Rev 2:3



 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Also, Furthermore, or Moreover.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “patience, perseverance.”  This is followed by the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past, continues in the present, and is expected to continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that the pastor in Ephesus [note the singular—this is address to the messenger, not the church] is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of reality.

“Furthermore, you keep having perseverance”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BASTAZW, which means “to bear or endure: you have endured” as we saw in verse 2.

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of the entire action.


The active voice indicates that this pastor and by extension his congregation have produced the action of enduring persecution and suffering.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the first person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “because of My person.”  The word ONOMA, frequently translated “name” also refers to someone’s “person Acts 1:15; 18:15; Rev 3:4; 11:13.”
 

“and you have endured because of My person,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb KOPIAW, which means “become weary/tired Rev 2:3 (the perfect here expresses the thought that the Ephesian congregation has not become tired to the extent of ‘giving up’); Jn 4:6; Mt 11:28;.”
 “to become emotionally fatigued and discouraged—‘to give up, to lose heart.’”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed action of a past action from which a present state emerges.


The active voice indicates that this pastor and his congregation have not produced the action of becoming weary or tired of executing the spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic evaluation and statement of fact.

“and you have not become weary and given up.”
Rev 2:3 corrected translation
“Furthermore, you keep having perseverance and you have endured because of My person, and you have not become weary and given up.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, you keep having perseverance”

a.  The Lord continues with His evaluation of the Ephesian church by elaborating on His previous statement in Rev 2:2a, “I know your accomplishments, both your toil and perseverance;”

b.  The pastor in Ephesus has continued to have perseverance in his positive volition to the word of God.

c.  He represents the status quo of the believers within the Ephesian church.  This pastor and his congregation have persisted in learning, believing and applying doctrine in the face of great antagonism from:



(1)  The pagan worshippers of the goddess Diana (the Roman name for the goddess) or Artemis (the Greek name).


(2)  The antagonistic Jews.



(3)  The silversmith trade union that made little silver figurines of Diana and sold them to the tourists that came to see the temple of Artemis.  Acts 19:24-28, “For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing no little business to the craftsmen; these he gathered together with the workmen of similar trades, and said, ‘Men, you know that our prosperity depends upon this business.  You see and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away a considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at all.  Not only is there danger that this trade of ours fall into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis be regarded as worthless and that she whom all of Asia and the world worship will even be dethroned from her magnificence.’  When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying, ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’”



(4)  The worshippers of the Roman Emperor cult and the Roman authorities who have exiled John.


d.  Satan has mustered all of his cosmic forces against this center of positive volition, and yet, these believers continue to persist in learning and applying doctrine.


e.  Perseverance is the determination to execute the will of God regardless of the cost, the distractions, and the pressures brought against you to not do so.

f.  Perseverance is a result of right priorities.


g.  Perseverance produces spiritual progress.


h.  Perseverance accelerates spiritual growth.


i.  Perseverance recovers and moves on regardless of the severity or frequency of failure.


j.  Perseverance never gives up, never gives in, and never gives out.


k.  Perseverance is where you go when you can’t go any farther.


l.  Perseverance produces the winner believer.


m.  Paul’s great doctrinal statement of perseverance is found in Phil 3:12-14, “Not that I have already received nor have already finished [taking on the same form of sufferings with reference to His death], but I press on [to see] whether I can indeed win, because of which I was pursued, overtaken, and seized by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won [attained the status of winner believer], but [I think about] one thing—on the one hand forgetting what is behind but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead, I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.”

2.  “and you have endured because of My person,”

a.  Along with the perseverance of this pastor and congregation, our Lord mentions their endurance.  Perseverance and endurance are synonymous with the word endurance emphasizing the perseverance in times of suffering and persecution.  Perseverance takes place in both prosperity and adversity, but endurance is something that generally occurs in times of suffering.

b.  Believers endure because of the person of Christ, not because of His name.  As Shakespeare said, “What’s in a name?  A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”  There is nothing special about the name “Jesus.”  It was a common name among the Jews.  It is not the name that is unique and special, but the person who has that name who is unique and special.  We endure hardship, heartache, persecution, ridicule, and undeserved suffering in the spiritual life because of our relationship with the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, not because He has the name “Jesus.”

c.  The important point our Lord makes here is that these believers valued their relationship with the person of Christ.  They valued their relationship so much that they were willing to put up with anything to persevere in that relationship.  Their relationship with Christ was more important to them than their relationship to their fellow-countrymen, fellow-workers, fellow-citizens, friends, family, and loved ones.  Our Lord stated this principle in:



(1)  Mt 10:37, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”



(2)  Mt 19:29, “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake [because of My person], will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life.”



(3)  Mk 10:29-30, “Jesus said, ‘Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age [the Jewish Age—the Second Advent and millennial reign of Christ], houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come [the eternal state], eternal life.”


(4)  Lk 14:26, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”  An excellent example of hyperbole, since we are commanded to love one another and not to hate our own family and ourselves.

d.  The ability to endure comes from the two power options: the influence of the Spirit and the word of God in the soul, Col 1:11, “because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the ruling power from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”


e.  Endurance is one of the characteristics of the spiritual life, Col 3:12-14, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance], putting up with one another and forgiving each other, if anyone has a complaint (maybe they will and maybe they won’t); just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].  But above all these things put on unconditional love, which is the bond of completeness.”


f.  Our patience and endurance in the spiritual life is a reflection of the patience and endurance of Christ in His execution of the prototype spiritual life, 2 Thes 3:5, “In fact may the Lord [God the Holy Spirit] direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.”


g.  This same doctrinal thought was communicated to the pastor of Ephesus by Paul thirty years earlier, 2 Tim 3:10-11, “Now you have closely followed my teaching, my way of life, my purpose [plan, resolve], my faithfulness [reliability, commitment, loyalty], my patience [steadfastness, forbearance], my virtue-love, my endurance [perseverance], my persecutions, my sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra, such persecution I have endured, and yet out of all of them, the Lord delivered me.”


h.  This principle was also taught by the writer of Hebrews [probably Luke guided by Paul], when he sent his letter to the believers in Asia, Heb 6:11-12, “And we desire that each one of you show the same eagerness [willingness, diligence] with regard to the complete certainty produced by confidence until the end, in order that you do not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”

i.  The means by which we have endurance is occupation with Christ, Heb 12:1-2, “Therefore, since we have so great a host of witnesses surrounding us, after laying aside every hindrance and especially the easily obstructing sin, let us run with endurance the race being set before us, by fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and perfecter of confidence in doctrine, who because of His prospective joy endured the Cross, disregarding the shame [disgrace], and so has sat down at the right side of the throne of God.”

j.  The momentum test of undeserved suffering helps produce the Christian virtue of patience, perseverance and endurance in the execution of the spiritual life, Jam 1:2, “Consider [it] the greatest happiness, my brethren, whenever you become involved in various kinds of trials, knowing that the testing of your doctrine produces patience [endurance, perseverance].  Moreover patience [endurance, perseverance] must keep on having complete [mature, fully developed] production, in order that you might be mature and undamaged, being deficient in nothing.” Compare Jam 5:11, “Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.  You have heard about the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome from the Lord that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”


k.  A description the endurance and perseverance of this pastor and his congregation is given by Paul in reference to himself and his team many years previous to our Lord’s evaluation here, 2 Cor 6:4-10, “But in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants by means of great patience [endurance, perseverance], in afflictions, in pressures, in difficulties, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger, with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance [toward others], with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with unconditional love, with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness, by means of our renown [the opinion of others of our good reputation] and shameful treatment [from others], by means of a bad reputation and a good reputation; alleged as ‘deceivers’ and yet [we are] the truthful ones, alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge, alleged as ‘those in danger of death’ and yet behold we are alive, alleged as ‘those being disciplined’ and yet we are not being put to death, alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”

3.  “and you have not become weary and given up.”

a.  This pastor and congregation did not get tired of obeying the will of God.

b.  They did not give up on executing the spiritual life God had given them.

c.  They did not get tired of having to face momentum tests and pass them.


d.  They did not become discouraged and quit because they kept failing under temptation from their sin nature.

e.  Perseverance and endurance does not become weary, tired, and give up in the spiritual race.  Heb 12:1, “let us run with endurance the race being set before us.”

f.  One of the greatest characteristics of spiritual maturity is not becoming weary or tired of having to face and pass people testing, thought testing, disaster testing, or undeserved suffering.


g.  Reversionists, loser believers, degenerate believers, believers in perpetual carnality have become weary of obeying God and executing the spiritual life.  They take the easy way out and live in Satan’s cosmic system.


h.  Living the spiritual life and executing the will of God is not easy; it is hard work.  It requires moment by moment concentration and the willingness to do what God wants rather than what we want from the temptations of our nature to want to sin.


i.  Giving up is not an option for a positive believer.  Giving up is a disaster in the spiritual life.  Giving up is the one thing Satan desperately encourages us to do.  It is the one thing we must not do.

j.  Being filled with all the fullness of God comes from not growing weary and giving up.  It only comes through perseverance and endurance in (1) being influenced by the Spirit, (2) learning and believing Bible doctrine, and (3) applying the word of God through the spiritual solutions (problem solving devices) God has provided for us to execute His will.  These three spiritual skills accomplish the will, plan, and purpose of God for our life.
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