Rev 2:2



 is the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know: I know.”  This is not the passing knowledge of GINWSKW, but the full and complete knowledge of OIDA.

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of affairs as a result of a past action.  The perfect tense of OIDA had become standardized as presenting a present action.

The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the state of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the second person singular possessive genitive of the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your works, actions, deeds, or accomplishments.”

“I know your accomplishments,”
 is the coordinating use of the conjunctions KAI…KAI, meaning “both…and” with the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KOPOS, meaning “work, labor, or toil” and the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, meaning “endurance, patience, or perseverance.”  With this we have the second person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The ‘toil’ of the Ephesians is explained in the rest of this verse, while the ‘perseverance’ of these Christians is explained in verse 3.

“both your toil and perseverance;”
 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, which adds an additional thought to what has already been said, and means “furthermore.”  This is followed by the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which is used after verbs of mental activity (such as OIDA = to know) to indicate the content of that mental activity.  Then we have the strong negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person singular (this applies especially to the pastor of this church) present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able: you are not able.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past (with Paul’s establishment of the Ephesian church) and continues in the present (with John’s thirty year ministry in Ephesus).


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—the Ephesian pastor (as well as the members of his congregation) produces the action of not being able to do something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb BASTAZW, which means “to bear up under especially trying or oppressive circumstances bear, endure, put up with, tolerate, accept Mt 20:12; Rev 2:2-3; Jn 16:12; Rom 15:1; Gal 5:10.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the believers in Ephesus are producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil.”  This can refer to evil ideas, evil people, and evil functions.  Here the evil is further defined as the lying of these false apostles about their being messengers from God.  Their evil was both their message and their claim of being sent from God.
“furthermore that you are not able to tolerate evil.”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact; Indeed; or Really.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PEIRAZW, which means “to endeavor to discover the nature or character of someone by testing: to try, make trial of, or put to the test: you tested, 2 Cor 13:5; Rev 2:2.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the Ephesian believers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality and fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “those who say, allege, claim.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that false teachers are producing the action of claiming to have the spiritual gift of apostleship.


The participle expresses the attendant circumstances.

This is followed by the double accusative of the person and thing from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “themselves” and the masculine plural noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “commanders” but transliterated as a proper noun/title “apostles.”  “Occasionally the construction of the double accusative is marked by the presence of the infinitive of EIMI between the two accusatives.  Although EIMI is usually missing, one should normally translate the construction with ‘to be’.”
  Then we have the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet; however” plus the strong negative OUK with the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are not.”
“In fact you tested those who allege themselves to be apostles, and yet they are not.”

 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Indeed, Really.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find, discover: you have discovered.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that the Ephesian believers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have another double accusative of person and thing from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “them” with the accusative masculine plural adjective PSEUDĒS, meaning “false, lying: and when used of persons—liars.”  Again the infinitive of EIMI = to be must be added between the two accusatives.
“Indeed you have discovered them to be liars.”

Rev 2:2 corrected translation
“I know your accomplishments, both your toil and perseverance; furthermore that you are not able to tolerate evil.  In fact you tested those who allege themselves to be apostles, and yet they are not.  Indeed you have discovered them to be liars.”
Explanation:
1.  “I know your accomplishments, both your toil and perseverance;”

a.  The Lord begins His evaluation of the Ephesian church by commending them for their accomplishments.

b.  All accomplishment in the spiritual life is based on “growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

c.  The Ephesian church was made up of a lot of mature believers who had been “filled up to all the fullness of God,” Eph 3:19.


d.  Their accomplishments are described here as “toil and perseverance.”



(1)  Their toil does not refer to physical labor, but is a metaphor or word picture to the hard work that goes into learning and doing what God wants.



(2)  Their perseverance refers to their determination to keep on obeying the will of God in spite of all the undeserved suffering that comes with living in Satan’s kingdom.


e.  “A generation after John’s time Ignatius wrote of the continuing fame and faithfulness of the Ephesian church.”


f.  The Ephesian believers didn’t give up on doctrine.  They started out positive and remained positive, and this was characteristic of their church for about two hundred years (52-262 A.D.).


g.  These believers had worked hard in learning doctrine, spreading the message of the gospel, encouraging other churches, standing up to the worship of goddess Diana (the temple to her in the city of Ephesus being one of the seven wonders of the ancient world), rejecting paganism, rejecting Emperor worship, and rejecting the false teaching of the Nicolaitans (verse 6).

h.  They never gave up on doctrine in the face of persecution, social ostracism, the criticism of family, friends, and fellow-citizens, governmental oppression, religious antagonism of the Jews and demon-worshipping paganists, and economic pressure from the local silver trade unions that made the silver figurines of Diana.  They kept on learning and applying doctrine in the face of every possible pressure from the cosmic system to stop.
2.  “furthermore that you are not able to tolerate evil.”

a.  In addition to their hard work and perseverance in executing the spiritual life, the pastor of this church (as well as these believers) is commended for not tolerating any evil.

b.  This refers to two things:


(1)  The Ephesian believers did not put up with the evil of the pagan worship of Diana.



(2)  They did not put up with the false doctrine of false teachers in Christianity.


c.  The implication is that they truly understood, believed, and lived by the doctrines they had been taught by Paul, Timothy, and John.


d.  The warning against false teachers that these believers applied are given in:



(1)  Paul’s speech at Miletus to the pastors from the churches of western Asia, Acts 20:28-31, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.  Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”


(2)  1 Tim 1:3-7, “Since I demanded that you remain behind at Ephesus while I went to Macedonia, [I did so], in order that you might command certain ones not to teach heretical doctrine, nor be occupied with myths and endless genealogies, which category of things cause useless speculation rather than the training of God [the Holy Spirit] which [comes] by means of doctrine.  But the goal of instruction is virtue-love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from non-hypocritical doctrine.  From which [virtue-love] some [pastors], having deviated, have turned to empty teaching, desiring to be teachers of the Law, since they do not understand either what they are saying or concerning things about which they speak dogmatically.”



(3)  1 Tim 4:1-3, 7, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, by means of hypocrisy from the source of liars, who because they have branded with a branding iron their own conscience, forbidding marriage, commanding abstinence from certain foods [meat], which God [Jesus Christ] has created for the purpose of sharing with thanksgiving by the faithful ones [believers], that is, those who have full knowledge of the truth.  …But keep rejecting worthless speculations of the cosmic system and tales characteristic of old women.  On the other hand, keep on training yourself for the purpose of respect for God.”



(4)  1 Tim 6:3-5, “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not occupy himself with [devote himself to] sound doctrines, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God, he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing, but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions [controversial discussions and debates] and disputes about words, from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures [or degenerate speculations], incessant quarrellings between men having received corrupt thinking and having been robbed of the truth, constantly thinking that the spiritual life is a means of gaining wealth.”



(5)  1 Tim 6:20-21, “O Timothy, guard and protect the deposit [of doctrine entrusted to you], by avoiding pointless empty-talk and opposition against falsely-called ‘knowledge’ [Gnosticism], on the basis of which [false-knowledge] certain ones [false-teachers] who claim to be experts have deviated with regard to doctrine.”



(6)  2 Tim 3:6-9, 12-13, “Because from these [reversionists] are those who worm their way into houses [local churches] and take captive foolish women [reversionistic believers], having been loaded up and overwhelmed with sins, being led away by various categories of lust, always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.  Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [reversionistic evangelists] oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.  But they will not progress further, because their lack of understanding will be very evident to all, as also the lack of understanding of those [two (Jannes and Jambres)] became [quite evident].  …In fact, all those also who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  But evil men and deceivers of others will advance to more severity, deceiving and being deceived.”


e.  The Ephesian church was famous in the second century for not putting up with or tolerating the evil of false doctrine and false teachers.  Every Christian church is expected to have the same attitude.  Every Christian is expected to have the same attitude—we don’t tolerate the evil of false doctrine, false teaching, inaccurate teaching, or those who engage in the practice.


f.  Notice that the Lord is commending these believers for not tolerating false doctrine or false teachers.  We tolerate weak believers who are growing in grace, but we do not tolerate evil, lying, false-teachers.
3.  “In fact you tested those who allege themselves to be apostles, and yet they are not.”

a.  The Lord continues His evaluation by stating that the Ephesian believers put false teachers to the test:



(1)  just as Paul warned in Eph 4:14, “in order that we might no longer be childish [immature], being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by the trickery [cheating with loaded dice] of men, by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming,”


(2) and just as John commanded in 1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.”

b.  These false-teachers, who alleged themselves to be apostles, probably did not allege that they were one of the twelve original apostles or had the same spiritual gift as these original twelve, but they alleged that they were apostles in the sense of:



(1)  Barnabus, Acts 14:14, “But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out.”



(2)  Andronicus and Junia, Rom 16:7, “Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners, who are outstanding among the apostles [the Greek word APOSTOLOS is used here in a technical sense for ‘a missionary-apostle’; these two were outstanding among their fellow missionaries], who also were in Christ before me.”



(3)  Paul’s use of the phrase  = ‘apostles of the churches’ in 2 Cor 8:23, “Whether with reference to Titus, my companion and co-worker for you, or our brethren, [they are] the envoys of the churches, the glory of Christ.”


(4)  and Paul’s use of the phrase  = ‘but your apostle’ in Phil 2:25, “Now, I consider it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and co-worker and comrade-in-arms, but your commander [pastor-teacher] and aide-de-camp for my need,”

c.  The fact that these pseudo-apostles existed at the time of Paul thirty years earlier can be seen in 2 Cor 11:13, “Because such men are pseudo-apostles, dishonest workmen, attempting to transform themselves into apostles of Christ.”


d.  The evidence of a true apostle is stated in 2 Cor 12:12, “Certainly the signs of apostleship were demonstrated among you with the greatest patience by means of signs and miraculous wonders and deeds of power.”  Obviously these false-apostles had none of these signs, miraculous wonders, and deeds of divine power.


e.  There were false teachers, false prophets, false apostles in the time of Paul, Timothy, John, and they will continue throughout every generation of the Church Age.  Satan will always counter God’s true messengers with false teachers.  Our Lord warned against this in Mt 7:15, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”

f.  There were two ways these false apostles could be tested by the Ephesians.



(1)  Were they able to demonstrate the unique divine power given to them by God that proved they were apostles, such as the ability to heal, perform miracles, etc.



(2)  Did what they teach agree with what had been taught by other known apostles, such as Paul, Peter, James, and John.


g.  After examining this group of so-called ‘apostles’ the Ephesian church had determined that they were false-teachers, and therefore, evil.  Therefore, they exposed them as such.


h.  Every person who claims to know what the Scripture teaches and teaches it should and must be tested by those listening to them.  Every communicator of doctrine should welcome the testing of their words, doctrines, ideas, and doctrinal concepts.  This is the means by which they are kept honest in teaching God’s word.


i.  A communicator of the Bible, who will not accept objective evaluation and criticism of his communication, is no communicator from God.  Pastors are to be tested, evaluated by their congregation, and not tolerated when they are wrong.  Any pastor who cannot accept that should step out of his pulpit.


j.  If a pastor fails to teach correct doctrine, God the Holy Spirit will teach him, show him, and help him; sometimes through someone in the congregation who asks a good question and sometimes in the privacy of his study.  A true doctrinal communicator will be sensitive to these corrections and make certain he corrects his teaching to the congregation.

4.  “Indeed you have discovered them to be liars.”

a.  Our Lord continues with the result of testing of these false apostles by the church in Ephesus—the church discovered that these men were liars.

b.  The mechanics of how these false teachers were discovered to be liars is given in 1 Cor 14:29, “Moreover two or three believers with communication gifts of divine revelation must speak and the others must carefully evaluate.”  These false apostles claimed to have communication gifts of divine revelation.  The church let them speak and evaluated what they had to say.  After hearing their false doctrine it was easy for these mature believers in Ephesus to determine that these men were false-apostles and liars.  Once they had been discovered to be liars about being communicators of the Word of God, their evil was not tolerated.
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