Rev 16:15



 is the first person singular aorist middle imperative of the verb EIDON (to see, perceive, look at), used as a demonstrative particle to prompt attention.  It means: Behold! look; listen; indeed, remember, or consider.  Modern English comparable translations would be: Be alert or Pay attention.  This is followed by the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: I am coming”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which emphasizes the immediacy and certainty of the action and is translated like a future tense.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as or like.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun KLEPTĒS, meaning “a thief.”
“(Behold, I am coming like a thief.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MAKARIOS, used as a substantive, meaning “favored, blessed, fortunate, happy, or privileged.  It is used in various sentence combinations, in which the copula [EIMI] belonging with MAKARIOS is often omitted: as a predicate with a participle Mt 5:3ff; 24:46; Lk 1:45; Jn 20:29; Rom 14:22; Rev 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14.”
  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular subject from the articular present active participle of the verb GREGOREW, which means “to be in constant readiness; be on the alert Mt 24:42; 25:13; 26:41; Mk 13:35, 37; 14:38; Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 16:13; 1 Thes 5:6; 1 Pet 5:8; Rev 3:2f; 16:15; be wide awake Col 4:2.”


The article is use as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”

The present tense is a customary/durative present for an action that is expected to continue throughout one’s spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that the positive believer produces the action.


The participle is a circumstantial participle.
Then we have the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb TEREW, which means “to guard.”

The previous article governs this participle as well (a clear case of the Granville-Sharp rule)
, so that the two participles connected by KAI with a single article governing both indicates that the two actions are two parts of the same thing or two sides of the same coin.  Being alert and guarding are two parts of the same function of positive volition in the execution of the spiritual life.


The present tense is a customary/durative present for an action that is expected to continue throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the positive believer produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun HIMATION with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his clothing.”  The metaphor here is a military metaphor referring to a soldier not being burned alive by the sergeant of the guard, if found asleep on guard duty.  Therefore, the clothing here is the soldier’s uniform.


There is no main verb in this statement.  We have the nominative subject and predicate nominative, which indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“Happy [is] the one who stays alert and guards his clothing,”
 is the conjunction HINA, used here to introduce a result clause, and translated “so that” or “with the result that.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective GUMNOS, which means “naked” (BDAG, p. 208).  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk,” but in the context of this military metaphor it means “to march: he may not march.”

The present tense is a pictorial present, which presents to the mind’s eye a picture of events in the process of occurring.  This is also a tendential present for an action that is purposed (to not take place), but not yet occurring.


The active voice indicates that the negative believer produces the action of returning with Christ and marching in ranks in a state of nakedness; that is, without any uniform of glory and escrow blessings for time and eternity.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and goes with HINA to indicate the result of staying alert and guarding one’s spiritual life.
“so that he may not march naked,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see: they see.”

The present tense is a descriptive/tendential present, which describes a potential action as though it were actually occurring.


The active voice indicates that other believers would produce the action of seeing something.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjective and goes with HINA to indicate the result of the action of the main verb.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ASCHEMOSUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his state of disgrace, disgracefulness,  something considered too private for public exposure, nakedness, used as a euphemism for   genitals Rev 16:15.”

“and they see his disgracefulness.)”
Rev 16:15 corrected translation
“(Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Happy [is] the one who stays alert and guards his clothing, so that he may not march naked, and they see his disgracefulness.)”
Explanation:
1.  “(Behold, I am coming like a thief.”

a.  This verse introduces a parenthetical statement from the Lord Jesus Christ, stating the nature of His second advent and making a promise to the believer who retains his positive volition and executes the spiritual life.  “This is a case of simultaneum (Latin) or insertion: a parenthetic insertion between the record of two simultaneous events.  This figure of speech is used when, in a description of events, properly belonging to the same time, one is changed and put out of its historical place, and put in between two others, which is thus divided so as to take us by surprise.  It is, therefore, a kind of historical parenthesis.  Here the description (verses 14, 16) of the work of the three unclean spirits in gathering together the kings of the earth to Armageddon is interrupted by verse 15; which is an injunction specially referring to that same time, and is therefore introduced there, by insertion, for the sake of emphasis.”



(1)  There are two sentences here.  The first sentence deals with the nature of our Lord’s second advent—it is sudden and without warning—like a thief.


(2)  The second sentence deals with our Lord’s promise to the positive believer of blessings for time (the millennial reign of Christ) and eternity.



(3)  The use of the thief is appropriate here, because our Lord will come suddenly out of supernatural darkness upon Satan’s house (Satan’s kingdom) and plunder it of all its valuable possessions—those who have believed in Christ.

b.   We had a similar statement in Rev 3:3 regarding the coming of the Lord for the Church, “Therefore, remember what you have received and heard and pay attention to [it] and change your mind.  If, therefore, you are not alert, I will come like a thief.  In fact, you will definitely not know what time I will come upon you.”

c.  The statement here refers to the coming of the Lord at His second advent, as it does in 1 Thes 5:2, “For you yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord as a thief in the night in this manner it is coming.”

d.  A thief comes swiftly and suddenly without warning.  This is the Lord’s warning here.  He will come so suddenly upon the unbeliever at the Second Advent the unbeliever will have no time to change his mind and believe in Christ.


(1)  Mt 24:43 = Lk 12:39, “But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into.”


(2)  Mk 13:32-37, “But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come.  It is like a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert.  Therefore, be on the alert for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the morning in case he should come suddenly and find you asleep.  What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’”

e.  As a thief comes suddenly out of the dark, so our Lord will come suddenly out of the supernatural darkness that covers the land of Israel.  On the day of the Second Advent, there will be supernatural darkness for twenty-four hours over the entire Middle East.  No light will be able to penetrate this darkness.  This darkness will immobilize the invading armies of the Armageddon campaign and frustrate the satanic plan to destroy Israel.



(1)  Zech 14:6-7, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”  There is supernatural darkness during the day and the light of the Second Advent will occur in the evening.  Jewish believers will wait patiently, knowing that the Lord will return within a matter of hours and that they will not be overrun by the invading armies. 



(2)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it in that day like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress, even the light is darkened.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.  The fact that someone can look toward the land and see the darkness there, seems to indicate that the supernatural darkness will not cover the whole earth.  However, Isa 60:2 says “the darkness will cover the earth.”


(3)  Isa 13:9-10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of the heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be darkened when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.



(4)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, the darkness will cover the earth and the deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear.”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds and every eye shall see Him.”  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.



(5)  Joel 2:1, “Blow the trumpets in Zion and sound an alarm in My holy mountain; let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  cf. Joel 2:10-11.



(6)  Ezek 32:7-8, “‘And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and the moon will not give its light.  All the shining lights in the heavens I will darken over you and will set darkness on your land,’ declares the Lord God.”


(7)  Amos 5:18, “Alas, you who are longing for the day of the Lord, for what purpose will the day of the Lord be to you?  It will be darkness and not light; the day of the Lord is darkness.”


(8)  Joel 3:12-16, “Let the nations be aroused and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!  For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.  The sun and moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.  The Lord roars from Zion and utters His voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth tremble.  But the Lord is a refuge for His people and a stronghold to the sons of Israel.”

f.  The Lord coming like a thief is used in 2 Pet 3:10 with regard to the end of the world after the millennial reign of Christ, prior to the creation of the new heavens and new earth, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning, and the earth and the works in it [human good and evil] will be discovered.”

g.  The point here is that when God decides to take action, He takes action quickly and decisively and there is no way to stop Him from doing what He intends.  This is true of His blessing, His discipline, and His control of history.


h.  This is a parallel concept to Rev 3:11, “I come quickly; hold fast to what you have, so that no one takes away your reward” and Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
2.  “Happy [is] the one who stays alert and guards his clothing,”

a.  This statement is a promise to the positive believer of blessing in the millennial reign of Christ for continued positive volition.


(1)  It is one of the seven blessings in Revelation: 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14.


(2)  John uses the military situation of a soldier on guard duty.  The soldier is happy if he stays awake and alert at his guard post.  He is rewarded for a job well done by not losing his life.  If he falls asleep, then his clothing will be set on fire by the sergeant of the guard as he makes his rounds.  Soldiers often burned to death under these circumstances in the Roman army.  Being burned alive is analogous here to the sin unto death, not loss of eternal salvation.


(3)  The Mishnah reports that the captain of the temple would go around at night and, if he found temple police asleep at their posts, take their clothing and burn it, forcing them to leave the temple naked.



(4)  Staying alert and guarding one’s clothing is defined by Lk 11:28, “But He said, ‘On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.’”  Being alert and guarding is equal to hearing the word of God and observing it.

b.  Being alert and guarding are two parts of the same function of positive volition in the execution of the spiritual life.  God expects us to keep learning and applying doctrine until the day we die.

c.  The same kind of metaphor is used in 1 Pet 5:8, “Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.”

d.  The positive believer who remains alert throughout their spiritual life will be rewarded with a new uniform of glory, Rev 3:4-5, “But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.  Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments, and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”

e.  Perseverance in the execution of the spiritual life results in great reward at the evaluation throne of Christ.  Lack of perseverance in the execution of the spiritual life results in loss of reward at the evaluation throne of Christ.


f.  Our “clothing” is our escrow blessings for time and eternity.  They are already ours.  They belong to us and we own them.  However, they can be lost by our own negative volition, our own apathy, our own neglect of the word of God and the spiritual life.


g.  Jesus Christ personally guarantees that there will be great happiness for the positive believer who retains the blessings God has prepared for him in eternity past.



(1)  1 Cor 2:9, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”


(2)  2 Pet 1:2-11, “May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of God; that is, Jesus our Lord, because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.  Through which things [pertaining to the spiritual life] He has bestowed on us His precious and great promises, in order that through these things you may become partners of the divine nature, after you have escaped from the corruption in the world because of lust.  Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort, supply virtue with your confidence in doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge; and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life, and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly-love [supply] unconditional love.  For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For to the one who does not have these things, he is so near-sighted that he is blind, having forgotten the purification from his former sins.  Therefore, brethren, be even more eager to make your position and election a reality; for by doing these things you will absolutely never be ruined.  For in this manner [execution of verses 5-7], your entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ [ultimate sanctification] will be richly supplied to you.”


(3)  1 Pet 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you.”

h.  Paul issued a similar command, 1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert; be steadfast in doctrine; be courageous; become strong.”  Also 1 Thes 5:6, “Consequently therefore let us not sleep as the rest, but be alert and self-controlled.”

i.  Our Lord taught this same concept in Lk 21:34-36, “Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all those who dwell on the face of all the earth.  But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’”
3.  “so that he may not march naked,”

a.  Our Lord continues the military metaphor with the results of what happens to the soldier who falls asleep on guard duty, gets caught sleeping by the sergeant of the guard, is set on fire by the sergeant of the guard, but survives the fire while losing all his clothes.


(1)  The soldier is the believer.  The sergeant of the guard is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Being on guard duty is our life on earth now.  Falling asleep is apathy and negative volition to the will of God to execute the spiritual life.  Being caught asleep and set on fire is analogous to divine discipline.



(2)  The same principle is taught in relationship to the evaluation throne of Christ in 1 Cor 3:15, “If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”

b.  Our Christian soldier here has been caught asleep on guard duty and lost his clothes.  Therefore, he has to march naked in the ranks with the rest of his fellow soldiers.  Marching naked is being without escrow blessings for time or eternity as we come back with Christ at His second advent to rule with Him during His millennial reign.  All believers of human history will enter into the millennial reign of Christ.  They are all a part of the first resurrection.  The second resurrection is for unbelievers only.


c.  All believers will have a resurrection body, which covers the nakedness of their soul, 2 Cor 5:1-3, “For we know that if our earthly home, consisting of this tent, is demolished, we keep on having a building from God, an eternal, not made with human hands home in the heavens [a resurrection body].  For indeed we groan for this reason, desiring to put on our dwelling from heaven [the resurrection body].  Since we will indeed be clothed, we will not be found naked.”

d.  However, for the mature believer the resurrection body will be clothed with a uniform of honor and glory, Rev 3:17-18, “Because you say, ‘I am rich, and I have become wealthy, and I have need of nothing’, in reality you do not know that you are miserable and pitiful and poor and blind and naked.  I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, in order that you may become rich, and with reference to white clothing [uniform of honor] that you may clothe yourselves, and that the disgrace produced by your nakedness may not be revealed, and collyrium [eyesalve] to rub in your eyes, in order that you may keep on seeing.”
4.  “and they see his disgracefulness.)”

a.  In the metaphor the soldier’s disgracefulness is his nakedness or the exposure of his genitals in public; that is, his lack of a uniform to cover himself.  The others who would see are his fellow soldiers.

b.  This verse and Rev 3:18 both imply that believers in the millennial reign of Christ will be embarrassed and ashamed of their lack of rewards.  Rev 3:18, “and with reference to white clothing [uniform of honor] that you may clothe yourselves, and that the disgrace produced by your nakedness may not be revealed.”


(1)  Marching naked in a public procession is mentioned as a part of God the Father disgracing the fallen angels after our Lord’s victory on the Cross, Col 2:15, “Having disarmed the rulers [angelic general officers] and the authorities [angelic field grade officers], He [God the Father] disgraced them publicly, having forced them to march in a triumphal procession because of it [the Cross].”


(2)  1 Jn 2:28, “And now, dear children, keep residing in it [the spiritual life], in order that whenever He is revealed [Rapture], we might have confidence and might not be disgraced by Him at His coming.”
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