Rev 18:4



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “I heard.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which depicts the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality and fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective ALLOS and noun PHWNĒ, meaning “another voice.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven” and referring to the third heaven, the abode of God.  Then we have the appositional accusative feminine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the ‘another voice’ produces the action of speaking.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And then I heard another voice from heaven saying,”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out, come out, get out; or to escape Jn 10:39” (BDAG, p. 348).

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that believers living in the city of Rome are to depart or escape the coming judgment.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the nominative used as a vocative from the masculine singular article and noun LAOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My people” and referring to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ living in the city of Rome during the Tribulation.  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from her” and referring to the city of Rome, Babylon the Great.
“‘Come out from her, My people,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb SUGKOINWNEW, which means “(1) to be associated with someone in some activity: be connected with something in the sense of actually taking part Eph 5:11; Rev 18:4; in the sense of taking a sympathetic interest Phil 4:14; and (2) to give a portion of what one has to another, share.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which looks at the entire action as a possible future fact.


The active voice indicates that believers living in the city of Rome might produce the action of sharing in the discipline of the unbelievers living there through discipline by association.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form and indicate God’s purpose for having believers get out of Rome.  This is also a potential subjunctive, indicating that the volition of the believers in the city is involved in accomplishing God’s purpose.  Those believers who do not leave will share in the discipline of the unbelievers.

Then we have the dative direct object and/or instrumental of association from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with/in her sins.”
“in order that you might not be connected with [share in] her sins,”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine plural article and noun PLĒGĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from her plagues.”  Then we have the conjunction HINA, used again to introduce a final purpose clause, and translated “in order that” plus the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which looks at the entire action as a potential future event.


The active voice indicates that believers potentially produce the action of not receiving something.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with HINA and a potential subjunctive, indicating again the involvement of the believer’s volition.

There is no direct object here, but it is obvious from what is being said that the direct object is “[punishment].”
“and in order that you might not receive [punishment] from her plagues,”
Rev 18:4 corrected translation
“And then I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out from her, My people, in order that you might not be connected with [share in] her sins, and in order that you might not receive [punishment] from her plagues,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I heard another voice from heaven saying,”

a.  The next thing that happens is that John hears another of the same kind of angel speak from the throne room of God.

b.  This can either be the voice of God, because of the phrase “My people” in the statement about to be made, or the voice of another of the same kind of angel (because of the statement “God has remembered” in verse 5 rather than “I have remembered”), who is merely quoting God as His herald.  If the latter is the case, then this would probably be another one of the four living beings; that is, the seraph angels who guard the throne of God.  We don’t have enough information to state dogmatically who is speaking, but because of the statement “God has remembered” in verse 5 it is more likely the voice of another herald angel.
2.  “‘Come out from her, My people,”

a.  God commands His people; that is, believers, to come out, get out, or escape from “her”—a reference to the city of Babylon the Great, the capital of the Revived Roman Empire.

b.  This is clearly not a command for believers to flee Jerusalem prior to its fall, since that occurred twenty-five years prior to this being written by John.

c.  Although it is possible that this might refer to believers living in the city of Babylon on the Euphrates River, it is far more likely that it refers to the city of Rome, which has always been a gathering place for believers.

d.  The command to escape or get out of the city is because of the earthquake that will split it into three parts and then the destruction of the city by the Antichrist and his ten national leaders.



(1)  Rev 16:19, “And then the great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  That is, Babylon the Great was remembered before God for the purpose of giving her the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”


(2)  Rev 17:16, “Furthermore the tens horns which you saw and the beast, these will hate [detest, have little regard for] the prostitute.  Moreover they will cause her to be ruined [laid waste and depopulated] and naked.  In fact they will devour her flesh [the religious converts] and consume her [the city of Rome] with fire.”

e.  Therefore, the events being described here in Rev 18 are taking us back to a time chronologically before the events of Rev 16:19.


f.  God always warns believers to get out of a place He is about to judge because of the people’s locked-in negative volition—examples: Sodom and Gomorrah, Babylon prior to its fall in 539 B.C., and Jerusalem prior to its fall in 70 A.D.


g.  This command is similar to the call to Lot to come out of Sodom, Gen 19:12, “Then the two men said to Lot, ‘Whom else have you here?  A son-in-law, and your sons, and your daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place.”
3.  “in order that you might not be connected with [share in] her sins,”

a.  God’s purpose in commanding believers to leave the city of Rome during the Tribulation is to protect them from sharing in the divine discipline of the city.

b.  God is going to judge the city with an earthquake that will destroy the city and split it into three parts.

c.  The Antichrist and his co-leaders are going to destroy the city by a nuclear holocaust.


d.  Jesus Christ wants those who love Him out of the city before either of these events happen.  The principle is that God protects His own.


e.  The problem is that some believers always want to stay where they are when it is time to leave.  This is why we have the subjunctive mood of contingency.  Obedience or disobedience to God’s commands is always an option.

f.  We have in this statement a doctrine of Scripture, which we might call “Punishment by Association.”  Just as there is blessing by association, so there is punishment by association.



(1)  For example, when a man commits a crime and goes to prison, his family shares in his punishment by the loss of the economic help he brings to the family.



(2)  When a reversionistic or degenerate believer is punished by God, their suffering is shared to some extent by those who love them, but can do nothing to help them.



(3)  When God destroys a nation through the fifth cycle of discipline, believers who were positive to doctrine share in the loss of their nation, their freedom, and often their prosperity.


(4)  When God disciplines an individual believer, the effects of that discipline will have some impact on the lives of others.  For example, the discipline of David certainly had an impact on his sons and daughters with the rape of Tamar, the murder of Amnon by Absalom, and the revolt of Absalom against his father David.  There was also the impact on the life of Uriah the Hittite by David’s ‘love’ for Bathsheba.


g.  The Scriptural background for this command and principle is found in:



(1)  Num 16:26, “and he spoke to the congregation, saying, ‘Depart now from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their sin.’”


(2)  Isa 52:11, “Depart, depart, go out from there, touch nothing unclean; go out of the midst of her, purify yourselves, you who carry the vessels of the Lord.”


(3)  Jer 51:6, “Flee from the midst of Babylon, and each of you save his life!  Do not be destroyed in her punishment, for this is the Lord’s time of vengeance; He is going to render recompense to her.”


(4)  Jer 51:9, “We applied healing to Babylon, but she was not healed; forsake her and let us each go to his own country, for her judgment has reached to heaven and towers up to the very skies.”


(5)  Jer 51:45, “Come forth from her midst, My people, and each of you save yourselves from the fierce anger of the Lord.”


(6)  2 Cor 6:17a, “‘Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord.”

h.  Being connected with the sins of another means being disciplined by association with another.  For example, you are driving with three friends to a convenience store to get something to eat for a late night snack and the others proceed to hold up the place and are caught with you in the car by the police.  Are you going to be tried in court with them?  Yes.  Are you going to share in their discipline and punishment?  Yes.
4.  “and in order that you might not receive [punishment] from her plagues,”

a.  The angelic herald adds an additional purpose for God commanding believers to get out of the city of Rome.  God does not want these believers to receive punishment from the plagues that are going to be administered to her.


b.  These plagues are some of the plagues of the seventh bowl judgment, described in Rev 16, which include:



(1)  The pernicious and painful skin ulcers.



(2)  The seas turning to blood and the destruction of all sea life.



(3)  The fresh waters turning to blood with the privation of all plant and animal life.



(4)  The burning of man with fire from the radiation of the sun.



(5)  The darkening of the city to intensify the suffering.



(6)  The great earthquake that destroys the city completely, Rev 16:18-19.



(7)  The plague of hail.


c.  Again believers can and do receive punishment from God by their association with unbelievers.


d.  The city of Rome is the center of ecumenical religion, and that ecumenical religion is going to be judged and punished by God through the destruction of the city by an earthquake and the destruction of the city by fire.  There will be three judgments by God against the city and its ecumenical religion: judgment by pain, by death, and finesse judgment.


(1)  Judgment by pain is described in Rev 16:2, “And then the first [angel] departed and poured out his bowl on the earth, and it produced a pernicious and painful ulcer [skin cancer] on the men who have the mark of the beast and who worship his image;” and Rev 16:10, “And then the fifth [angel] poured out his bowl upon the throne of the beast; and so his kingdom became darkened; and they kept biting their tongues because of the pain.”


(2)  Judgment by death occurs in the great earthquake and the plague of hail.



(3)  The finesse judgment is the destruction of the city by its own ruler, the Antichrist, Rev 17:16, “Furthermore the tens horns which you saw and the beast, these will hate [detest, have little regard for] the prostitute.  Moreover they will cause her to be ruined [laid waste and depopulated] and naked.  In fact they will devour her flesh [the religious converts] and consume her [the city of Rome] with fire.”
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