Rev 12:3



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to be seen: was seen.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that another sign received the action of being seen.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective ALLOS and the noun SĒMEION, meaning “another sign/omen/portent.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “in heaven.”
“And then another sign was seen in heaven.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI with the demonstrative particle IDOU, which draws attention to what follows.  It is translated “And behold.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DRAKWN, which means “serpent, [‘dragon’ is a transliteration not a translation] a sobriquet [a descriptive name or epithet] for the devil Rev 12:3, 4, 7, 9, 13, 16f; 13:2, 4, 11; 16:13; 20:2.”
   With this we have the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great” and the adjective PURROS, meaning “fiery red Rev 6:4; 12:3.”
  There is no verb, which suggests the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there was].”
“And behold [there was] a great red serpent,”
 is the appositional predicate nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: having.”

The present tense is a descriptive/static present for the state of being that John saw at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the great red serpent produced the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun KEPHALĒ and the cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning “seven heads.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun KERAS and the cardinal adjective DEKA, meaning “ten horns” (BDAG, p. 540).
“having seven heads and ten horns.”
 is the additive or adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore, In addition.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KEPHALĒ with the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on his head.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural cardinal adjective HEPTA plus the noun DIADĒMA, meaning “seven crowns.”  The accusative case with a subject or verb indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there were].”
“Furthermore, on his head [there were] seven crowns.”
Rev 12:3 corrected translation
“And then another sign was seen in heaven.  And behold [there was] a great red serpent, having seven heads and ten horns.  Furthermore, on his head [there were] seven crowns.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then another sign was seen in heaven.”

a.  John now sees another sign, omen, or portent in heaven.

b.  This is not the heaven around in the earth, but the third heaven beyond the stellar universe.
2.  “And behold [there was] a great red serpent, having seven heads and ten horns.”

a.  The great red serpent is Satan, Rev 12:9, “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”


(1)  The word ‘dragon’ “is a distinctly figurative term, a symbol for Satan, ‘that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan’ (20:2), ‘the deceiver of the whole world’ (12:9).”



(2)  The color red represents the violence and bloodshed that Satan will unleash on the earth during the Great Tribulation.


(3)  Satan has a kingdom on earth consisting of seven rulers of ten nations.  The word ‘horn’ is used in apocryphal literature (Daniel, Revelation) as a metaphor or symbol for a national entity.  One of the rulers (heads) conquers three of the other horns (nations), so that there are just seven rulers among the ten nation confederation.

b.  “In the New Testament the word ‘dragon’ is found only in Rev 12:3, 4, 7, 9, 16, 17, etc., and is there used metaphorically of ‘Satan.’”
 


c.  We will see these seven heads and ten horns again in Rev 13:1, “And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore.  Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.”

d.  The ten horns are the same ten horns seen by Daniel in his vision, Dan 7:2-27.
7:2 Daniel said, ‘I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea [the sea of nations in human history].

7:3 And four great beasts [kingdoms] were coming up from the sea [the nations of the earth], different from one another.

7:4 The first was like a lion [the Chaldean Empire] and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it.

7:5 And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear [the Persian Empire].  And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, “Arise, devour much meat!”
7:6 After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard [the Greek Empire], which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads [the division of the Greek Empire into four parts after Alexander’s death], and dominion was given to it.

7:7 After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast [the Roman Empire], dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns [a confederation of ten nations/provinces].

7:8 While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn [a single nation with a dictator-ruler], a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it [the conquest of three other nations by the little horn-nation]; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts. 

7:9 I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days [God the Father] took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire.

7:10 A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, and the books were opened.

7:11 Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I kept looking until the beast [the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation] was slain, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire [the baptism of fire].
7:12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life was granted to them for an appointed period of time [they continue to exist in human history as Iran, Iraq, Greece, and Italy].
7:13 I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man [Jesus Christ] was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.

7:14 And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom [the millennial rule of Christ], that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.

7:15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind kept alarming me.

7:16 I approached one of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact meaning of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things:

7:17 “These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth.

7:18 But the saints of the Highest One [believers of human history] will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.”
7:19 Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet,

7:20 and the meaning of the ten horns that were on its head and the other horn which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in appearance than its associates.

7:21 I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints and overpowering them [the last half of the Tribulation]
7:22 until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.

7:23 Thus he said: “The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth [the Revived Roman Empire], which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.

7:24 As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.

7:25 He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time [three and a half years – the last half of the Tribulation].
7:26 But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.

7:27 Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.”

e.  “The ten horns allude to the fourth beast of Dan 7:7-8, 20, 24.  In Daniel the horns are ‘ten kings’ coming from the fourth empire, and three of them are conquered by the ‘little horn’ (vv. 20, 24).  In Rev 17:12-14 the ‘ten horns’ here are also ten kings, who both receive authority from the beast (the ‘little horn’ of Daniel) and give that authority back to him.”

3.  “Furthermore, on his head [there were] seven crowns.”

a.  John continues his description of Satan’s rulership during the Tribulation.

b.  Satan’s kingdom will have seven surviving nations of the little horn’s conquest.

c.  This confederation of seven rulers of ten nations will revive the power and conquest of the Roman Empire during the Tribulation.
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