Rev 20:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action of seeing as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun AGGELOS, meaning “an angel.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to come down or to descend: descending.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was happening at that moment in John’s past vision.


The active voice indicates that the angel produced the action of descending.


The participle is circumstantial, giving a further explanation of what John saw.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”
“And then I saw an angel descending from heaven,”
 is the appositional accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: having.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was happening at that moment in John’s past vision as this angel descended from heaven.


The active voice indicates that the angel produced the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial, giving a further explanation of what John saw.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KLEIS, meaning “the key.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun ABUSSOS, which is a proper name for a compartment of Hades, and in this case a prison cell.  It is translated “to the Abyss.”
“having the key to the Abyss”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HALUSIS plus the adjective MEGAS, meaning “a great chain, especially handcuffs Acts 28:20; Mk 5:3f; Lk 8:29; Acts 12:6f; 21:33.  At the beginning of the ‘Thousand Years’ Satan will be bound with a chain Rev 20:1f.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in his hand.”
“and a great chain in his hand.”
Rev 20:1 corrected translation
“And then I saw an angel descending from heaven, having the key to the Abyss and a great chain in his hand.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw an angel descending from heaven,”

a.  The next thing John sees is another angel coming down from heaven as he saw in Rev 10:1.  The recurring formula “And then I saw” of Rev 19:11, 17, 19; 20:1, 4, 12; and 21:1 indicates a continuous chronological sequence of events.


b.  The angel described in Rev 10:1 was called “a powerful angel” and this angel has to also be a powerful angel, since he will have the power and authority to arrest Satan and ‘hook him up’.  This angel is carrying the greatest set of handcuffs ever built and will use them to bind Satan in prison for a thousand years.  This angel is probably a seraph angel, since Satan is only a cherub angel.  Seraph angels have six wings, outranking the cherub angels that only have four wings.

c.  The fact this angel comes from heaven indicates the divine authority delegated to him to do what he is privileged to do.  It also indicates that this angel has to come down to earth to deal with Satan, since Satan is no longer in heaven, but operational on the earth.  Rev 12:9, “And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the Devil and Satan, the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.  He was thrown down to the earth.  In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”

d.  Of all the millions upon millions of elect angels, this one angel has the great honor and privilege of arresting Satan and throwing him in prison.  This is something for which the other elect angels have waited all of human history.

2.  “having the key to the Abyss”

a.  This elect angel has the key to one of the compartments of Hades, called the Abyss.  Torments (containing dead unbelievers), Tartarus (containing fallen angels who violated the rules of the angelic conflict in human history, such as the angels of Gen 6), and Paradise (which is now empty) are the other compartments of Hades.

b.  We have seen other keys in Revelation:


(1)  Rev 1:18, “and “The Living One,” that is, I became dead, and yet behold, I am living forever and ever; furthermore I hold the keys to death and Hades.”


(2)  Rev 3:7, “And to the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: The Holy One, the Truthful One, who has the key of David [authority to rule Israel], He who opens and no one will shut and He who shuts and no one will open says these things.”


(3)  Rev 9:1-2, “And then the fifth angel sounded his trumpet.  And I saw a star [Satan] from heaven having fallen to the earth; and the key to the shaft of the Abyss was given to him.  And then he opened the shaft of the Abyss, and so the smoke ascended from the shaft like the smoke from a great furnace, and so the sun and the atmosphere became dark because of the smoke from the shaft.”  Mounce thinks that the same angel is performing the actions of Rev 9:1f and Rev 20:1f.

c.  “In the NT, ABUSSOS means the ‘abode of demons’.  In Lk 8:31 the demons possessing the Gerasene demoniac beg not to be sent to their place of punishment before their destined time.  In Rom 10:7 the word is equivalent to Hades, the abode of the dead.  In Revelation it denotes the abode of evil spirits, but not the place of final punishment; it is therefore to be distinguished from the “lake of fire and brimstone” where the beast and the false prophet are, and into which the devil is finally to be cast (19:20; 20:10).”


d.  The Abyss is the abode of the beast of Rev 11:7, “And when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.”  The beast out of the Abyss is Abaddon or Apollyon, the destroyer fallen angel, who works on behalf of Satan as his ‘hit-man’.


e.  The Abyss was the location of the demon army of Rev 9:1ff.


f.  Notice that Satan was given the key to the Abyss to release his army of demon angels, and now he himself will be imprisoned there during the millennial reign of Christ.  But he will not be alone. 
3.  “and a great chain [handcuffs] in his hand.”

a.  This elect angel not only has the key to the Abyss, but he also has the greatest set of handcuffs ever made with which to bind Satan in his prison.  Satan, the ruler of the world, will be treated like a common criminal.  His crime is the murder of millions of believers throughout human history and especially during the Tribulation.


b.  This imprisonment of Satan includes the fallen angels and the unbelievers of the earth according to Isa 24:21-22, “So it will happen in that day, that the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high, and the kings of the earth on earth.  They will be gathered together like prisoners in the dungeon, and will be confined in prison; and after many days [the millennial reign of Christ] they will be punished [sent to the eternal lake of fire].” 

c.  The one who had the freedom to move to a fro throughout the earth will now be confined in chains in darkness in a compartment of Hades for one thousand years.  The father of all criminals receives the same punishment due all criminals—imprisonment until their execution.
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