Rev 2:15



 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “So, Thus, or In this manner.”  This is followed by the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “you have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the church in Pergamum is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the collective church in Pergamum with emphasis on the pastor of the church.

“In this manner you also have”
 is the accusative masculine plural present active participle from the verb KRATEW, which means “to adhere strongly to, hold of commitment to someone or something; hold fast (to) someone or something, and hence remain closely united; Col 2:19; Mk 7:3-4, 8; 2 Thes 2:15; Rev 2:14-15.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that some believers in the local church of Pergamum are producing the action.  The subject of the action of this participle is not stated but implied by the masculine plural of the participle that it is some of the believers in this church.  Note that the masculine plural of this participle does not refer back to the singular subject in the main verb ECHW.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIDACHĒ, which means “the content of teaching Mt 16:12; Jn 7:16f; 18:19; Acts 2:42; 5:28; 13:12; 17:19; Rom 6:17; 16:17; 1 Cor 14:26; 2 Jn 9f; Rev 2:14-15, 24; Tit 1:9; Heb 6:2; 13:9; Mk 1:27.”
  With this we have the subjective genitive masculine singular from the proper noun NIKOLAITĒS, meaning “the teaching of the Nicolaitans” or “the Nicolaitan teaching.”  Finally, we have the adverb of manner HOMOIWS, which means “in the same manner; likewise; similarly.”

“[believers] holding to the teaching of the Nicolaitans in the same manner.”
Rev 2:15 corrected translation
“In this manner you also have [believers] holding to the teaching of the Nicolaitans in the same manner.”
Explanation:
1.  “In this manner you also have”

a.  Our Lord continues His censure of the believers of Pergamum by mentioning an additional problem that is similar to the previous problem just described by the teaching of Balaam.

b.  The teaching of Balaam was to destroy the spiritual life of believers by getting them to compromise with evil through social life and illicit sexual activity.

c.  There is a similar teaching that will destroy the spiritual life of believers in the Church Age and that is mentioned next.

2.  “[believers] holding to the teaching of the Nicolaitans in the same manner.”

a.  There were believers in the local church of Pergamum, and in other churches in the Roman Empire that adhered to the teaching of the Nicolaitans, just as they adhered to the teaching of Balaam.

b.  The teaching of the Nicolaitans was already mentioned in Rev 2:6, “Nevertheless you have this [in your favor], namely, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which deeds I also hate.”

c.  The Nicolaitans were a group of Christians, who sought to introduce into the church a false freedom or licentiousness, thus abusing Paul’s doctrine of grace.

d.  The Nicolaitans, then, appear to be a group that corrupted God’s people by suggesting compromise with the culture of the day.  Rather than worship God and him alone, they suggested that it was appropriate to engage in patriotic ceremonies (such as feasts associated with the worship of the emperor) and other cultural institutions (for example, trade guilds, something like our modern unions or professional associations, and their worship). It is possible that either as part of these ceremonies or as a separate area of compromise they also permitted the use of prostitutes (perhaps as an accepted part of the ‘business ethic’ of their day).

e.  The Nicolaitans taught the false doctrine called ‘antinomianism,’ which is “the view that Christians are exempt from the demands of the moral law by reason of their reliance upon divine grace alone for salvation.  Although the expression is not found in Scripture, it is evident that Paul was libelously accused by his detractors of holding such a false doctrine.  In Rom 3:8 he denied heatedly the accusation that he had called right conduct irrelevant to Christian experience, and again made this repudiation in Rom. 6:1f, 15f.  The gospel brings freedom from sin but not freedom to sin.  It is true that in the new dispensation of Christ the believer is no longer under obligation to the Mosaic law, in the sense that he is emancipated from its frustrating impositions upon an incapable human will.  His obedience is not rendered directly to the commandment, but represents his response to the person of Christ.  But this reorientation does not supply him with a license to transgress with impunity.  Some of the Gnostic sects of the 1st and 2nd centuries were antinomian in their teaching.  The Nicolaitans advocated a return to sub-Christian morality.

f.  The Nicolaitans distorted Paul’s teaching in Gal 5:1, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery” and 

Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”  They focused on the first statement in each verse and ignored the second statement.  The Nicolaitans said, ‘We have been called into the sphere of freedom, therefore, we can do what we want.’

g.  The teaching of Balaam and the teaching of the Nicolaitans were not identical but similar.  The teaching of Balaam emphasized compromise with contemporary societies norms and standards, while the teaching of the Nicolaitans emphasized that believers had the freedom to do what they wanted.  Both teachings were attempts to distract believers from the execution of the spiritual life of the Church by the introduction of false principles.


h.  Therefore, just as the Ephesian church was intolerant of these believers, so the Pergamum church tolerated them to a fault.


i.  There were two different but similar groups of apostate believers in the church at Pergamum, both of which had disobeyed the decision of the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:20, 29) in regard to idolatrous practices and fornication.  The two groups arrived at the same goal, that of eating meat sacrificed to idols and fornication, but they followed different paths to get there.  The teachings of this group were an attempt to reach a compromise between the Christian life and the cultural customs of the Graeco-Roman society, with special attention to including as much as possible from the latter category.  The Nicolaitan syncretism was a perversion of the liberty that Paul advocated.
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