Rev 16:13
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the entire action of John seeing as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source/origin from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA, meaning “from the mouth.”  This phrase is repeated three times before three possessive genitives from the:

1.  The masculine singular article and noun DRAKWN, meaning “of the serpent.”
2.  The neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “of the beast.”
3.  The masculine singular article and noun PSEUDOPROPHĒTĒS, meaning “of the false-prophet” (BDAG, p. 1097).  The word is used in the following NT passages: Mt 7:15; 24:11, 24; Mk 13:22; Lk 6:26; Acts 13:6; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Jn 4:1; Rev 16:13; 19:20; 20:10.

Each of these prepositional phrases is connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
“And then I saw from the mouth of the serpent and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun PNEUMA and the neuter plural cardinal adjective TREIS plus the neuter plural adjective AKATHAROS, meaning “three unclean or impure spirits.”  Then we have the relative adverb HWS, used as a comparative particle, meaning “as or like” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun BATRACHOS, which means “frogs.”
“three impure-spirits like frogs,”
Rev 16:13 corrected translation
“And then I saw from the mouth of the dragon and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet three impure-spirits like frogs,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw from the mouth of the serpent and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet”

a.  The next thing John sees is the unholy Trinity, made up of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet.


(1)  The serpent is a reference to Satan as we saw in:




(a)  Rev 12:3, “And then another sign was seen in heaven.  And behold [there was] a great red serpent, having seven heads and ten horns.  Furthermore, on his head [there were] seven crowns.”



(b)  Rev 12:7-9, “Now there was a battle in heaven.  Michael and his angels fighting [had to fight] against the serpent.  And the serpent and his angels fought back.  However, he did not win; in fact a place was no longer found for them in heaven.  And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the Devil and Satan, the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.  He was thrown down to the earth.  In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”


(2)  The beast is a reference to the beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire, mentioned in Rev 13:1-8.



(3)  The false-prophet is a reference to the second beast of Rev 13:11-17.  He is also mentioned in:




(a)  Rev 19:20, “Then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed miracles in his presence, by which [miracles] he had deceived those who worshipped his idol; though still alive these two were thrown into the lake of fire burning with sulfur.”



(b)  Rev 20:10, “Then the devil who had deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and burning sulfur, where both the beast [revived Roman Emperor] and the false prophet are located; and they shall be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

b.  John sees three impure spirits that look like frogs coming from the mouths of each of these creatures.

c.  The importance of something coming from the mouth of each of these three is described:



(1)  With regard to the beast-dictator in Rev 13:5-6, “In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him, and authority to be active for forty-two months was given to him.  And he opened his mouth for the purpose of blasphemies against God, to slander His person and His tabernacle, those who dwell in heaven.”


(2)  With regard to the false-prophet in Rev 13:11, “And then I saw another beast ascending from the land [Israel], and he had two horns like a lamb, but he kept speaking like the serpent.”
2.  “three impure-spirits like frogs,”

a.  The frog was considered an unclean animal by the Mosaic Law, Lev 11:10-11.


b.  An unclean or impure spirit is the description of demons in many passages of Scripture.


(1)  Mt 10:1 and Mk 6:7, “Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.”


(2)  Mt 12:43 and Lk 11:24, “Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find it.”


(3)  Mk 1:23 and Lk 4:35, “Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,”


(4)  Mk 3:11 and Lk 8:29, “Whenever the unclean spirits saw Him, they would fall down before Him and shout, ‘You are the Son of God!’”


(5)  Acts 5:16, “Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.”


(6)  Acts 8:7, “For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed.”

 c.  This certainly refers to the beast and the false-prophet being demon possessed (as is explained in the next verse (“for they are spirits of demons”).  But this presents a problem with the concept of the serpent being demon possessed, since the serpent is Satan, who is himself a demon and not possessed by another demon.  The image is not so much that each of the three are demon possessed, but that each of the three send forth demonic messengers to the leaders of the world to gather together their armies for battle.

d.  The best explanation to account for all three comes from 1 Tim 4:1, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons.”  All three members of the unholy trinity will send forth demonic messengers to gather the unbelievers of the world for the final battle of human history.

e.  Satan is a deceitful spirit in and of himself.  The other two members of the unholy trinity are demon possessed.  All three are thus deceitful spirits, and the frogs represent the concept of demon possession for the purpose of opening their big mouths to deceive others, 2 Cor 4:3-4, “And even if our gospel is veiled [and it is], it is hidden from those who are being destroyed, in whom, the god of this age has blinded their unbelieving minds, that they might not see distinctly and discern the truth (illumination) of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

f.  John teaches the same concept that evil spirits proclaim false doctrine in 1 Jn 4:1-3, “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.  By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist, about whom you have heard that he is coming, and in fact now he is already in the world.”

f.  Our Lord predicted their activities in Mt 24:11, 24, “Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many,…”  “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”

g.  The allusion to frogs refers back to the rapid spread of evil from the plague of frogs in Ex 8:1-7.

h.  Mounce has this to say about them, “The evil spirits come out of the mouths of the unholy triumvirate, suggesting the persuasive and deceptive propaganda that in the last days will lead people to an unconditional commitment to the cause of evil.  That the three spirits looked like frogs emphasizes their uncleanness and perhaps their endless croaking.”
  To the ears of believers with a full-knowledge of the word of God, the constant message of evil is certainly irritating and unrelenting.  Beale concurs, “Frogs are chosen to represent deceptive spirits partly because of their characteristic croaking, which is loud but meaningless.”

� Mounce, p. 299.


� Beale, p. 832.
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