire and sulfur before the holy angels and before the Lamb.”

c.  The beast and false-prophet have already been thrown in the lake of fire and sulfur, Rev 19:20, “And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.”
2.  “where both the beast [dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] and the false-prophet [are or were thrown].”

a.  The beast is the beast out of the sea or Rev 13:1ff; that is, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist, and the little horn of Daniel 7.  The false-prophet is the beast out of the land of Rev 13:11ff.

b.   We saw in Rev 19:20 that the beast and false-prophet were already thrown alive into the lake of fire, “And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.”

c.  Because the Antichrist and False-prophet were thrown into the lake of fire prior to the millennial reign of Christ and the devil is thrown into the lake of fire after the millennial reign of Christ, and the beast and false-prophet are still in the lake of fire after a thousand years, this tells us that the lake of fire does not end a person’s existence, but tortures them with the pain of fire.  Therefore, those who are thrown into the lake of fire must have a new body capable of withstanding the burning of fire without being consumed and endure the punishment of continual burning.  Therefore, creatures who go to the lake of fire have a new type of physical body or some sort of change in their current physical bodies in order to endure this type of punishment.


d.  The unholy trinity of Rev 16:13 (“And then I saw from the mouth of the serpent and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet three impure-spirits like frogs,”) is now united again forever in the lake of fire and sulfur.

3.  “And then they shall be tortured day and night forever and ever.”

a.  This is the final statement about Satan, the Antichrist, and the False-prophet in Scripture.  They are tortured in the lake of fire and burning sulfur day and night forever and ever.  This is the ultimate bruising of his head, Gen 3:15, and the casting of Satan out of this world, Jn 12:31.


(1)  John emphasizes the continuous nature of their punishment in two ways:




(a)  It is day and night—indicating that there is a sense of time for those in the lake of fire.  “This is a figure of speech based on the experience of our earthly time frame.  It is used in reference to both eternal blessing when there will be no night (Rev 21:25; 22:5) and eternal punishment which is called ‘outer darkness’ (Mt 22:13; 25:30), which presumably means there will be no daylight.”




(b)  It is forever and ever—indicating that the punishment is without end in contrast to the blessings of the eternal state for believers, which is also forever and ever.



(2)  These three archenemies of God are not just tormented (the connotation of being tormented is much too tame for what will actually occur) but physically tortured in harsh and blistering burning-pain over every part of their bodies forever.  This should never be minimized in any way, in order to try to soften the blow of God’s justice.  God is a God of love and a God of justice.  Both are equally true—a fact that Satan has always rejected and slandered.  Satan will never again slander this fact in the lake of fire.


(3)  Notice that it is not the will of God that any living person ever suffer this punishment.  But once that person has died or come to their final judgment without believing in Christ, the will of God is that Satan and those that follow him be tortured in fire forever.


b.  Our Lord predicted that this punishment would be eternal punishment in Mt 25:41-46, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’  Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’  Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’  These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

c.  The eternal nature of this punishment is also described by Paul in 2 Thes 1:6-9, “since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you (and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power) with flaming fire, inflicting punishment to those who do not know God; that is, to those who do not accept the gospel of our Lord Jesus, who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence.”

d.  This punishment is also described by Isaiah, Isa 33:14, “Sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling has seized the godless. ‘Who among us can live with the consuming fire?  Who among us can live with continual burning?’”

e.  The fallen angels, who were demonizing people during the First Advent, knew this judgment was coming, Mt 8:29, “And they cried out, saying, ‘What business do we have with each other, Son of God?  Have You come here to torment us before the time?’”

e.  God has warned mankind about the eternal consequences of this judgment from the dawn of human history.  Some people have heeded the warning, most have not.  In a similar way to mankind God probably warned Satan and the fallen angels of this judgment long before they were first sentenced to the lake of fire prior to the creation of man.  They would not listen either.  Human history is the demonstration and proof of that fact.


f.  Never forget that this is Satan’s ‘pay-back’ for everything he has done against the Lord Jesus Christ and all believers throughout human history.

g.  When God says, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay,” He is not kidding and it should not be taken lightly.


h.  “Sin is eternal, so its consequences are also eternal. After a thousand years of experiencing Christ, the unbelieving nations throw themselves after Satan the first chance they get.  The message is that in a billion years, a trillion years, they would do the same!  Thus, they must suffer the same penalty as the one they worship, namely, eternal torment.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (p. 226). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 427.


� Osborne, p. 716.





PAGE  
5

