Rev 17:9



 is the adverb of place HWDE, usually meaning “here” but is used here as “a reference to a present event, object, or circumstance, meaning: in this case, at this point, on this occasion, under these circumstances as in 1 Cor 4:2.   There is a similar statement in Rev 13:18, which says literally there is wisdom here, which is an idiom, meaning: this calls for discernment.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOUS, meaning “the mind or the thinking.”  This is followed by the appositional or explanatory nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: having.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which has” and referring to the nominative masculine singular noun NOUS.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, or an aoristic present for a present state or condition without reference to its progress, or a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the mind of the believer produces the action of having something.


The participle can be either substantivized by the article, making it function like an adjective modifying the noun NOUS, in which case the literal meaning is “This calls for the having wisdom mind.”  Or the participle can be circumstantial, emphasizing its verbal aspects, meaning “This calls for the mind which has wisdom.”  The meaning is the same in either case, but the latter is closer to the English mind in thought and speaking.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom.”
“This calls for the mind which has wisdom.”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and cardinal adjective HEPTA plus the noun KEPHALĒ, meaning “the seven heads.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural cardinal adjective HEPTA with the noun OROS, meaning “seven mountains;” a relatively high elevation of land that projects higher than a BOUNOS (‘a minor elevation, hill’).”
   This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what exists at that moment in the vision.


The active voice indicates that the seven heads produce the action of being seven mountains.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have adverb of place HOPOU, which means “where” (BDAG, p. 717).  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, meaning “the woman.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the present action of sitting.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the woman producing the action of sitting.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the third person neuter plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “on them.”  The neuter plural of AUTOS refers back to the neuter plural of the noun OROS, “mountains” rather than the feminine plural “heads.”  The woman is not sitting on the heads=the kings, but on the mountains=the kingdoms.  Literally this says, “where the woman sits on them,” which is translated into better English as: “on which the woman sits.”
“The seven heads are the seven mountains on which the woman sits.”
 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Also, In addition, or Furthermore.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun BASILEUS and the cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning “seven kings,” who represent seven dominate empires in history that had a satanic ecumenical religion.  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”
“Furthermore, they are seven kings;”
Rev 17:9 corrected translation
“This calls for the mind which has wisdom.  The seven heads are the seven mountains on which the woman sits.  Furthermore, they are seven kings;”
Explanation:
1.  “This calls for the mind which has wisdom.”

a.  This statement is similar to the statement in Rev 13:18, which says literally “there is wisdom here,” which is an idiom, meaning: “this calls for discernment.”

b.  What the angel is explaining calls for a believer with doctrine in their frame of reference, memory center, and circulating in their stream of conscious thought.

c.  John, as a mature believer, must recall what he has learned from the Old Testament, especially the book of Daniel, from the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, and from the previous visions mentioned in Revelation.


d.  In other words, John (or any believer for that matter) must be able to think for this explanation to make sense.


e.  The application of the word of God is wisdom.  Therefore, this is a call to apply doctrine John has already learned to what he is about to hear.

2.  “The seven heads are the seven mountains [world empires] on which the woman [ecumenical religion] sits [dominates].”

a.  We were first introduced to the seven heads in Rev 12:3, “And then another sign was seen in heaven.  And behold [there was] a great red serpent, having seven heads and ten horns.  Furthermore, on his head [there were] seven crowns.”


(1)  The Great Red Serpent is Satan (as Rev 12:4 explains ‘his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven’ = the fallen angels).



(2)  Satan’s kingdom on earth has seven heads and ten horns.



(3)  The seven heads are seven kingdoms on the earth throughout the Age of Israel.



(4)  The ten horns are the ten nation confederation of Satan’s kingdom that compose the Revived Roman Empire.


b.  We saw the seven heads before in Rev 13:1-3, “And then I saw a beast ascending from the sea, having ten horns and seven heads; that is, on his head [were] ten crowns, and over his heads [were] blasphemous names.  Furthermore, the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and its feet [were] like [the feet] of a bear, and its mouth [was] like the mouth of a lion.  And the serpent [Satan] gave to him his power and his throne and great authority.  And then [I saw] one of his heads as if it had been wounded resulting in death.  However, its fatal wound was healed.  And the entire world was amazed [and followed] after the beast.”


(1)  The beast out of the sea is the Antichrist, the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation.



(2)  The sea is the sea of nations of the earth during the Tribulation.



(3)  The ten horns are the ten nation confederation of Satan’s kingdom that compose the Revived Roman Empire.  Each horn has a ruler, who has a crown.  Thus the ten horns on his head were ten crowns.



(4)  The seven heads are the seven historical empires of the world after the universal flood that Satan uses to control the world.



(5)  The Revived Roman Empire of the beast-dictator/Antichrist will have all the characteristics of the previous world empires—the leopard [the Greek empire], the bear [the Persian Empire], and the lion [the Chaldean Empire].


c.  “The seven mountains of 17:9 refer either to Rome or to world empires.”
  Commentators are divided between the seven mountains/hills referring to the city of Rome, because it was built on seven hills (however, so is Jerusalem) and to seven world empires.  The latter makes more sense in the overall context and in relation to the similar passage in Dan 7.



(1)  “Mountains symbolize kingdoms in the OT and Jewish writings.  For example:




(a)  Isa 2:2, “Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of the house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it.”



(b)  In Jer 51:25 the Lord in His threat against the throne and power of Babylon said, “I am against you, O destroying mountain.”


(2)  Also the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ is compared to “a stone, which became a great mountain,” Dan 2:35.



(3)  David uses the phrase “my mountain” in referring to his kingdom in Ps 30:7.  

d.  The explanation of this passage is greatly aided by Dan 7:15-27, “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind kept alarming me.  [Notice the similarity to Rev 17:6b, “Indeed, when I saw her, I was greatly shocked.”]  I approached one of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact meaning of all this.  So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things: [Notice the similarity to the angel of Rev 17:7 having to interpret the vision for John.]  ‘These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth.  [The four kings are four kingdoms that will exist from the time of Daniel: Persian, Greece, Roman, and the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation.  The phrase “will arise from the earth” excludes the Egyptian and Assyrian empires which pre-existed Daniel and the Babylonian empire that was currently in power, holding Daniel in exile.]  But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.’  Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet, and the meaning of the ten horns [the ten kings/nations] that were on its head [that ruled the Empire] and the other horn which came up, and before which three of them fell [the military defeat of thee of the nations/kings to the beast-dictator/Antichrist, who takes control of the ten nation confederation and turns it into the Revived Roman Empire], namely, that horn [the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire/the Antichrist] which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in appearance than its associates.  I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints and overpowering them until the Ancient of Days [Jesus Christ] came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.  Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.  [The fourth kingdom is the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation.]  As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom [the Revived Roman Empire established by the one king who defeats three other kings] ten kings [nations with rulers] will arise; and another will arise after them [the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire/the Antichrist], and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.  He will speak out against the Most High [note Rev 13:5a, “In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him”] and wear down the saints of the Highest One [note Rev 13:7, “Furthermore, it was given to him to make war against the saints and to overcome them.”], and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. [note Rev 13:5b, “and authority to be active for forty-two months was given to him.”]  But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.  Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.”

e.  The woman still represents ecumenical religion throughout the history of the world since the universal flood.  This one-world, satanic, ecumenical religion has existed in every world empire on earth since the flood.


f.  The position of sitting on something is a position of dominance.  Satan has been able to control vast earthly empires through the dominance of his demonic ecumenical religion.  “She rides upon the seven empires, but is not one of them.  She influences them, not by governing, but by imposing her false religious standards upon them.”


g.  The worship of satanic cults has survived every political empire on earth and moved from one to the next down through history.

3.  “Furthermore, they are seven kings [empires];”

a.  The angel adds an additional point of explanation.  The seven heads represent seven mountains, which represent seven kings or kingdoms of the earth.  “That kings who represent kingdoms are thought of is apparent from Dan 7:17 (“the great beasts are four kings”) and Dan 7:23 (“the fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom”).”


b.  The seven kings and/or empires that Satan has controlled since the universal flood are:  Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, Greek, Roman, and the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation.  These will be explained in the next verse.  Each of these empires has dominated the unbelievers of the world through satanic ecumenical demon idolatry.  Satan’s idolatress cults have been critically important in the religious culture of each of these empires.
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