Rev 2:8



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the dative of indirect object or destination from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS, which means “a human messenger serving as an envoy, an envoy, one who is sent: in his earthly ministry Jesus Lk 9:52; of John the Baptist’s disciples 7:24; of Joshua’s scouts Jam 2:25.”
  It is translated “to the messenger.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, modified by the prepositional phrase EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun SMURNA, meaning “of the assembly in Smyrna.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety at this moment.


The active voice indicates that John is responsible for producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write:”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HODE, meaning “these things” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He says.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is about to be said.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what our Lord says.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “The First” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the  nominative masculine singular article and superlative adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “The Last” as also in Rev 1:17; 22:13.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ under the title ‘The First and the Last’.  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become: he became.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action of the death of our Lord in its entirety as a past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, our Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative masculine singular from the adjective NEKROS, meaning “dead” and referring to the physical death of the humanity of Christ on the Cross.  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to be alive: is alive” and is also used “of dead persons who return to life: to become alive again, to come to life: of human beings Mt 9:18; Acts 9:41; 20:12; Rev 20:4, 5; of Jesus Mk 16:11; Lk 24:5, 23; Acts 1:3; 25:19; Rom 14:9a; 2 Cor 13:4a; Rev 1:18b; 2:8.”
 


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which emphasizes the entrance into a state or condition in the past.  Our Lord entered into the state or condition of being alive forever as a human being in a resurrection body.  (See Wallace, p. 559.)

The active voice indicates that the humanity of our Lord produces the action of coming back to life.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“‘The First and the Last Who died and came to life says these things.”
Rev 2:8 corrected translation
“And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The First and the Last Who died and came to life says these things.”
Explanation:
1.  “And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write:”

a.  Our Lord now turns His attention to the pastor and church in Smyrna, directing John to write a note to them.

b.  The history of the city of Smyrna follows.  (The modern city is called Izmir, the second largest city in Turkey, and the only one of the seven cities still in existence.)


(1)  A port city on the southern tip of one of the most sheltered inlets of the South Aegean.  Pottery finds indicate that the settlement was founded before 2000 B.C. and was Hittite until the immigration of Greek sea-peoples connected with the fall of Troy (about 1100 B.C.).


(2)  Smyrna was one of the cities claiming to be Homer’s birthplace, and eventually it had a school named for him.  After 900 B.C. the Ionians predominated in Smyrna, and in 688 they incorporated it into an Ionian confederacy.  But the Lydian king Alyattes II invaded Smyrna around 627 B.C. and completely destroyed it.


(3)  The survivors regrouped in villages and their numbers gradually increased again.  In 290 B.C., with the help of Alexander’s successors Lysimachus and Antigonus, the urban center was moved SW to the slopes of Mt. Pagus, on whose 650 ft crest a citadel was built.


(4)  By Paul’s time Smyrna had become the highway terminus and commercial metropolis of an immensely fertile hinterland.  Smyrna began to outshine even in culture the great Roman centers Ephesus and Pergamum 40 miles S and N of it.  Already in 193 B.C., a temple was erected at Smyrna to the goddess “the deity Roma.”  The temples of Zeus and Cybele were linked by a mall said to surpass all others of the ancient world.  The city in Paul’s day was one of the most beautiful in the Roman Empire with well-paved streets, lined with groves of trees, stately building in an orderly arrangement.  It was a center of learning and medicine, boasted a famous stadium, library, and the largest public theater in Asia.


(5)  One of Julius Caesar’s co-murderers (Trebonius) took refuge in Smyrna, and Rome sacked the city to capture him.  But in A.D. 26, in consideration of Smyrna’s long record of loyalty, it was the one chosen from the eleven cities contending for the privilege of building a temple to the emperor Augustus and his mother.


(6)  It is not clear why the Jews of Smyrna, more than those of neighboring towns, felt antagonism toward the Christians.  Smyrna and Philadelphia alone among the seven churches are praised without reserve, and both of them for their passive resistance to the Jews who are called “satanic.”


(7)  Ignatius of Antioch, on his journey to Rome for martyrdom (120 A.D.), was halted at Smyrna.  There he wrote four of his letters, which uniquely attest the earlier Christian practices.  When he stopped again at Troas, he wrote the remaining three of his letters, including one to the Smyrna community and another to its bishop Polycarp [who was a student-pastor under the apostle John according to the letters of Polycarp].  His letters help to make clear the hierarchical organization of the local church, with bodies of presbyters and of deacons helping the bishop.  Indeed, the “docetist” members [Docetism was the false doctrine that Christ’s body was only a seeming one] are reproved for neglecting the bishop as well as the poor and the Eucharist.


(8)  Polycarp (70-156 AD), who also wrote an epistle (to the Philippians), was 86 years old when in 156 he was burned at the stake in Smyrna for refusing to call the Emperor “Lord” during an extensive persecution instigated by the Jews.  This letter, addressed from Smyrna to “Philomelion and all the other churches in the world” is one of the most valued of the early Christian writings.


(9)  The city was destroyed by an earthquake in 177 A.D. but rebuilt by Marcus Aurelius.



(9)  According to a common view, Irenaeus (died 202) came from Smyrna to be bishop of Lyons in Gaul.


(10)  After Constantine’s installation at Byzantium in 330, Smyrna eclipsed Ephesus.


c.  Christianity came to Smyrna on Paul’s third missionary journey (around 55 A.D.), while he was staying in Ephesus for almost three years, Acts 19:10, “This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.”


d.  At the time John wrote this emperor worship was compulsory for every Roman citizen.  Failure to comply meant death.  Each year every citizen had to burn incense on Caesar’s altar, after which he was issued a certificate.  To be without a certificate was to risk discovery and the death penalty.  A large Jewish community in Smyrna joined with Rome in opposing Christianity, and repeatedly informed against Christians or incited the local governor to attack them.  Mass executions of Christians happened on a number of occasions in this city.

e.  Obviously to a group of Christians under the intense pressure of this kind of persecution from the city officials and Jews, the promises and encouragement that come from eternal God, who controls history and come to life from the dead are most important.  This is why our Lord emphasizes His deity and His resurrected humanity in identifying Himself in the next statement.
2.  “‘The First and the Last Who died and came to life says these things.”

a.  The Lord identifies Himself by the title He used in Rev 1:17-18a, “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.  Then He placed His right hand upon me, saying, ‘Don’t be afraid; I am “The First and The Last,” and “The Living One,” that is, I became dead, and yet behold, I am living forever and ever;”


b.  By use of this title our Lord emphasizes Himself as both eternal God (First and Last) and as true humanity (the One who came back to life again).  These descriptions combine to indicate that it is the God-man, Jesus Christ in resurrected hypostatic union who is speaking.  That the title First and Last is a title for God is seen in:



(1)  Isa 44:6, “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his [Israel’s] Redeemer, the Lord of the armies: ‘I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me.’”



(2)  Isa 48:12, “Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the last.”



(3)  This title (First and Last) is fully explained in Rev 22:13 as referring to the eternal deity of Christ, “I am the Alpha and the Omega [hypostatic union], the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”


c.  As the God-man in resurrected hypostatic union Jesus Christ has the full authority over the church in Smyrna (as well as all other Christian churches) to make the statements and evaluations He is about to make.


d.  Our Lord is the first to rise from the dead in resurrection:



(1)  Acts 26:23, “that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”


(2)  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers].”
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