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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the seventh angel who had the seventh bowl produced the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective HEPTA with the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, meaning “from the seven angels” or “of the seven angels.”  This is followed by the appositional (explanatory) genitive masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “of those who have” or simply “who have.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now taking place.


The active voice indicates that one of the seven angels produced the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and cardinal adjective HEPTA with the feminine plural noun PHIALĒ, meaning “the seven bowls.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: spoke.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the seventh angel who had the seventh bowl produced the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with me.”  This is followed by the nominative of explanation or appositional nominative from the masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now taking place.


The active voice indicates that the seventh angel produced the action of saying something.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And then one of the seven angels, who have the seven bowls, came and spoke with me saying,”
 is the adverb of place DEURO, which “functions as an interjection, meaning: over here, (come) here, come!  It is used with the imperative mood following it in the main verb. come! follow me Mt 19:21; Mk 10:21; Lk 18:22; or followed by the first person aorist hortatory subjunctive mood in Acts 7:34; and the future indicative mood in Rev 17:1; 21:9.”
  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb DEIKNUMI, which means “to exhibit something that can be apprehended by one or more of the senses: point out, show, make known something or someone to someone: kingdoms Jn 2:18; 20:20; 10:32; Rev 1:1; 4:1; 17:1; 21:9f; 22:1, 6, 8.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the seventh angel will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun KRIMA, which means “the judgment.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PORNĒ with the genitive feminine singular article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “of the great prostitute, whore (one engaged in sexual relations for hire) Lk 15:30; 1 Cor 6:15; of Rahab Heb 11:31; Jam 2:25; 1 Cor 6:16; used figuratively of a political entity hostile to God, as the designation of a government that is hostile to God and God’s people Rev 17:1, 15-16; 19:2.”
  Then we have the appositional (explanatory) genitive feminine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATHĒMAI, which means literally “to sit: who sits,” but is used figuratively meaning “to be a resident in a place, stay, be, live, reside, settle as in Lk 21:35; Rev 14:6 (cf. Jer 32:29); 17:1, 9.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” or simply “who.”

The present tense is a descriptive/durative present for an action that began in the past and continues throughout human history.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning; the great prostitute producing the action or sitting, living, residing.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural noun HUDWR and the adjective POLUS, meaning “on many waters.”
“‘Come here, I will make known to you the judgment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters,”
Rev 17:1 corrected translation
“And then one of the seven angels, who have the seven bowls, came and spoke with me saying, ‘Come here, I will make known to you the judgment of the great prostitute [Rome], who sits on many waters [the people of the world],”
Explanation:
1.  Introduction.

Rev 17:1–19:10 and 21:9–22:9 are a pair of angelic revelations with a very similar beginning and concluding structure:

	Rev 17:1–19:10
	Rev 21:9–22:9

	17:1 Then came one of the seven angels with the seven bowls
	21:9 Then came one of the seven angels with the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues

	and he spoke with me saying, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great Whore….”
	And he spoke to me saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb….”

	17:3 He then transported me to the desert in prophetic ecstasy
	21:10 He then transported me in prophetic ecstasy to a great and high mountain.

	Then I saw …
	Then he showed me …

	[Vision reports 17:3b–19:9]
	[Vision reports 21:10b–22:5]

	19:9b Then he said to me, “These are the true words of God …”
	22:6 Then he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true …”

	19:10 Then I fell before his feet to worship him
	22:8b And when I heard and saw this I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

	But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who maintain the witness to Jesus.
	But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets and with those who keep the commands of this book.

	Worship God!”
	Worship God.”


2.  “And then one of the seven angels, who have the seven bowls, came and spoke with me saying,”

a.  The next thing that happens is that one of the seven angels with the bowl judgments from God against the unbelievers of the world comes to John and explains something to him.

b.  This angel is obviously coming to John by the direction of the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  The Lord and the Spirit recognize that John does not understand everything that he sees in these visions, and therefore, a teaching angel is provided to help clear things up.


d.  This angel is going to teach and explain various parts of the vision John has seen, so that the future events of the Tribulation will make sense to him.

3.  “‘Come here, I will make known to you the judgment of the great prostitute [Rome], who sits on many waters [the people of the world],”

a.  The angel who came to John now tells John to come with him.  The angel coming to John is a picture of divine grace.  John going with the angel is a picture of the obedience of man to the will of God.


b.  The angel’s purpose is to make known to John God’s judgment on Satan’s kingdom, which includes the judgment on the city of Rome, which was split into three parts, Rev 16:19, “And then the great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  That is, Babylon the Great was remembered before God for the purpose of giving her the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”

c.  Who or what is the great prostitute?


(1)  The International Bible Encyclopedia says it is the city of Rome.  “The scarlet woman of Rev 17, enthroned upon the seven-headed beast and bearing the name of mystery, ‘Babylon the great’, is the city of Rome, maintained by the Roman empire.”
  This is confirmed by the statement in Rev 17:18, “Furthermore, the woman which you saw is the great city [Rome] which has a kingdom [rules] over the kings of the earth.”  This is also confirmed by the statement in Rev 14:8, “And then another angel, a second one, followed and kept saying, ‘Fallen, Fallen, Babylon the Great, who has caused all nations to drink from the wine of the wrath of her immorality,’” which associates the city of Babylon=Rome with sexual immorality=prostitution.


(2)  Rev 17:3 says that the woman and the beast are not the same thing, “Then he [the angel] brought me in the Spirit to a desolate place and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast.”


(3)  The scarlet beast is explained in Rev 17:8-10 to be the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation.  Therefore, the scarlet woman is not the Revived Roman Empire.  “The beast that you saw was [A.D.96] and is not [476 A.D.] and is about to come up from the abyss [revived Roman Empire empowered by Satan] and will go to destruction [Second Advent].  …The seven heads are the seven mountains on which the woman sits.  Furthermore, they are seven kings [empires], five have fallen, [Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Persia, Greece], one is [Rome], the other [Revived Roman Empire] has not yet come; nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time [the Tribulation].”


(4)  However, the great prostitute is the capital of the Revived Roman Empire—the city of Rome.  “Symbolizing Babylon as a ‘whore’ connotes her alluring and seductive nature in attempting to draw people away from Christ.”



(5)  The city of Rome also represents the ecumenical religion of Satan during the Tribulation.




(a)  Note Rev 17:16, where the Antichrist and his ten proconsuls (national rulers of the ten nation confederation) turn against the city of Rome and its ecumenical religion: “Both the beast [the Antichrist dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] and the ten horns [the ten nation confederation making up the Revived Roman Empire], these will hate the prostitute;” Rev17:12, “And the ten horns which you saw are proconsuls [kings], who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings [proconsuls] for one hour [last half of Tribulation] with the beast dictator [ruler of Revived Roman Empire.] which you saw [these] will despise the prostitute; they will ruin her and cause her to be naked; they will both devour her flesh [= her converts] and consume her with fire.”



(b)  “In prophetic language, prostitution, fornication, or adultery is equivalent to idolatry or religious apostasy (Isa 23:15-17; Jer 2:20-31; 13:27; Ezek 16:17-19; Hos 2:5; Nah 3:4).  The OT prophets charged Nineveh (Nah 3:1, 4), Tyre (Isa 23:15-17), and Babylon (Jer 23:17) with harlotry.  Even Jeru​salem acted the part of a harlot through her spiritual whoredom and religious apostasy (Isa 1:21; Jer 3:8-9).  With this background, it is beyond dispute that this woman of Rev 17:1 is the epitome of spiritual fornication or idolatry.  She leads the world in the pursuit of false religion whether it be paganism or perverted revealed religion.  …So this woman represents all false religion of all time [for example, Islam], including those who apostatize from the revealed religion of Christianity [for example, Mormonism].”


d.  The many waters are defined by the angel in Rev 17:15, “Then He said to me, ‘The waters which you saw on which the prostitute sits, are peoples [culture], and multitudes [races], both nations [political entities] and languages [linguistic classifications].”

e.  The act of sitting on these many peoples and nations is the act of dominance and control over someone, which Rome, both religious and political, had and will have.


f.  Therefore, the angel will explain God’s judgment against the kingdom of the Antichrist and his capital city Rome, and the ecumenical religion associated with that city and the beast-dictator.

g.  God’s judgment is against:



(1)  The Antichrist,



(2)  his ten nation confederation,



(3)  his capital city, Rome



(4)  and his ecumenical religion of idolatry that goes out to all the people of the world from the capital of his empire.


h.  The people of the world (the many waters) have had intimate relations with the great prostitute through participation in her idolatrous ecumenical religion.  It is no wonder that the Protestant leaders of the Reformation viewed this passage as referring to the Roman Catholic Church with its idolatrous worship of Mary and the ‘Saints’.  This is especially true of the description given in Rev 17:4, “Now the woman was clothed with purple and scarlet [the joining of the power of church and state], and was glittering with gold and precious stones and pearls [it had enormous wealth], having a golden cup in her hand filled with the abominations and impurities of her fornication [willingness to do anything for wealth].”

i.  Satan’s ecumenical religion of the Tribulation will not be the Catholic Church, but it will have the same values as the Catholic Church prior to the Reformation.  It will seek and obtain the wealth of the world.  It will reach into every country on earth.  It will do anything for money.  It will seek lands, power, wealth, and influence by whatever means necessary to obtain these things.  It will be corrupt and the total amalgamation of church and state.  It will rule through false doctrine, idolatry, and superstition.  It will have no redeeming qualities.


j.  Satan’s kingdom and Satan’s religion are one in the same.  It will receive the judgment of God—“the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”
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