Rev 2:9



 is the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “I know.”

The perfect is used as a present tense and describes a static state or condition that has always been true.  The omniscience of the Lord Jesus Christ knew this in the past with the result that He knows it now.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive second person singular personal pronoun SU with the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun THLIPSIS with the connective conjunction KAI, the accusative article and feminine singular noun PTWCHEIA, which means “your trouble, distress, oppression, affliction, tribulation, persecution, difficult circumstance Rev 1:9; 2:9, 22”
 and “poverty Rev 2:9; 2 Cor 8:2.”
  This word represents extreme poverty, or a greater degree of poverty than expressed by the words PTWCHOS or PENĒS.  The degree of poverty described by the three words is explained thus: “Whereas PENĒS denotes one who has to earn his living because he has no property PTWCHOS denotes the complete destitution which forces the poor to seek he help of others by begging.  PTWCHEIA represents a much greater degree of poverty.﻿”

“I know your affliction and poverty,”

 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the predicate nominative masculine singular from the adjective PLOUSIOS, which means “rich, wealthy.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are” and referring to the believers or church in Smyrna.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and an aoristic present, which presents the present state of condition of things without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the church of Smyrna produces the action of being rich.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“but you are rich,”
 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also, furthermore, or moreover.”  Then we have the accusative direct object direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BLASPHĒMIA, which means “the reviling, denigration, disrespect, slander of any kind of speech that is defamatory or abusive of humans against humans: slander of (that is,  emanating from) someone Rev 2:9.”
  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source form the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning from those who allege, “assert, maintain, declare, or proclaim.”


The preposition EK with the ablative of origin or source is translated “from.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and is now continuing.

The active voice indicates that Jewish unbelievers in Smyrna produce the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances related to the main verb.

Then we have the predicate accusative from the masculine plural adjective IOUDAIOS, which means “Jews.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact these Jews allege about themselves.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish unbelievers in Smyrna produce the action.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction and introduces indirect discourse.

Then we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine third person plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “themselves.”  The entire phrase is translated “that they themselves are Jews.”  This is followed by the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet, however, nevertheless.”  Then we have the strong negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that these Jewish unbelievers produce the action of not being real Jews, since they are not regenerate.  They are only racial Jews, which is meaningless to God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“also [I know] the slander from those who allege that they themselves are Jews and yet they are not,”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the predicate nominative feminine singular noun SUNAGWGĒ, meaning “assembly, gathering, synagogue, or congregation.”  (The word should be translated rather than transliterated.)  With this we have the possessive genitive masculine singular from the article and proper noun SATANAS, meaning “of (in the sense of belonging to) Satan.”  There is no verb here and it must be supplied from the preceding context, the last verb being used was EIMI = [they are].
“but [they are] a congregation of Satan.”

Rev 2:9 corrected translation
“I know your affliction and poverty, but you are rich, also [I know] the slander from those who allege that they themselves are Jews and yet they are not, but [they are] a congregation of Satan.”
Explanation:
1.  “I know your affliction and poverty,”

a.  Our Lord’s evaluation of this church of Smyrna begins with His acknowledgement of the fact that they are being persecuted and the result of this persecution is material poverty.


b.  G. K. Beale gives an excellent description of the historical background for this persecution in Smyrna, “Jews were only too willing to make the Roman authorities aware that the Christians were not a Jewish sect.  Perhaps Jews were motivated to inform on Christians because they were irritated that some of their Jewish brethren or Gentile ‘godfearers’ were converting to Christianity [which is what Ignatius claimed in his letter to the church of Smyrna].  Jews would have viewed Christianity as a religion distorting the Jewish Law and offering a perversely easy way of salvation.  They also considered the Christian worship of a crucified criminal as the divine Messiah a blasphemy.  The mention of Roman persecution in verse 10 directly following that of Jewish slander conforms to historical reports of Jews allying with and encouraging Romans and Gentiles to oppress Christians (for example, Acts 13:45, 50; 14:2-7, 19; 17:5-9; 1 Thes 2:14-16).  It was almost impossible to have a share in a city’s public life without also having a part in some aspect of the imperial cult.  Pressure on Christians to conform to such participation would have increased during Domitian’s reign.  Those refusing to participate were seen as politically disloyal and unpatriotic and would be arrested and punished according to Roman law (for example, exile, capital punishment).”


c.  The Christians in Smyrna evidently would not participate in the city’s emperor worship, and therefore, were accused by the Jewish unbelievers of the city of being disloyal to the government.  The Jewish unbelievers were jealous because both racial Jews and Gentiles converted to Judaism were departing from the synagogue and believing in Christ.  This would have created a financial crisis for the Jewish synagogue, if their financial base was leaving and going to the Christian assembly.  Therefore, the only way the Jews could ‘fight back’ was to go to the Roman authorities and claim that the Christian group was not a “Jewish” group (which had religious protection under Roman law), so that that these Christians could be accused of treason against Rome.  The test would be whether or not the Christian would offer a sacrifice to the Emperor and acknowledge the emperor as “Lord” or “God.”  Obviously, Christians would not do this and would be punished for it.  John’s exile to Patmos is an example; Polycarp’s martyrdom in Smyrna in 155 A.D. is another example (Polycarp is called the twelfth Christian martyr of Smyrna).  
The Martyrdom of Polycarp documents this hostility most clearly.  After the venerable Polycarp confessed that he was a Christian, "the multitude of heathen and Jews living in Smyrna ‘cried out with uncontrollable wrath’.  They then joined (although it was the Sabbath) with the mob in gathering wood to bum Polycarp alive.  Jewish hostility to Christians seems to have stemmed both from their conviction that to worship a Galilean peasant who had died a criminal's death would be blasphemy and the apparent success of the Christians in evangelizing God-fearers and even some from within Judaism.  Antagonism against believers would lead Jews to become informers for the Roman overlords.  In a city like Smyrna with its strong ties to Rome it would be a fairly simple matter to incite the authorities to action.”


d.  Therefore, the Christian church was persecuted and afflicted by both the Roman government and the Jewish synagogue.  This resulted in material and financial poverty for most if not all the Christians in Smyrna.  This same situation existed thirty years previously as described by Heb 10:34, “For example you certainly showed sympathy to the prisoners and welcomed with joy the forcible confiscation of your property, knowing that you yourselves have a better and lasting possession.”

e.  Our Lord’s statement that He knows all about this situation is an indication that:



(1)  These believers have nothing to worry about, because of the principle of Mt 6:25-33, “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?  And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?  And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!  Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’  For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”


(2)  He is personally going to deal with this unbeliever persecution of these believers.  These believers have His protection.
2.  “but you are rich,”

a.  In contrast to the material wealth of this world, the positive believers in Smyrna have the spiritual wealth or riches that only God can provide.

b.  These riches or wealth are mentioned many times in the New Testament.


(1)  Mt 6:19-20, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal.”



(2)  Rom 11:33a, “Oh, the inexhaustibility of His wealth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!”



(3)  Eph 1:18, “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”


(4)  Eph 3:8, “to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ,”


(5)  Phil 4:19, “Now my God shall fill up your every need according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”



(6)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”



(7)  Col 2:2-3, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ, in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”



(8)  Jam 2:5, “Listen, my beloved brethren, has not God chosen for Himself the destitute in this world wealthy by means of doctrine and heirs of the kingdom, which He has promised to those who love Him?”



(9)  Rom 9:23, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which [vessels] He previously prepared for glory,”



(10)  Eph 2:7, “in order that He might show in the coming ages the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity toward us in Christ Jesus.”


(11)  1 Tim 6:17-19, “Regarding the rich in this present age, keep commanding [them] not to be arrogant, nor to have confidence based upon the uncertainty of riches, but on the basis of God, Who abundantly provides for us all things for the purpose of our enjoyment, to keep on doing good, to be rich in honorable deeds, to be generous, liberal, storing up for themselves an excellent [honorable, praiseworthy] foundation for the future, in order that they may take hold of the real life.”



(12)  Heb 11:26, “because he considered the reproach associated with Christ as greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he kept on being intent on the reward.”


(13)  2 Cor 6:10, “alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”


c.  God has a spiritual wealth for us now that coincides with our eternal riches by virtue of our being in union with Christ.  Our spiritual riches now result in an eternal inheritance of blessings being held in escrow for us that are described in 1 Cor 2:9, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”


d.  Our Lord stated the principle in Mk 10:29-30, “Jesus said, ‘Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.”


e.  Therefore, this statement by our Lord is a reminder for us to keep our focus on what God is going to do for us in the future rather than on what man is doing to us now here on earth.

3.  “also [I know] the slander from those who allege that they themselves are Jews and yet they are not,”

a.  Our Lord continues His statement with the acknowledgment that He knows what the unbeliever Jews in the city of Smyrna are doing by way of verbal sins against the believers, who are the true Jews.

b.  The slander of the Jewish unbelievers took the form of accusing the Christians of being traitors to Rome, when in reality they were the pivot or believers for the new client nation to God.


c.  Those who alleged that they were real Jews were the racial Jews of the Jewish synagogue.  However, our Lord says that they were in reality not true Jews at all.  The true Jews is someone who believes in Christ.  These racial Jews had never done so.  They could only call themselves ‘Jew’ but did not know what a real Jew was.  A real Jew had the faith in Christ of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  These Jews did not.


d.  The Church Age believer is the real Jew; for the real Jew is not a racial Jew but someone who has believed in Christ.  This is Paul’s whole argument in:



(1)  Rom 2:28-29, “For he is not a Jew outwardly, neither is circumcision outwardly in the flesh, but he is a Jew inwardly, that is, circumcision [is] of the heart by means of the Spirit, not by means of the written document, whose praise [is] not from man but from God.”



(2)  Rom 9:6-8, “For not all these [who have descended] from Israel are Israel; neither because they are Abraham’s seed [are] all [racial Jews] the children [of the inheritance], but ‘In Isaac your seed shall be elected [or designated].’  This means the physical descendants [racial Jews], these [are] not the children of God, but the children of the promise are considered as seed.”



(3)  Rom 9:25, “Just as it also says in Hosea, ‘I will call the “Not My people” [Gentiles], “My people” [royal family of God].’  And the one who has not been loved [Jewish unbelievers in the times of the Gentiles] as being loved [Jewish believers as members of the royal family].”



(4)  Rom 11:7-8, “What, then, are we to conclude?  What Israel is constantly seeking [salvation], this [salvation] it did not obtain, but the elect [Jewish believers] have obtained it, however the rest [Jewish unbelievers] were hardened.  Just as it stands written, ‘God [Jesus Christ] has given to them [unbeliever Jews] a state of mind of bewilderment, eyes for the purpose of not seeing, ears for the purpose of not hearing until this very day.’”


(5)  Gal 6:15-16, “For neither the circumcision [the Jew] nor the uncircumcision [the Gentile] is anything, but the new creation [is something].  And so as many as hold to this standard, prosperity upon them and mercy, that is, upon the Israel of God.”


e.  A similar statement to this will be made in Rev 3:9, “I will cause those who are from the synagogue of Satan, who allege that they themselves are Jews, however they are not really Jews, but are liars,…”

f.  Jesus Christ, a Jew, calls the racial Jews in the city of Smyrna liars about their claim to be real Jews.  They were not real Jews in the mind of our Lord, because they did not have the faith in Him that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had.
4.  “but [they are] a congregation of Satan.”

a.  Instead of being an assembly of those who believe in Christ, these racial Jews are called by our Lord an assembly of Satan.

b.  This designation is in stark contrast to the Christian assembly or church in Smyrna.

c.  The Jews of the Jewish synagogue considered themselves those who worshipped ‘the Christ’, but in fact, Christ himself declares emphatically that they are worshippers of Satan.  Can you imagine the hatred the Jews had for these believers once this letter by John was published and read publicly in the Jewish synagogue?  It is no wonder the next statement by our Lord is that this Christian church would have persecution ten times.


d.  There is a wider application of this statement to the entire realm of religion.


(1)  All religions that do not profess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, who died for our sins and rose from the dead, and is the only source of eternal life with God are assemblies of Satan.



(2)  This includes all religions of the world, including all so-called ‘Christian churches’ that do not recognize Christ as the only Savior and faith in Him as the only means of salvation.

e.  All religion is the evil invention of Satan.  It is the counterfeit of true relationship with Jesus Christ.


f.  All worship of man, man’s goodness, the good deeds of man, that is, all humanistic ideals is creature worship, and as the ultimate creature, it becomes worship of Satan.


g.  Unfortunately there are many ‘Christian’ congregations in this country that are actually congregations of Satan, because they do not recognize faith alone in Christ alone as the only means of salvation.


h.  Satan was using the Jewish congregations to execute his will and persecute and impoverish the Christians of Smyrna.
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