Rev 13:13



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore, Moreover, or In addition.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, do, perform, or manufacture,” (BDAG, p. 839).

The present tense is an iterative present, describing an action that occurs periodically.


The active voice indicates that the false prophet or beast out of the land produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun SĒMEION plus the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great miracles” (BDAG, p. 920).

“In addition, he performs great miracles,”
 is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a result clause, meaning “so that” or “with the result that.”  Then we have the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “fire.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, meaning “to make; to cause.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, indicating what actually happens at some point during this false prophet’s miracle working.


The active voice indicates that the false prophet produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the result of this man’s satanic ability to perform great miracles.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven” and referring to either the first or second heaven, but certainly not the third heaven.  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to come down; to descend.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happens at that moment.


The active voice indicates that fire produces the action of coming down from heaven.

The infinitive is a complementary infinitive to the main verb ‘to cause’, completing its action.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “to the earth.”  Finally, we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “before or in the presence of men or people.”
“with the result that he may cause even fire from heaven to come down to the earth in the presence of men.”
Rev 13:13 corrected translation
“In addition, he performs great miracles, with the result that he may cause even fire from heaven to come down to the earth in the presence of men.”
Explanation:
1.  “In addition, he performs great miracles,”

a.  Another striking characteristic of this religious leader of the nation of Israel in the tribulation is his ability to perform miracles, signs, or wonders.  “The second beast imitates the miracles of the true prophets to deceive the people into worshiping the beast.  As a false Elijah he prepares the way for a false Messiah.”


b.  This ability given to him by Satan and done through the power of an indwelling demon is the counterfeit of the gift of miracles given to certain Church Age believers prior to the completion of the Canon of Scripture, between 30 and 96 A.D.  Satan counterfeits the gift of the Holy Spirit by giving the power to perform miracles to his ‘holy spirit’.

c.  The false prophet’s ability to perform miracles is also mentioned in his judgment, Rev 19:20, “Then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed miracles in his presence, by which [miracles] he had deceived those who worshipped his idol; though still alive these two were thrown into the lake of fire burning with sulfur.”

d.  Our Lord warned that this man would have this ability to perform lying wonders, signs, and miracles.



(1)  Mk 13:22, “For false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, the elect.”


(2)  Mt 24:24, “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”
2.  “with the result that he may cause even fire from heaven to come down to the earth in the presence of men.”

a.  One of the greatest miracles performed by this demon possessed false prophet was the ability to call down fire from heaven.  James and John had once even urged Jesus to permit them to do this miracle of calling down fire from heaven, Lk 9:54, “When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’”  For this they received a severe rebuke from the Lord.

b.  This miracle was the miracle Elijah was told by God to perform in order to validate Elijah’s ministry as a true prophet of God.  Obviously this miracle is the satanic counterfeit to validate this man’s ministry for Satan.



(1)  1 Kg 18:1-40.



(2)  2 Kg 1:1-10.


c.  Paul warned about these miraculous powers in 2 Thes 2:9, “whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders.”

d.  Obviously Satan is validating this false prophet’s counterfeit ministry to ‘god’ by giving him the power to perform the same miracle one of the great prophets of God to Israel (Elijah) performed.

e.  If Elijah is one of the two great witnesses to God on earth during the last half of the Tribulation, then this satanic counterfeit miracle is surely done to spite God and Elijah as a true prophet of God.

f.  God gives His two great witnesses the power to destroy their enemies with fire, Rev 11:5, “Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire comes out of their mouth and devours their enemies.”

g.  God will use this miracle to destroy the armies invading Israel, Rev 20:9, “Then they marched over the wide terrain of the land and they surrounded the bivouac of the saints and the beloved city [Jerusalem], then fire came down from heaven and destroyed them.”

h.  Moses, Elijah, and Elisha all performed great miracles to prove they were the spokesmen of the Lord.  Our Lord Jesus performed the greatest of miracles to prove He was the true Messiah.  However, this man performs his miracles “not as a religious act but as a public-relations performance (‘in full view of men’) intended to enhance the worship of the false trinity.  One of the tests of a false prophet is the use of prophetic power for self-aggrandizement, to be seen and worshiped by the people (e.g., Jer 23:9-14; Ezek 13:1-23).”


i.  We might ask, ‘Why does God permit this?’  The answer is given in Dt 13:1-4, “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.”
� Mounce, p. 257.


� Osborne, p. 514.
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