Rev 13:1
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” continuing the narrative with the introduction of a new vision.  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of the reality of what John saw.
This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, meaning “from the sea.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun THĒRION, which is the diminutive of the noun THĒR, which means ‘an animal’.  Therefore, the diminutive would mean “a little animal, a little beast” and is used of “a wicked person, someone with a ‘bestial’ nature, beast, monster, Tit 1:12, ‘Cretans have been liars from the beginning, evil wild animals, lazy gluttons’.”
  With this we have the accusative neuter singular present active participle from the verb ANABAINW, meaning “to ascend; to go up: ascending” (BDAG, p. 58).

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on as John sees this vision.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the action of ascending or going up.


The participle is circumstantial.
“And then I saw a beast ascending from the sea,”
 is the appositional accusative neuter singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “having.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on as John sees this vision.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun KERAS with the cardinal adjective DEKA, meaning “ten horns” (BDAG, p. 540).  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun KEPHALĒ and the cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning “seven heads.”
“having ten horns and seven heads,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, “i.e., a word or clause is connected by means of KAI with another word or clause, for the purpose of explaining what goes before it, translated: and so; that is, namely.”
  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural article and noun KERAS with the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on his head.”  This is followed by the predicate accusative from the neuter plural cardinal adjective DEKA and the noun DIADĒMA, meaning “ten crowns.”  A DIADĒMA is a crown worn by a ruler, whereas a STEPHANOS is a crown of victory word by an athlete or warrior.  Each crown here represents a national entity with the ten national entities being combined into one political empire.  The existence of the predicate accusative with no verb suggests the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI = to be: [were].
“that is, on his head [were] ten crowns,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KEPHALĒ plus the third person neuter singular personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on/over his heads.”  Then we have the predicate accusative from the neuter plural noun ONOMA, which means “names or titles.”  The predicate accusative without a verb again suggests the ellipsis of the verb EIMI = [were].  Finally, we have the genitive of quality [“The genitive substantive specifies an attribute or innate quality of the head substantive.  It is similar to an adjective in its semantic force, though more emphatic”—Wallace, p. 86] from the feminine singular noun BLASPHĒMIA, meaning “speech that denigrates or defames: reviling, denigration, disrespect, slander.”
  “The genitive of quality provides in many combinations an attributive which would ordinarily be provided by an adjective.  Hebrew usage is thus reflected, in that this construction compensates for the nearly non-existent adjective. Rev 13:1, 17:3.”
  In Rev 17:3 we have the identical construction,   “full of blasphemous names.”  As an adjective this should be translated “blasphemous.”  Because we have the identical structure in Rev 17:3, which refers to the same thing, this should be translated as an adjective modifying a plural noun.
“and over his heads [were] blasphemous names.”
Rev 13:1 corrected translation
“And then I saw a beast ascending from the sea, having ten horns and seven heads; that is, on his head [were] ten crowns, and over his heads [were] blasphemous names.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw a beast ascending from the sea,”

a.  Then John sees a new vision, which focuses on a single person, who is a beast or monster of a person, like Hitler or Stalin or other hideous national leaders.  “The beast must be a personal figure as well as the head of an empire; …that the beast is the false Christ of the last times personalizes the beast.  The parallelism between Rev 13:8 and 17:8 points to such an identification as does the fact that the beast’s number is the number of a man (13:18).  …[The beast] is a combination of the view that this is the revived Roman Empire and the view that this is the end-time false Christ.”


b.  The word ‘ascending’ refers to this person rising in power among the nations of the earth.  This ‘beastie’ little man becomes more and more powerful throughout the Tribulation.

c.  The sea is analogous to the nations of the world—the sea of nations.


d.  John sees a horrible national ruler rise to power from among the nations of the world.
2.  “having ten horns and seven heads,”

a.  John saw exactly the same thing as Daniel saw in his vision in Daniel 7.  The explanation of John’s vision is found in Dan 7.

b.  Dan 7:2-27:

7:2 Daniel said, ‘I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea.  [The great sea is defined in Rev 17:15, “And he said to me, ‘The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.’”  The four winds of heaven are the four elect angels of Rev 7:1, “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, in order that the wind should not blow on the land nor on the sea nor against any tree.”]
7:3 And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another. [These four great beasts are four great kingdoms that rise up out of the sea of nations: the kingdoms of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome.]
7:4 The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. [The lion with eagle wings was the symbol the Babylonian kingdom used to represent itself.  Winged lions guarded the gates of the royal palaces of the Babylonians.
]  I kept looking until its wings were plucked [the destruction of the power of this kingdom], and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it.  [This is a reference to Nebuchadnezzar’s faith in Christ.  “This is most commonly interpreted as the symbolic representation of Nebuchadnezzar’s experience in Dan 4 when he was humbled before God and made to realize that, even though he was a great ruler, he was only a man.  The symbolism is accurate and corresponds to the historical facts.”
] 
7:5 And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear [This is the kingdom of the Medes and Persians]. And it was raised up on one side [this represents the one-sided union of Persian and Median Empires.  This is represented also in Dan 8 by the two horns—the kingdom of the Medes and the kingdom of the Persians—of the ram with the horn that comes up last being higher and greater.  The ram with its unequal horns is identified as ‘The kings of Media and Persia’ in Dan 8:20], and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth [this refers to the three components of the empire—Media, Persia, and Babylon; the ribs are the people subdued
]; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, devour much meat!’  [This is a reference to the conquest of the kingdoms of Lydia and Egypt, which continued until the time of Alexander the Great, 336 B.C.]
7:6 After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard [this is the kingdom of Greece under Alexander the Great], which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads [this is the subdivision of Alexander’s kingdom into four parts after his death], and dominion was given to it.

7:7 After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast [the Roman Empire], dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth.  It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns [the ten principle nations that made up the Roman Empire: Italy, Spain, Gaul (France), Britain, Macedonia, Asia (Turkey), Syria, Egypt, Africa, and the Balkans (Illyricum).]
7:8 While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one [this is the Antichrist
, the Beast out of the sea of Rev 13:1], came up among them, and three of the first horns [three nations] were pulled out by the roots before it [the beast dictator conquers three nations] ; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts. 

7:9 I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days [God the Father] took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool.  His throne was ablaze with flames; its wheels were a burning fire.

7:10 A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, and the books were opened [the evidence of human history in Satan’s appeal trial].

7:11 Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I kept looking until the beast was slain [the second advent of Christ], and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire [Rev 19:20, “And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”]
7:12 As for the rest of the beasts [the other rulers of the Revived Roman Empire], their dominion was taken away [by the second advent of Christ], but an extension of life was granted to them for an appointed period of time [these nations continue to exist throughout the millennial reign of Christ].

7:13 I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man [the Lord Jesus Christ] was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days [God the Father] and was presented before Him [after our Lord’s victory of the Second Advent].
7:14 And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom [the millennial rule of Christ], that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.

7:15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind kept alarming me.

7:16 I approached one of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact meaning of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things:

7:17 “These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings [this tells us that the ‘beast’ of Rev 13:1 is a king] who will arise from the earth.

7:18 But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.”
7:19 Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet,

7:20 and the meaning of the ten horns that were on its head and the other horn which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in appearance than its associates.

7:21 I kept looking, and that horn [nation] was waging war with the saints [Israel] and overpowering them

7:22 until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One [regenerate Israel], and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.

7:23 Thus he said: “The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.

7:24 As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them [the beast of Rev 13:1], and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.

7:25 He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One [constant anti-Semitic attacks], and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.  [The last half of the Tribulation.]
7:26 But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.

7:27 Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.”
3.  “that is, on his head [were] ten crowns,”

a.  John continues with an explanation of what the ten horns represent.  They represent the rulership over ten national entities.  This beast-dictator has rulership over ten nations, which are joined in a confederation of unity; that is, these ten nations are unified under his control.

b.  This beast-ruler comes to political power during the first half of the Tribulation and forms a political empire of ten nations, similar in nature to the European confederation of nations.  “The ‘beast coming up out of the sea’ has ten crowns, one for each of his horns.”
 


c.  The ten crowns are explained in Dan 7:24 as ten kingdoms or nations, “As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them [the beast of Rev 13:1], and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings” and in Rev 17: 9-12, “The seven heads are the seven mountains on which the woman [religion] sits [dominates].  Furthermore, they are seven kings [empires
], five have fallen, [Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Persia, Greece], one is [Rome], the other [revived Roman Empire] has not yet come; nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time.  And so the beast that was [historical revived Roman Empire] and is not [its fall in 476 A.D.], even he is the eighth [dictator of revived Roman Empire] and is from the seventh [revived Roman Empire of first half of Tribulation], and finally he will go to destruction.  And the ten horns which you saw are proconsuls [kings], who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings [proconsuls] for one hour [last half of Tribulation] with the beast dictator [ruler of revived Roman Empire].”

d.  This beast will rule ten other nations; that is, they will be subordinate to his authority.  He is a ruler of one of the ten nation confederation.  He subdues or conquers three other nations of the confederation, and the rest of the rulers of these nations give him dictatorial authority over all of them.


e.  All of this is accomplished through Satan giving “him his power and his throne and great authority,” Rev 13:2.
4.  “and over his heads [were] blasphemous names.”

a.  The same thing is said in Rev 17:3, “Then he [an angel] brought me in the Spirit to a desolate place [religion] and I saw a woman [ecumenical religion of the Tribulation] sitting on a scarlet beast [the Revived Roman Empire], full of blasphemous names, having seven heads [empires whose religion influenced Israel] and ten horns [ten nations of the Revived Roman Empire].

b.  The blasphemous names or titles include the description in Rev 17:5, “Furthermore, upon her forehead a name [title] was written, ‘Mystery, Babylon the Great [ecumenical religion], the mother of prostitutes [the origin of all world religions] and the abominations of the earth [the phallic cult, demonism, idolatry, and human sacrifice].”

c.  These blasphemous names or titles represent the ecumenical religion of the Tribulation, which is Satan’s last and greatest attack on the human race in his attempt to be worshipped as god.
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