Rev 16:14
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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for,” which introduces a parenthetical statement
 that further explains what John means by the phrase “three impure-spirits like frogs.”  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the three impure-spirits produce the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirits” plus the genitive of identity or attributive genitive from the neuter plural noun DAIMONION, which means “demons” (BDAG, p. 210) and functions as an adjective, modifying the noun ‘spirits’.  Therefore, it should be translated “demon spirits.”  This is followed by the explanatory nominative neuter plural present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, produce, manufacture or perform.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that continues throughout their period of activity during the Tribulation.


The active voice indicates that all three produce the action of performing or producing miracles.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun SĒMEION, meaning “miracles.”
“(for they are demon spirits performing miracles),”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the demon spirits.  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EKPOREUOMAI, which means “to go, go out.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what will take place in the future, but in John’s vision it is happening right now.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the three demon-spirits producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of direction (see BDAG, p. 308, where it is translated “to”) from the masculine plural article and noun BASILEUS, which means “the kings.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun OIKOUMENĒ with the feminine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “of the whole inhabited earth” (BDAG, p. 699).
“which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth,”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to gather, bring or call together, or to assemble” (BDAG, p. 962).  Considering this is a war context, a military term such as “to mobilize” could also be used here.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the three demon-spirits produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the kings of the whole earth.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the masculine singular article and noun POLEMOS, which means “for the war.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA with the article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “of the great day” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Finally, we have the appositional or explanatory genitive from the masculine singular article and noun PANTOKRATWR, which means “all-powerful or the Almighty One.”
“to assemble them for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty One.”
Rev 16:14 corrected translation
“(for they are demon spirits performing miracles), which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth, to assemble them for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty One.”
Explanation:
1.  “(for they are demon spirits performing miracles),”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “And then I saw from the mouth of the serpent and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet three impure-spirits like frogs (for they are demon spirits performing miracles), which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth, to assemble them for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty One.”

b.  In this verse John explains that the three impure-spirits like frogs are actually demons.



(1)  The word DAIMONION, which means “demons,” is clearly defined by other NT passages such as 1 Tim 4:1, “the doctrine of demons” and Jam 2:19, “You believe ‘God is one’.  Are you doing what is right?  The demons also believe and shudder with fear.”


(2)  Clearly the serpent, the beast, and the false-prophet are demons and/or indwelt by a demon.  The serpent has previously been clearly identified as the chief of demons, Satan himself.  The beast and the false prophet are unbelievers, who are demon possessed.


c.  The main point being made here by John is that these three persons are instrumental in performing miracles.

d.  All three can and do perform miracles, signs, wonders, and miraculous events that are designed to deceive mankind into believing that they are the real ‘god’ of the universe.

e.  The description of the false prophet’s miracle working has already been given in Rev 13:11-15, “And then I saw another beast ascending from the land [Israel], and he had two horns like a lamb, but he kept speaking like the serpent.  In fact, he exercises all the authority of the first beast on his behalf.  Furthermore, he forces the land and those who live in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.  In addition, he performs great miracles, with the result that he may cause even fire from heaven to come down to the earth in the presence of the men.  Furthermore he deceives the residents on the earth because of the miracles which were given to him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling the residents on the earth to manufacture an idol for the beast, who had the stroke of the sword and has remained alive.  And then he was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, in order that the image of the beast might even speak and cause that as many as do not worship the image of the beast should be put to death.”

f.  The miraculous activity of the beast (the Antichrist) is described in 2 Thes 2:8-10, “and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the appearance of His coming, whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.”

g.  The deceptions of Satan have already been mentioned in Rev 12:9, “And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the Devil and Satan, the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.  He was thrown down to the earth.  In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”
2.  “which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth,”

a.  The unholy trinity is then instrumental in influencing the kings of the entire earth to assemble for war.

b.  Whether these three go personally to the various leaders of the nations of the earth or whether they send ambassadors makes no difference.  The point is that they are influential in accomplishing their desire to get the leaders of the world to respond to their request.

c.  Whether they use truth, facts, deception, lies, threats, or promises does not matter.  They will use whatever means are necessary to motivate the kings of the world to bring their troops together for battle.


d.  It does not matter how they go out (personally, by ambassador, or by message) or what they say to motivate the kings of the earth to do their bidding.  What is important here is that all the kings of the earth, for whatever reason, respond to their messages/requests/threats, etc. and mobilize their armies for war.

3.  “to assemble them for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty One.”

a.  John now states the final purpose of Satan and his two demon partners.  Satan wants to kill all the Jews in Israel and to fight against the forces of heaven.  However, this is also the Lord’s purpose: Zeph 3:8, “‘Therefore wait for Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘For the day when I rise up as a witness.  Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out on them My indignation, all My burning anger; for all the earth will be devoured by the fire of My zeal.”

b.  Satan has lost the spiritual battle and now he is about to lose the physical battle.

c.  The unbelievers of the world are Satan’s instruments of war, and every soldier in his army is about to die in one day, as mentioned in Rev 19:19, “And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.”

d.  The great day of God, the Almighty was mentioned previously by John in Rev 6:17, “because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’”  It is also mentioned in:



(1)  Acts 2:20, “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”


(2)  Zeph 1:14-2:2, “Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the Lord!  In it the warrior cries out bitterly.  A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the high corner towers.  I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the Lord; and their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung.  Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth [every unbeliever will die in battle or be judged and cast into hell—the baptism of fire.]  Gather yourselves together, yes, gather, O nation without shame [the revived Roman Empire] before the decree takes effect the day passes like the chaff, before the burning anger of the Lord comes upon you, before the day of the Lord’s anger comes upon you.”


(3)  Zech 14:1-5, “Behold, a day is coming for the Lord when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.  You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!”


(4)  Joel 2:11; 3:2, “The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”  …“I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat.  Then I will enter into judgment with them there on behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; and they have divided up My land.”


(5)  Ps 2:1-3, “Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing?  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, ‘Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!’”

e.  The great day of God is the day of the second advent of Christ.

f.  “God, the Almighty One” is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ as stated in Rev 1:8, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘The One Who Is and The One Who Kept on Being and The One Who Is Coming, The Almighty’.”

g.  The great day of God, the Almighty is mentioned in:



(1)  Mal 4:5, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.”  This tells us that Elijah is definitely one of the two witnesses of Rev 11:3, “Furthermore, I will give [power] to My two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one thousand two-hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.”


(2)  2 Thes 1:6-10, “since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power with flaming fire, inflicting punishment to those who do not know God; that is, to those who do not accept the gospel of our Lord Jesus, who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence, when He comes in that day to be honored with His saints and to be admired by all those who believed), because our witness to you was believed.”

h.  “The Almighty One” is one of the titles that introduced our Lord in Rev 1:8, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘The One Who Is and The One Who Kept on Being and The One Who Is Coming, The Almighty’.”
4.  Dr. Walvoord makes an interesting point here: “The major problem is how a war is possible when there is a world government under the control of Satan and the beast.  Some have inter​preted this as a gathering of forces in anticipation of the second coming of Christ.  More probably, it reflects a conflict among the nations them​selves in the latter portion of the great tribulation as the world empire so hastily put together begins to disintegrate.  The armies of the world contending for honors on the battlefield at the very time of the second coming of Christ do all turn, however, and combine their efforts against Christ and His army from heaven when the glory of the second coming appears in the heavens.  It will be the final challenge to divine sovereignty and power as the military might of the world of that day will be en​gaged in fighting on the very day that Christ returns.”
5.  Dr. Osborne points out: “The battle will be over in a millisecond when the sword comes out of the mouth of Christ (Rev 19:15a) and annihilates his enemies (Rev 19:15b, 21).”

6.  Dr. Beale points out: “The nations are deceived into thinking that they are gathering to exterminate the saints, but they are gathered together ultimately by God only in order to meet their own judgment at the hands of Jesus.”

� Mounce, p. 299; Thomas, Vol 2, p. 265.


� Osborne, p. 593.


� Beale, p. 835.
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