Rev 19:12



 is the continuative or additive use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His eyes.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PHLOX, meaning “a flame Lk 16:24; Rev 1:14; 2:18; 19:12”
 with the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “of fire.”  The nominative subject and predicate nominative suggest the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: His eyes [were].”
“And His eyes [were] a flame of fire.”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Moreover” or “In addition.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun KEPHALĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on His head.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun DIADĒMA with the adjective POLUS, meaning “many crowns.”  Again we have the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI = “[were].”
“In addition on His head [were] many crowns,”
 is the appositional/explanatory nominative from the masculine singular present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was happening at that moment as John was having this vision.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of having something.


The participle is an independent participle used in place of the indicative mood.  As an “indicative, independent proper or absolute participle, the participle can stand alone in a declarative sense as the only verb in a clause or sentence.  In such instances, the participle may be treated as an indicative verb.  This use of the participle is quite rare.  This usage is apparently due to a Semitic influence, for such occurs in Hebrew﻿﻿ and Aramaic.﻿ ﻿ Its occurrence in the Apocalypse is testimony to this view.”
  The participle was used this way in Rev 1:16.  It is translated “And He has.”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “a name, title” (BDAG, p. 714).  This is followed by the accusative neuter singular perfect passive participle from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The passive voice indicates that this title of our Lord received the action of having been written.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “having been written.”
“and He has a title, having been written,”
 is the appositional direct object from the accusative neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the accusative neuter singular noun ONOMA = title.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular negative cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know, understand.”  Here it means “to understand” rather than “to know,” since the title is given in the next verse as “the Word of God,” which no human being can understand apart from the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.

The perfect tense is a perfect used as a present tense.  (See Wallace, p. 579-80).

The active voice indicates that no one produced the action of knowing His title except the Lord himself.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the combination of the conditional particle EI, meaning “if” and the negative MĒ, meaning “not,” which together mean: “except.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Himself.”
“which no one understands except Himself.”
Rev 19:12 corrected translation
“And His eyes [were] a flame of fire.  In addition on His head [were] many crowns, and He has a title, having been written, which no one understands except Himself.”
Explanation:
1.  “And His eyes [were] a flame of fire.”

a.  John continues with his description of the Lord as he did in Chapter One by mentioning the same thing he saw in that previous vision of the glorified Christ—His eyes were a flame of fire.  This is not literal, but figurative for the intensity of His appearance as the Judge of mankind and fallen angels.

b.  This is the same description of our Lord in:


(1)  Rev 1:14, “Moreover, His head and hair [were] white like white wool like snow and His eyes [were] like a flame of fire;”


(2)  Rev 2:18, “And to the messenger [pastor-teacher] of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, the One who has eyes like a flame of fire…”


(3)  Dan 10:6, “His body also was like beryl, his face had the appearance of lightning, ﻿his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a tumult.”
2.  “In addition on His head [were] many crowns [divine, Jewish, battlefield royalty],”

a.  Our Lord is also described as wearing many crowns.  The crowns represent three categories of royalty.


(1)  Our Lord is divine royalty as a member of the Trinity.



(2)  Our Lord is Jewish royalty from the tribe of Judah and the house of David.



(3)  Our Lord is battlefield royalty in the angelic conflict due to His victory at the Cross.


b.  This verse introduces the concept or doctrine of the Royalty of Jesus Christ:

3.  “and He has a title, having been written,”

a.  Our Lord also has a title, which has already been written for Him.  This title was written for Him in eternity past as the part of the divine decree of God the Father.

b.  This title is given in the next verse as “The Word of God.”

c.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is “The Word of God.”  He is the living “Word of God,” just as He is also the written “word of God.”
4.  “which no one understands except Himself.”

a.  This title of our Lord is now further described by John in its relation to the unbelievers of human history.  This idea is similar to the statement of Rev 2:17b, “To the winner, I will give to him from the hidden manna [Bible doctrine] and I will give him a white pebble.  Furthermore, on the pebble a new name has been written, which no one knows except the one who receives [it].”  This name will be known by believers as stated in Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God and he will never go outside; furthermore, I will also write on him the name of My God and the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which shall descend out of heaven from My God, and My new title.”

b.  The subject “no one” refers to the unbelievers of human history; that is, to those who do not understand the ‘Word of God’ because they have no human spirit and no teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

c.  The unbelievers’ total inability to understand the Word of God is described in:



(1)  Rom 1:18-22, “Therefore the anger [judgment] of God is being revealed from heaven on all rejection of God and wrongdoing [unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice] of men, who suppress the truth by means of wrongdoing [unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice].  Because what is capable of being known about God is evident [plainly visible] among them; for God has revealed [it] to them.  For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.  Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.”


(2)  1 Cor 1:18, “For the doctrine about the cross [the gospel] on the one hand keeps on being foolishness to those who are perishing [unbelievers], but on the other hand it keeps on being God’s power to us who are being saved.”


(3)  1 Cor 2:4-14, “And so my doctrine and my preaching were not by means of persuasive words of wisdom, but by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and [God’s] power, in order that your faith [what you believe] may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  Instead we keep on communicating wisdom among mature believers, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age who are perishing.  But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God [the Father] decided upon before the dispensations for our glory, which [wisdom] none of the rulers of this age have understood, for if they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.  But God [the Father] has revealed [them] to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s inner self [spirit] which [is] in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking], but the spirit which [is] from God [the Holy Spirit], in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teachings from human wisdom, but by means of the teachings from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”

d.  The phrase “except Himself” includes all those believers who are a part of the Lord Jesus Christ, especially the Church Age believer who is in union with Him.



(1)  The Church Age believer is able to understand our Lord’s title “The Word of God” because we have the gracious gift of the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.


(2)  The Living Word of God is revealed to believers in the written “word of God” through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit as described by Paul in 1 Cor 2:4-14 (see above).



(3)  Every believer who returns with Christ at His second advent and every believer awaiting His return will know and understand His title—”The Word of God,” but the unbeliever will not.
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