Rev 13:4



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, which furthers the narrative and can be translated “Furthermore.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship: they worshipped” (BDAG, p. 883).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the past action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates the unbelievers of the world and reversionistic believers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun DRAKWN, meaning “the serpent,” referring to Satan.

“Furthermore, they worshipped the serpent,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, meaning “he gave.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the serpent produced the action of giving something to someone.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA, meaning “the right to control or command, authority, absolute power, warrant.”
  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “to the beast.”
“because he gave absolute power to the beast.”
 is the additive or adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In addition, Moreover, or Also.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship: they worshipped.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the past action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the unbelievers of the world and reversionistic believers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
This is followed by the dative of direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what will happen at that moment in the future.


The active voice indicates that the followers of the beast-dictator will produce the action of saying to themselves and to each other.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an additional thought to the action of the main verb ‘to worship’.
“In addition they worshipped the beast, saying,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who?”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular comparative adjective HOMOIOS, meaning “like; similar to.”  There is no verb suggesting the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI = “[is].”  Then we have the dative of comparison from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast.”  The dative case always follows the adjective HOMOIOS.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who?”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.  The direct statement answer to this rhetorical question is “no one is able,” which is a state or condition that perpetually exists in the distorted minds of the beast’s followers.

The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—no one producing the action of being able to fight against him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact as far as the followers of the beast are concerned.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POLEMEW, which means “to fight” in the sense of going to war with or against someone.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the implied ‘no one’ (=who) produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used after the verb DUNAMAI to complete its meaning.

Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of hostile association from the third person neuter singular personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “against him” and referring to the beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire, the king of the west, the Antichrist, the man of lawlessness.
“‘Who [is] like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’”
Rev 13:4 corrected translation
“Furthermore, they worshipped the serpent, because he gave absolute power to the beast.  In addition they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who [is] like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, they worshipped the serpent,”

a.  In return for giving the beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire power, a throne, and great authority, he and all those who follow his leadership worship Satan through idolatry.

b.  This political dictator is also the actual head of a world-wide ecumenical religion that is a false front for the worship of Satan.

c.  The beast-dictator will demand that he be worshipped, since he is the incarnation of Satan on earth.


d.  Satan will indwell this beast-dictator as the Antichrist, which is a parody or take-off on the incarnation of Christ.  As a parody of the incarnation, Satan will demand to be worshipped as god.  Therefore, the worship of this beast-dictator is tantamount to the worship of Satan.

e.  The beast-dictator will worship Satan and through the agency of the beast-dictator his followers will worship Satan.  This is the counterfeit of the worship of God the Father through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “because he gave absolute power to the beast.”

a.  The reason is now given why the beast out of the sea (that is: the man of lawlessness, the antichrist, the little horn of Daniel 7, and/or the king of the west) and his followers worshipped Satan.  They worshipped Satan because Satan gave absolute power and authority to this beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire.

b.  The word EXOUSIA means that this man had the absolute power to do whatever he wanted without concern for what anyone else thought, said, or did.  He could not be controlled by a Senate, a Legislature, a Supreme Court, or any other legal body.  He had absolute and total power to dictate what he wanted done.

c.  Satan did not do this because he is a nice guy.  Satan gave this absolute power to the man of lawlessness because Satan will rule through him just as God the Father will rule through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  This phrase also explains this man’s title as “the man of lawlessness.”  There is no legal or legislative body that has control over this man.  He is totally above the law.  There is no law on earth to which he must answer.  He has the authority to kill, steal, or anything else he desires at will.


e.  And in the case of this man his absolute power will corrupt him absolutely.

3.  “In addition they worshipped the beast, saying,”

a.  Not only do the unbelievers of the world worship Satan, but they also worship the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist as the embodiment of Satan.  Worship of the beast and/or his image is also mentioned in Rev 13:8, 12, 15; 14:9, 11; 16:2; 19:20; and 20:4.

b.  This worship of the beast-dictator—the king of the west—is highlighted by the establishment of his statue in the holy of holies in the temple in Jerusalem midway through the Tribulation, which is called the abomination of desolation. 


(1)  Mt 24:15, “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), flee to the mountains…”


(2)  Dan 9:24-27, “Seventy weeks [490 years] have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.  So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem [given in 445 B.C. in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, mentioned in Neh 2:1ff.] until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks [69 weeks x 7 days = 483 years; 483 years x 360 day Jewish years = 173,880 days divided by 365 lunar days = 31 A.D.]; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.  Then after the sixty-two weeks [note the 62 weeks comes after the previous 7 weeks] the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing [the death, burial and resurrection of Christ], and the people [unbelievers] of the prince who is to come [the beast-dictator] will destroy the city and the sanctuary.  And its end will come with a flood [rapid military conquest]; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.  And he will make a firm covenant with the many [Israel] for one week [seven years], but in the middle of the week [half way through the Tribulation] he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”


(3)  Dan 11:31, “Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice [in the temple in Jerusalem]. And they will set up the abomination of desolation [the statue of the beast-dictator, the king of the west].”


(4)  Dan 11:36-38, “Then the king [of the west] will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished [the end of the tribulation], for that which is decreed will be done.  He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for any other god; for he will magnify himself above them all.  But instead he will honor a god of fortresses [Satan], a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with gold, silver, costly stones and treasures.”

c.  Compare 2 Thes 2:3-4, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed, the enemy and self-exalted one over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”
4.  “‘Who [is] like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’”

a.  John now tells us what the followers of the beast-dictator were saying to themselves and to each other.


b.  This empire/man was like nothing or no one else who had ever existed one earth as far as these unbelievers were concerned.  They discount the existence of Christ, so He is not even in their thinking.

c.  Remember that the beast represents both the revived Roman Empire and the man of lawlessness or the Antichrist.  They are one in the same in this vision of John.


d.  Apparently, the wound to the head resulting in death, which is a picture of the fall of Rome in 476 A.D. has as its counterpart a fatal wound to the head of this dictator of the revived Roman Empire.  His wound is then miraculously “healed” by Satan, which results in the exclamation by his followers that no one is like him, since he is indestructible.


e.  It is as if this man were assassinated by a bullet to the head, pronounced dead, and then came back to life.  The entire world sees this miraculous healing, and is amazed, and follows after the beast, and worships him, thinking that no one is able to fight against him.

f.  Since he cannot be killed, he must be god, and therefore, deserves the worship of god on earth.  This is clearly a parody and counterfeit of the death and resurrection of Christ with Satan using the beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire as his ‘son’ or ‘messiah’.


g.  “The rhetoric of praise ascribed to the beast parodies such OT passages as Ex 15:11, ‘Who among the gods is like you, O Lord?’”


h.  Michael and his angels have already made war against Satan and won, but the unbelievers of the world neither recognize this nor believe it in the Tribulation.


i.  Also believers in Christ have already been victorious over him, Rev 12:11, “Furthermore, they [believers] overcame him [Satan] because of the blood of the Lamb,” but the unbelievers of the Tribulation will not believe that either.


j.  2 Cor 4:3-4, “And even if our gospel is veiled [and it is], it is hidden from those who are being destroyed, in whom, the god of this age has blinded their unbelieving minds, that they might not see distinctly and discern the truth (illumination) of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 353). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Mounce, p. 249.
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